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| Advertiſement to ctheREADER,' 
ks ofa Uſefull. Deſign. 


JS of this New Edition of Mancheſter”s 
JF Contemplations-bf Death 'and Immortality, 7c 
may not be amiſs to premiſe ſomething by way of 4d- 
vertiſement to the Reader, and therein to give ſome- 
accyunt of the Honourable and Worthy Author of it 
He was a Perſon of Noble Birth, created Earl of 
Mancheſter by Kinz Charles che Firſt, and had the 
honoar to ſerve that Royal Prince of ever bleſſed me-. 
mory in Offices of great Truſt ; ' as namely, Lord 
Privy Seal, Prefident, and One of the Lords of hs 
Majeſty's moſt honourab!e Privy Council. And yet 
although he was engaged in ſuch .Publich Afﬀairs 
{which too often divert Great men from a Religious 
courſe) ſuch was his Prety and Devotion towards 
God, that he ſpent a great part of his time inho.y 
and deyout Contemplations upon the thinss of ano- 
ther Life, as this excellent Treatiſe of his ſecfficr- 
ently ſhews. . Hg great care was ſo to fit and prepare 
himſelf for 4 happy Death whilſt im thr world, that 
after this life ended he might enjoy eternal happineſs 
in that which is to come. Let '115 then im: tate {5 
great a Pattern of Piety, that we may not miſs of the 
good end to 'which he aimed at and defign'd, which 
if we be carefull of, will make us happy and that to 
all eternity. 

And certainly nothing can more conduce to our 
eternal welfare, and ow us in mind of mortality, 
than Books of this kind: and to the end they may be 
mor? profitable and uſefull to Chrifti>ns, it were to 
be mifhed that this or ſome o3ther Wooks' of the like 
ſubject might be given at Funerals imitcay of Rings, 
Gloves, Biskets, Wine, Kc. For Reaarng and Me- 

| A2 ditation 


 TotheREADER. 
ditation would be much more decent at ſuch Solgnni. 
ties than Earmg* and Drinks w -#nd parting on of 
Ornaments. -Bodkg of this SubyeF would make the 
People mind the preſent inſtance of Mortalityy,and 
OB them ..with devout Meditations cherean. 
How ſad is it to conſider tbe unſuitable carriage of a 
.great many Chriſti ans at Funerals thoſe. opportu- 
nitics are uſually ſpent in unprofitable chat,, in eat- 
'ing anddrinking, and that ſometim-5to exceſs ;: {6 
that the houſe of -mourniug is turn'd into;a houſe of 
mirth-and feaſfting. . Many bave put in praftice this 
\uſefull Afig2, which 4f .zt "were more-general the 
good effet f ercof would be ſo 007 diſcern'd zN the toes 
of C hriſtians. It may fitly be ſaid of A Boo Den at 
. Funerals. as divine Herbert ſays of a Verſe, (Viz.) 
A Book may find him who a Sermon flies, :. 
And turn a Gift into. a Sacrifice, .. _ 
All ſerious b rm . Books are. proper For this 
Defin. . As, Bibles in. all - Volumes. _...... 
"The.Whole Dury-of Man, ant the ſeveral Works 
of that :worthy Author. ot RE: 
_ - Biſhop. Taylor's Holy Living and Dying. - | 
The Practice of Piery. 
Dr. Bates of Death and Judgment. 
. — . —- His Final Happineſs of Man. 
.  ——»His great Dury-of Retzgnation. . 
Several, Books of Mr. Richard_Baxter's. 
Mr. Pear/e's Preparation for Death. 
. The Mirrour which Flarrers nat. 
With many others in all Volumes and of allPrizes : 
which if: bound in Black with a Cypher of Mortaky 
03 the Cover, vill bewery decent : aud ſonie..memg- 
rables ofthe Life.of the Deceaſed (if deſired).9nay 
be printed 1-4 Leaf -and-baynd withiit. 111, 
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07/2 IRS FILE % and. Divines, 
do. all. hold, that in. this. world. 
there-are but three Kind: of life; 

one. Afive,, the. other Contemplative, the 
third Volupt OUS. 

. Which of thele is beſt, is-the: 'Queſtion. 

\ Aftion.void of: contemplation-is: an-un- 
poliſh'd or rude. life ; Contemplation, if it 
take upall a man's time,makes a. barrenlife, 

AVduprugus life, though it be not idie; 
becauſe it - is{Inact ;. yer, Ic is bur an die 
oCcupation. 

Amongſt theſe, who: 6 tries. all (as E 
have done). ſhall: find, that A#iop profits 
moſt, but. Contemplation p.caſes beſt: efpe- 
cially that which indebts a man to aftion. 
Other @©ontomplations have @ long. genera- 
tion, a ſhort enjoyment ; are fo much. in 
thinking, as they ſeldom come to enjoy-. 
ing ; always in Conceit, never in AF. 
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When Chriſt was to ſuffer, Mifr CHRI- 
STUS Petrum-&- Johannem, ad parandun 
Paſcha : Petrus, bonam”" Afionem; Johan- 
nes, devetam ſignificat Contemplationem. He 


ſent Perer and Fohn, to prepare the Paſſo- 3 


ver: By the firſt | Peter, | good Action 
may be conceived ; by the other; { Job, ] 
devout Contemplation. 

Man was not made for Contemplation 
only ; his part is to Doe, as well as Un- 
derſtand ; 1n earthly things to be'an After, 
Of heavenly things to be a Spectator, There- 
fore his feliciry conſiſts neither: in reſt nor 
action, bur in a fit mixture of both; © ' */ 

"Some uſe Contemplation fora Remedy ; 
it ſeeming to make their minds-afcend, 
when their fortunes deſcend. 

The Counſellor faith” A' Stateſman 
fhould be thus repartired: his will to God, 
his love to his Maſter, his: heart to his 
Countrey, his ſecret to his Friend, and 
his time to Buſineſs. PS TE 

x is true, Reriredneſs is more ſafe than 
Buſineſs ; for, Periclitatur anima in negoti- 
35: The ſoul is endangered by many employ- 
ments: And yet, theleſs you do, the more 
you'ſuffer. - But as he is not happy that is 
always buſie; ſoa publick' man ſhould not” 
aiways be ſhur up i thoughts, pleaſing = 

iſe 
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life tn the ſweetneſs of thinking. Finely 
ſaith Saint Auguſtine , 
Reading without medi- Leo ſine medita- 


tation 1  Meditati- fione, arida oft = 
| Sat REN! Meditatio ſine lec- 


*on without reading,er- 7: erronea eſt: 


roneous, and Prayer gyatio fine medita- 
alſo without meditati- tone tepida' eft. 
on, bur cold, 

True Contemplation hates idle Specu- 
lation, To be always, or never alone, 
1s idleneſs. Eut 

The delight of Thoughts, and vertue of 
Contemplation, lies in the right choice of 
a good ſubject to contemplate : For every 
knowing rman is ſo inquiſitive by nature, 
and of fo buſie a fancy, as in this it 1s 
happy for him to fall upon that ſubz=ct 
which is fitteſt for him. | | 

Some ancient Fathers, and ſome Jate 
Writers, have fixed upon the Love of God; 
Some, upon the Paſſion of Chriſt ; Some, 
upon the Foys of Heaven ; Some, upon 
Contempt of the World ; ſeveral others, up- 
on divers other ſubjects : All opining, 
that ſome one is to be choſen. For who- 
ſo will ive ro bimſelf, youre hs 
muſt be at leiſure for 

WVacare Deo. 
ſaith, Hijedom 1 to be written in time of 


A 4 leaſure: 
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lzafure: Whoever is leflen'd by work; he 
cannotrend it. : | 
- Theing-in miy-accuſtomed retiredneſs diſeng a+ 
fePfrompubiith” affairs (which was but ſel- 
doin) found'ir ufefull, fruitfull and delight- 
full;7 o beſtow my thoughts upon my latter end, 
There be four laſt things, fay the Fathers, 
Heawven, Hell, Death and Fudgment, 


All Subje&ts large encugh, 


But confidering-I-had paſſed ſo much 
Employment; ſo many Offices, ſo long 
Prattice'in- feveral- profeſſions (as every 
publtick mam is-owing: his abilities, cares 
andivears, to the ſervice of his Maſter; ) 1 
now rhought-ic vine to ſeize on Death, te- 
fore it ſeiz'd on me: Lord, teach me ts num- 
ber my days, that-I may' apply my Heart to 
F/{edom. P_ 

After longmeditation, this I found, that 
when Mechration hed:begotten Devotion, 
then it applyed it ſelf ro Contemplation; 
which required a ſettlement upon! ſome 
Divine Object. 

And what more hearenly than the 
thought of Immortality? What ſo necelja- 
ry as'the rhought of Dearb? Herein there- 
*fore-l complyed with my own deſires, and 
BR s.\ made 


i— 


___._ and Immortality. * 5 
made-chojee of” Dedth and: Immortality for 


the'Sabjett off my Contemplation: * 
Meditation, F faw, was but a reiterated 


thought, proper to produttion-of good or 


evil; bur Divines do well-dedicate- Con- 


ternplation to holy Myſteries onely: 

- We meditate to kttow God, we'contern- 
plate rolove Ged.. When God himſelf had 
ſeerr the things. created in\ ſeveraÞ pieces, 
he ſaid, They were good; Butwher he con- 
ſidered theUniverſe, as it were Ht contem- 
plation, then: he: faid; Zoe, they were ex- 


cerding: good) Por Meditation conſiders her 


objects picce by picce; but Contemplation 
ſims ther all together ; and-ſers, as in a 


'glaſs, all the fevyeral' beauties: of Medita- 


tion's objects. 

Meditatun is, with a man, as he that 
ſmells che Violet, the Rofe, the Feilamy, 
and the Ordnge-flowers dividually- "24; 
Meditations of the Lord are ſweet \ of them- 
ſelves) farth David: } but Contemplation 
is a water compounded of them all. 

This is more elegantly denoted* in _the 
Canticles : where the Spouſe plaits up her 
hairſ ir1{ing ut 'up in one knot, | to ſhew-that 
we ſhould not diffuſe our thoughts into va. 
riety of Conſiderations, but recolletthem 
into one by Contemplation Herewitha 


FE .Man $ 
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man's. ſoul being once. affeted, hardly 
ſhall he obtain. leave of his. thoughts to 
'return again to employments. 

And leſt I, buſied about many things, 

. ſhould remain _- un- 
| Nil proſunt jefFa nec 
roy " ferp- know unto my ſelf :(for 
. ſum legas, E intelli- the old word is a true 
2a, one, Neither things read, 

or underſtood, profit him at all, who does.not 
both reade and know himſelf : ) 

I therefore applyed my ſelf | 4d meum 
20viſſimum,to my laſt thing, ] What man li- 
veth, and. ſhall not. ſee death? And if, after 
death, The righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſawed, 
we may well be fearful, and had.negd be 
carefull, that we be not taken unprepared. 

Go ye unprepared into the place prepared 
for you, will one day be a dolefull ſaying. 

When I wasa young man, (faith Seneca) 
ny care was to live well, I then practiſed 
>, the art of , well-living. 

 Artem bene Vivendi, When age: came upon 
Artembene moriendi. me, 1 then ſtudied :he 
art of dying well ; how to die well. 

It is true, The journey, of life appears not to 
Lufie men untill theend. Yet whenIwas moſt 
buſie of all,7 delighted my ſelf with this com- 
fort, that a timewould come, wherein I might 
tive to my ſelf, hoping to have ſweet leiſure 
to enjoy my {elf atlaſt. And 


RE——_ D_—_— — 
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| And thisI am now come to, by diſpoſing, 
not by changing my ſelf. ; 

The Covenant of the grave is ſhewed 
to no man, ſaith the Wiſe-man; bur the 
watch-word is given _. ey an 
to all men. Let your Sintlumbi precintts, 
loins be girt up,your lamps Lucerna ardentes : 
burning, always watch- 
NT. 

Lord, let me be found in this poſture, 
when I ſhall be to die. 

In the courſes of my life I have had in- 
terchanges: the world it ſelf ſtands upon 
viciſſitudes : Adwverſis &> proſperss contexuit 
Des vitam meam : God hath interwoven my 
life with adverſity and proſperity, When E 

irſt took me to. a Gown, I put on this 
thought ; I deſire a for- Fortunam ut tegam 
tune like my Gown, not appeto, non longam 
long, but. fit; fit for my ſed Concinnam. 
condition ; finding by others, that a con- 
tented kind of obſcurity keeps a man free 
fromenvy. Although any kind of ſuperi- 
ority be a mark of envy ; yet, Not to be {© 
high, as to provoke anHleye, nor ſolow as 
to be trodden on, was the height of my 
Ambition. But I muſt confeſs, I haveſince 
had agreater portion of the world's favour 
than I looked for : nevertheleſs, 1 never 


ave 


Semper vigilantes. 


” tt 
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| rave ru to fortame, al thoug h ſhe ſeemed woibe 


at peace. with me. 

* To check repinitg at thoſfeabvve me; I 
akvays looked: ar thoſe below me; nor did 
any preferments-ſo delight me, or abuſe 
me, as to make me neglect preparing for 
my dying day. SE ck 

Anrd'now, I thatrk God,.I can ſay” © 


Lord, my heart x ready. 


Donne; Paratem This F have conſidered 
cp thamgny thar life flows away by 
Guttanirh;- pr hors þ,.; ind days,as it were 
© dies, fluitvita. | Wy ret 
" by drops. And although 
the hont be not paſt till alt the glaſs be 
R ki | a _ - _ 44 has 
Ve NMMUMOCX (136+ ill uh Bb #th 4& 
ohio paneſt perddre, aries) nh the 
&afs runs ther» moſt faintly , when it 
draws neareſt to cfituxion. © 
Careful Martha\was full, buſie abour 
rhany things : but was well advifed by 
Chrift , There was cnely one rhing veceſſavy. 
One thing have I defertd of the Lord, that I 
1 ay- dovell im his Henſe for ever; This was 
Dat%id's urim, this one thing, and, God 
wilitiz, ſhall-be mitt oC, 
Viz brovis,dvs lons Phyſicians exclaim , 
#x, Ars oprivea xff That life is fore, bur 
©r@o1ndo- defeere ar-- Artis long; burDivines 


gem bene moriendi. teach, * 


—— 
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teach; thar, the beſF Art 15,0 learn byJiving, 
the Art of well dying. he 2 
If this be to be begun when death is at 
the door, Then the fin-ſick Soul will fay, 
O wretched man that I am, who ſhall detizve» 
me from the body of this death? Burt if thou 
haſtlearned ir berimes, it willtherxrejopce 
thee to ſay ; To me 10 leave is Chyiff, to dig 
is pain. F Ee 
Welcome Death, more bleſſed than my 
Birth. In the whole courſe of my life 
have ever thought the right way Zo dje 
well, was to live well; And the way to 
tire wellin- the World, wasto'die betimes 
to the World. | | | 
The World is crucified to me, and I anto 
the World ;. yet I found it an hard matrer 
folive incheWorld,and deſpiſethe World's _ 
good things. Therefore, - for aſſiſtants, T 
rook to. me theſe three Coadjutors, Fairh, 
Hope, Charity;LOVE out: Chariratem ex cords 
of a pure heart,, Hope furs ; Spem ex con- 
outot agoodcotiſcience, ſcienrra bond; Fi- 
and Faith not feigned ; 4 19 fiam. 
and for my ſous health often uſed chis pre. 
parative,theexarminarionoftny conſcience. 
For whoſoever defiteth hisown fatvart. 
ot), tet him every day, morning and.erc- 
nitig, examitie lis heart, what ether in 


the * 
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the night .or day going before, hath he 


thought, hath he ſaid, hath hedone: And 


in whatſoever he ſhall find the ſpot of any 
ſin, let him mend it ; with an effectual 
purpoſe to ſin no more. 

This, if it be done any, dare boldly 
RA . ſay,1t ſhall hardly be,that 

1X Nners Potrerit, Ut | 2 

_ Nor peccer, ſucoanone ſhallcither [nat 
aut peccando moria- hys death,or dye in hes ſin. 
eur. | Inter, Amidit theſe 
thoughts, Ihadtheſethingsin contemplation. 

I. Firſt, What Death was, and the kinds 
of Death. 

2. Secondly, What fears or joys Death 
brings. | 
\._ 3- Thirdly, When Death is to be prepared 
for, and How. | 
__ 4. Fourthly, Death approaching , what 
our laſt thoughts ſhould be. 


_ Of theſe things I thus reſolved, 


- That Death was but a fall, which'came 
by a Fall. Our Firſt-framed-father Adam 
falling, in him we all fell. It was not the 
man, but mankind. Cecidims omnes ſuper 
acerbum lapidem in Iuto, unde inquinaii & 
' woulnerati ſumys : We all fell, faith SaintBer- 
 nard, upon a:ſharp. ſtone covered with dirt, 

- | b; 
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by.-wbich we were both wounded and defiled ; 
Therefore we needed. water in Baptiſm to 
waſhus, Bloud in the Euchariſt to heal us; 
water of Regeneration in Bloud of Expia- 
tion.” Nature's perfection caught a fall 
when ſhe was young, as Mephiboſheth did, 
whereof ſhe hath halted ever ſince.  » 
This Falling ſickneſs infected not onely 
the Perſon, but the Nature (ſuch is the in- 
fetion of evil, always worſe than the a) 
making man, who was immortal, ſubject 
to Death. Ah ſad and wofull change ! 
Notwithſtanding, as wenow ſtand, the 
faulr is ours, if that Fall be not our Riſe ; 
the advantage we have by Chriſf, being 
more than : loſs we had by Adam: Re- 
demption imports emption., anda buying 


V—_— — —— 


back of that which we had loſt. Where- . 


fore, Man who had caule to forrow that 
he was man, may now be holily proud of 
his-candition; and, as he is in Chriſt, nat 
tochange the: Man for the Angel. 

Proud Nature would fain re-aſpire to 
that it was. Therefore, : ; 
let him that ſtandeth take is = flat videat 
heed left he fall : for, Re- EMS 
Japſe may turn us again to be as Birds and 
Beaſts,who have no joy but Being, no for- 
row but Dying. Man's better being is by 


dying; 
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dying; for when man had'made' Himſelf 
miſerable by finning; Merey” made' him 
mortal, leſt he ſhould be miſerable for ever. 
Thereforewe have reaſon'toaccount mer- 
cy, 3s it relieves miſery,to'bethe beſt vir: 
cue, though it work upon "the worſt 
object: Mercy dwells nigh to Mifery. 
There” 4s mercy with thee, 'O Lot that 
thew- aj be frared, fairly the! Prophet 


AV 


I" INOS 


w What Dearh is, and.the Kinds of 1 Death, 


"0 dye is}, To ke no-mere tinhap 
"Ff we. ' confider” Death ar rwhr, 1r is 
bar & departed threath from Lat earth | 
enlrvened at firſt by breath caſt upen 3: Dearh 
is a Moch, faith "Xh The Moth breeds 
out of the garment, Death ourof the Body. 
- Deark is bur a poinrof time, interjected 
between rwo extreams. A Parentheſis, 
which-(mrerpofed)” breaks no ferſe "when 
the. words meet. again. When. Seneca was 
. asked, Whar is Death? 
Quid of Mors ? on anfwered, "Ts either 
Aut: fot , aut 'the-end, or. the paſſage, 
er an ferns...” 227, to.Dyc or to fin, is not 
Power bur-Frpotency. The Emperor 


Adrian 


ade ro 
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Adrian was told, Death is an eternal fleep ; 
the fear of rich men, tbe deſire: of poor men. 
Plato ſaid, It was 
Natureslaw, Mortality's 
Tribute. ' One terms it 
ta be, but rhe ceſlation of theſoul's functions. 
Oh (faith Saint: Auguſtine) rhat T1 ccnld ſee 
Death, not as it was, but as thou, Lord, 
haſt now made it! As it hath the 
dominion of {in,it is the greateſt Monarch, 
and the ancienteſt: King of the World: 
Death hath reigned from Adam to wiloſes 
faith Saint Paul, yet ar laſt this King ſhall 
be conquered: The-laſt enemy.to be deſtroyed 
is Death, O Death, 1-ill-be thy death, ſaith 
Chriſt. 


J__— 


Lex Nature, triby- 
tum mortalium. 
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The Nature of Death. 


'T HAT is the Nature of Death few 
know , though all ſhall feel - ir. 
But that muſt needs be nothing-that hath 
no cauſe, efficient, but deficient; Lhere is 
nothing after death, and Poſt mortem nmihil 
death it ſelf is nothing. eſt, ipſaque mors ni= 
It hath no eſſence; it is +l eſt. 
no ſubſtance, buta privation ; no creature» 
bur the- burial of the creature. Therefore, 
Curiouſly 


me 
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Curiouſly to ſearch the efficient of it, were 
to labour the eye to ſee darkneſs; God 
made it not, ſaith the Book of Wiſcedom, 
mor 4s it mentioned as any of his Works, God 
that made all things, ſaw that all things, 
which he had made were good. Every 
Omne ens bonum eſt; thing that hath aBeing, 
& Omne Bonumeſt 15 good;and every good 
ens. | thing hath a being. 
Therefore 'good St. Auguſtine ſaid finely, 
Lord, thu haſt not made Death; wherefore 1 
beſeech thee ſuffer not that which thou haſt not 
made,to reign over that which thou haſt made. 
Yet it is no error to ſay, that Man made 
Death : for, Curioſity (the itch of Man's 
ſoul) affefting to know that which God 
never made (which was the evil of Death) 
thinking it had been good to know evil ; 
| by deſiring to know it, 
made it: Evil is not 

known but by good, 
Natural death is the ſeparation of the 
Soul from the Body, common unto the 
200d with the bad: for it is a ſtatute Jaw 
decreed in the great Parliament of Hea- 
ven, *T hat «ll men ſhall ence die, foraſmuch 
as all men have ſinned. Hence it is, that 
many are' ſick and weak, and die. All 
men, even the deareſt Children of God, 
(albeit 


—— 


Malum non dignoſci- 


eur, niſi per bonum. 
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(albeir their ſins be forgiven) ſhall taſte of 
the firſt Death ;/ but it is not a curſe, but 
rather a bleſſing unto"-them. Ir is true, 
that death in itſelf (and to the reprobate- 
wicked)is the curſe of God; the yery Sub- 
urbs of Hell, and, asit is called here, The 
(Stipend or) - wages of Sin. Neither 1s it 
unjuſt dealing in God,that he ſhould incur 
the death of his body; who rejettedrhe life 
of his. Soul. But conſidered in Chriſt, and 
Jjoyned with a good life, to God's elect it 
is Advantage :* nothing elſe but a Bridge, 
whereby we ſhall paſs from a Valley of 
Tears, into \a'Paradiſe of Joys. Accord- 
ing to that of Sclomen, Ecclel. 9. 3. The day 
of Death is better than the day that one 1s 
born in, : | 

He that knew all other things, knew not 
this one thing, that he knew enovgh. But 
ſo divine a thing is Knowledge, (which is 
not given to keep, -but to impart )that we 
ſce Innocency- it ſelf was ambitious of it. 

Life did not content, (that was thought 
but the act of knowledge) knowledge was 
the life the foui looked at. And thar, as 
yet,it begets a ſtudious ſcrutiny todiſcover 
things we can never know. By which we 
fee, that although Nature her ſelf be mo- 
derate in her defires, yet conceit is unſatia- 

ble. 
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ble... Man's brain'will never. leave work- 
ing; till his pulſe leaves beating ; never- 
theleſs, no Man knows. toormuch, bur iris: 
| through ignorance that he do:4: fo: 111: for, 
Nemo ſciens, mals oft: No man that under- 
ſtands, can be evil :; and, as:one ſaith well, 
Thereisnow nofear of knowingtoo much:: 
Bur theve.is:much fear ofpractiſing.toolir+ 
tle. Man is che-Soa of Deſires;; bur-ſince: 
God hath revealed; Mora: than; we:can» 
know, and Fnough to make-us happy.;:let 
us:learn ſober knowledgs;; and. contetired: 
nt _ Knowledge! and: Power ate 
the.nattral manhsS>God:; ljt;knam thyſelf, 
Q- an! and then/be proud ibthou cant. 
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The. Author of Daarh;' 


"HO then, wasthe-Author of Death? 
2; Y "There aretwogreatRegeats itt the; 
World: :(Sol,i4 Cmlo ;);T he Sum im Heaven : 
(Sat, in: Terra-;|)\ Salt. im the-Earth: yet 
neither of theſe produced. it. Whoever 
was the Father of it, Sin was the Mother, 
for, ſaith St. Fames, 'Sinbeing finiſhed, tra- 
wellecth in; Child-birth, like a Muther, to 
* bring forth. Death ; Our Grand:mother E- 


vai, fo named, as Mother of the living, 


yet 
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yet:was brought'to:bed of Death! 44am 
falling;ſin followshim/ Matibeing rempted, 
Death attemptshim, and by SiniDeatten- 
ters:'Every'Farher isan 442m to' his Qhild, 
conveying corruption/i his:generation.. 
\Good Saiat. Auguſtine puts to the Devil 

this queſtion'; fue Ws Y 
Why,being fallen thyſelf, | 2215) GUATE. #0v1- 
did oo, They err bg "6 wk francs, 
he ſbrutd ffand'?: Death oo OO 
had nointereftin Man, till:/Sin had diſpoſ- 
fefſed/him of the Free-hold he had im God. 
There was no trkft in God's Servants," faith 
Eliphaz," but ' even Angels were charged 
with folly; © + © -* | 
"Therefore,- do-the Devil: right ; -he did 
bur! perſwade, not \compel : .it was -in 
Man's choice coftand or fall. 

Adam had received a power to do-what 
the wou'd;but notawill - | | 
to:do what' he'might ; en 
we have received borh - Pl HL hyp 
power toido -what-We . ;ccepmmus, E5 poſſe 
will, and to will what ' quod volumus,(& vel- 
"WE -are able.He a POW- le: quod poſſinnus. 1!le 


'ermotto digzweapow- |PYemen mats, nos 


ernaorbuttodye. $0, gon pale may ary 
Sola Magb fire, © 1 OO OTOL 
| [Power of ftanding/Manhad front God, 

| but 
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bur. poſſibility :.of falling! from himſelf. 
Therefore, though/ wemay thank'our firſt 
- Parents” for. aur. birth-ſit-;- yet! wermay 
thank our ſelves for our;; improving it. 
Wherefore the. old Zitany- ſaid well, 0 
Lord, ſave me from'my A me ſalva me, Do- 
| elf; mme. | 
Al onmghs nba inde given him butin 
truſt, and under a'\condition ;..he.abuſed 
the truſt, and brake:the condition, ſo in- 
curred the penalty; Such 'is Man's nature, 
ever ſubject to extremity ; either dull in 
want,or wanton.in fruition. Leff ye dye,was 
a fair warningbut. he cared not for ic. With 
Men, counſels are like faces ; rhat which 
1s: fair, pleaſes BuTt, had the Mind govern- 
ed the Eye, the, Apple could- not: have 
beguiled, though it was . fair to look to. 
The proud aſpiring thought was hatchet 
in Man. The Devil was the promorer, Sin 
was the Author, and-we:being:partners in 
the ſin, ſhared 'in the puniſhment:-;, Fec:- 
21, quos inquinat, aquati ;' Sin equals whom 
it polluteth. b - 
Sith then Death by Sin ſtole _ in at the 
window of the Eye; (for the Eye, that 
ſenſe of love, always recoilsupon the hearc, 
when it beholds chat which is pleaſing).or 
ratherat the Ear; which is apt to liſten ”" 
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| all ill counſel : Let us caſt out Sin by the 


ears, the ſenſe of Faith, in hearkening to 
God's Word, the Word of life, the life of 
Death. 


The name of Death. 


"OR the name of Death, our Saviour 
KL calls it, A ſleep, our friend 'Lazarzs 
ſleepeth. Of St. Stephen Amicusnoſter Laza- 
it was faid, When he rus dormiz. Joh. 11. 
had this ſpoken be ſlept. *'- ct 
The Patriarchs and Kings of fudah, are 
ſaid to ſleep with their Fathers. Man(faith 
Fob) lieth down and riſeth not. He ſhall not 
be awaked out of bis ſleep, till the heavens be 
no more: Tranſitum ad vitam, aliqui appel. 
lant mortem : Some call the paſſages to life 
death faith St. Bernard: gy 1.3 Scriptura 
But therefore does dormientes appellat, 
Scripture call them ut evigilaturos mi- 
Men aſleep, that they Time deſperemus. 
may not deſpair to awake: He ts not dead, 
ſaith David, but ſleepeth, whoſe fleſh deth 
reſt in hope. | 
Deathis but a dormitory for aday. Saint 
Paul's myſtery is, We ſhall not all ſleep ; but 
ſhall all be changed. The night favours of 
mortality ; 
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£2... > - »mortality ;&fleep,that 
Morgrbyev/3. ETFS. I : ore Rog rake 
ſhadow: of death ;-and: where the ſhadow 
is, the body cannot be far off; Umbra fugit 
ſequentem, ſequitur fugieutem. Acquiritur_ter- 
' ra procumbent:bus. The ſhadow flies him that 
follows it, follows him that flies it. The Earth 
z obtained by them that fall down upon it. _ 
x LE Ivy *'Well;faid S. Auguſt ine, 
b In-vita wigilant - - Ch) The righteom, Watch 
Jus y ided. 686 mane Life, therefore they 

dicuntur.doxmaye. © IF 
are ſaid to ſleep in'Death. 
When. God made ai helper unto Man, 
Wag 00" Ie Jenr 8 Un” icep 
cSompium #grois7;” upon him. (c) The feep 
lutis eſt indjcium. of. rhe fick we, know is a 
” ſign of Health. It is 
Chriſt's ſaying, If he ſleep be ſhall do well. 
- Bur, let it be Death, fo called, from De- 
youring, which- our firſt Parents taſted; or, 
Mors.4-mor2 + Death from delay, which yet 
farries not 4or us, though ſhe wait for- us ; 
let her berſtiled Lady, Miſtreſs of the-wortkd, 
whowill not; be courted, nor.yet caſt off : 
Yet is ſhe buta voice only, a thing next to 
 -  . __., Nothing, to be ſeared 

Vox tautummoroeft, Oni for the found. 

fola rimendajon.. "+ 55+ berrer- called a 
 Fransfiguration' or Trafſmigration from 
a rex one 


Ld % Ob SR... AWE *. p W's we "— "4% ” 
4 


poor UE ns” fps 


Eos 


aid Jmmno2tallcy, 21 


— 


one life to another : A, departure, not a 
paſſage : Tranſitus, quem tranſire non mtel- 
ligimus, tranſiiſſe ſentimus : A paſſage which 
we feel gone, but nut going. As the day go- 
eth away, and the ſhadows of the evening 
are ſtretched out ; ſo paſlleth away my 
Life, even like a vepour that appeareth 
for a lictle time PR 

The Grave grieves me not, becauſe it 
was my Lord's bed ; it is the houſe appoint- 
ed for the living ; It is but a with-drawing 
Room, to retire in for a while ; a going to 
bed to take Reſt ſweeter than fleep. And 
when it 1s cime'to Tile, hen I awake, then 
ſhall T be fatisfied with thy likeneſs, faith the 
Prophet Dawuzd. 


7 PER. 
Death common to all. 


N the mean time Death is common to 
all. Moors eticm Saxis, Nominibu/aue 
venit : Death ſeifetd upon even Stones thenm- 
ſelves and Names. All men nauft pay this 
debt to Nature, though they cannor pay 
air Creditors. Ir isa favour alforded by 
atu at ſhe 
Nawires. or pee = Qued graviſſmum 
mg fectt, fecit commu=- 
hath made common ; we ; ut Rey 
that 
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Faci, conſolaretur &- that the equality of fate 
qualitas. might comfort the cru- 
elty of it. At the firit minute of thy lite 
thou wert condemned to dig ; ever tince, 
thou haſt been led towards thy executi- 
on ; thou art not far from the place : Say 
to thy Soul, Ariſe out.of thy bed of ſloth, 
and watch over thy ſelf, look on the Pale 
Horſe, and her that fits thereon, whoſe 
name is Death. Provide that thou be not 
ſuddenly ſurpriſed, and die before thou 
begin to live. Who lives and ſhall not ſee 
death? Only Virtue ſtands exempt from 


death. 
The life of Man is but th imperfect Story 


Of his adventure towards future Glory : 
Foredeath to finiſh, 00 will ſtick to ſay, 
A gloricus Eve foretells a glorious Day. 


The Fathers have eaten Manna, and are 
dead : Nay, even Chriſt himſelf, being found 
in faſhion as a Man,humbled himſelf ,and be- 
came obedient unto death. It 1s as natural to 
die, as tobe born; yet when we ſay a man 
dies naturally, we ſpeak improperly,for a 
man dies not as a beaft, by an annihilation 
of Nature, but by a Law, not by chance, 


courſs of Nature, nor influence of Stars, 
but 
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but then and thercfore, becaulie 1t 13foap- 
pointed : 77 zs appointed for all, once to die. 
Diſeaſes and Death know no faces ; in the 
crave all look alike ; Lavarss ſores will 
make as good duſt as 7ezebel's paint. Ir is 
the municipal Law of Earth, to die once; 
of Heaven to live for ever ; of Hell, ro-die 
for ever. We arc born,we die. Like Fonah's 
Gourd,we come up ina night,and aregone 
in a night; we come into the world with a 
ſheet about us,no ſooner born, but going to 
be buried. Sereca fays,truly,Ye are born ory- 
ing, we livelaughins, and die [izhing. Dexth 
unto the man of this World is molt bitter, 
but unto the man of Godt is advantage ; 
whereforethe Martyrs Gt holy Confetiors 
in old time reputed theday of their Death, 
their Birthday ; Bleſſed are they that die in the 
Lord,even ſo faith the ſpirit, for they refs from 
their labonrs, and their works follow then. 
For all this, Man is even with Dearth. To 
[tay in the body is never Mun nam enim ma- 
deſired by any greatWits: gnis ingenits chara 
the good foul endures 21 corpore mora eſt, 
theſe ſtreights with trouble. Therefore what 
greatthing doth Death in haſtening diflolu- 
tion? This ſhews infirmity rather than pow-. 
er. Agedoth more.For, Mil now longa de- 
There is nothing which molitur vetuſtas. 
B 2 length 
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length of time doth not diminiſh. Death 
onely ſhortens: time, nor life; for Life's 
time ſhortens by lengthening, Morimur, 
quod mortibus vivimus. Morieris ; non quia 
eprotas, fed quia vives. We dye, becauſe we 
live by dying : and, T hou ſhalt die,not becauſe 
thou art ſick, but becauſe then liveſt. 

Bur this allmen are to know, that there 
1snothing more certain than death,nothing 
more uncertain than the time of dying ; I 
will be prepared for that at all times which 
may come at any time : I ſhall not haſten 
my death by being itill ready; but ſweeten 
It, it makes me not die the ſooner, but 
the better, Fob 30. 23. Surely, I know 
that thou wilt bring me to Death, and to the 
houſe appointed for all living. 


——_— 


——— 


Life 1s but a dying Death. 
HE Life of a Chriſtian is or ſhould be 


a continual medit ation of death. 
Sith then it is a Statute made in Heaven 
for all once to die, and that life is fo 


death ſo 
yea {gy to Splendemus licet, Her 
certain, ſhine 2e never ow tee” rang 
ſo brig bt, Ju alas, & Lal) mur, corpora vitrea : 
bodies as we are, how 


quickly 
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quickly are we broken ! Man, faith the 
Prophet Feremy, fades like a leaf, and fin 
like a wind takes lym away. Bethe time of 
| Man's reprieve never ſo long,die he mutt. 
F And ſincelife it ſelf is no true living,but a 
dying Being, and ſuch a Being, as every 
day pants for Breath, which Nature fans. 
upon it for a while; and ſince death is no 
death, but a going unto Heaven, and: 
Heaven's coming unto us; a departure,not 
a death : How can a man bur think it a 
well-ſpent life,alwaysto be meditating up- 
on Death ? Seeing his days are determined, 
the number ef his months are with thee, them 
baſt appointed his bounds that be cannot paſs, 
Bur, fairh Xemophon, 
» Why doſt thou think life 
is to be contemned, and 
yet loveſt life? 1 will not enquire, nor re- 
guire more of Death, but Death. Erras 
qui interrogas, quid fit Mors, & Propter 
| quod mortem pelam? Queris enim aliquid 
ſupra ſurnamum. 1 von art deceived who ackeſt, 
| What is Deeth, and hy am I to deſire Death? 
| for thou ſeekeſt ſomething beyond the furtbeſF. 
This I am ſure of, All man's happineſs 
here, is his Holineſs ; and his Holineſs. 
, fhall hereafter be his Happineſs. 


Cur vitam contems- 
nendamputas,& aves? 
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OFaher of Mercies ! which art willing all 
Men ſhould be ſaved; exclude me not, Theſcech 
zbeefrom thy Love and Favour but ever guide 
me wita thySpirit inthywaysunto thy King dem, 
toatT may ſhun daily more and more pride of life, 
Zaſt of the fleſh, immoderate cares. Lord, I am 
poor 12 merit, but theu art rich in mercy; feeble 
vet theu art my firength; halt, but thou canſ? 
dirett my ſteps, make me to tread in thy paths 
aprightly; blind, but thou art the light of the 
World : ſweet Feſu draw me, that I may come 
unto thee, and run after thee; that I may taſte 
m this life thy Grace and be filled in the wex; 
ith thy Glory, Amen. 


Life after Death, 


IJUT if a Man die, ſhall he live again? 
Yes, ſaith St. Pau/, We that are im his 
Tabernacle, ſizh and are burthened, becauſe we 
2would not be unclothed, but clothed upon, that 
mortality might be [wwalloved up of life. 
Death did not ſtrike 44a the firſt ſinfu!l 
man,nor Cazz the firſt Hypocrite, but Abe/ 
the Innocent and Righteous. The firſt ſoul 
that met with Death overcame Death : 


The firſt ſoul that parted from Earth,went 
[9 
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to Heaven. Neath argues no difpleaſure; 
becauſe he whom God loveth beſt, dies 
firſt, and the Murtherer is puniſhed wittt 
Living. 


—— pole Crematur ; 
Ut redeat : proprieque ſolet pubeſcere Iztho. 


—— The Phehix freely burns, 
Anl by ter own death to new youth returns ; 
So do thu learn unferced to reſign ({hine. 


Thy body, whoſe chain'd ſhape ſhall brighter 


The brighteſt days die into dark nights, 
but riſe again a mornings. Though the 
body fleep a while in duſt, yer ſhall it riſe 
again after God's likeneſs. As for me, faith 
Dawvid,T will behold thy face in righteouſneſs; 
and I ſhall be {atisfied when I awake with thy 


likeneſs. And thus faith holy Fob, Though 


my fleſh be all conſumed to bones,yet thySpirit 
blowing on dead bones, can revive them 
and couple them again with finews, and 
cloath them with fleſh. The ſoul which 
departed for a {eaſon, ſhall, as St. Pau! faid 
of On2/7zu5, COME again, and be received 
for ever. 'Ehegrain caſt into theearthafter 
a Froſt-biting, comes up the fairer. Thar 
body wiich was ſown a natural body, ſhall 

3. 45 riſe 
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riſe a ſpiritual. Sow in tears, reap in joy : 
Whoſo goeth forth weeping, carrying precicus 
feed, ſhall return with joy, and bring their 
ſheaves with them. 

Thus we ſee God will be in no Man's 
debt : ſeek God, and proſper. 

Here we live but a ſhort day, Give us 
this day our daily bread ; but hereafter in the 
worid to come, we ſhall have days, and 
thoſe good days and great days, even ſuch 
as have no night. | 

Yet for all this, This clod of Earth muſt 
lie awhile in duſ?, but it 
ſhall riſe again at laſt asa 
Lucen's Daughter, all gloricus within. For 
if, in thislife, holineſs maketh the face of a 
man to ſhine, by an irradiation from the 
heart; what fhali be the beauty of the body 
glorified ? Surely though it be not deified, 
yet ſhall it be purified or perfected and 
 Immortalized.Owur wile bodies ſhall be changed, 
end faſhioned like unto his gloricus body. Such 
honour have all his Saints. 

If then the change be ſuch, who wou'd 
not be wiliing,yea glad to die ? Al rhe days 
of mine appointed 1ime, ſaith Fob, 1 will wait 
till my change ſhall come. 

A man of great buſineſs does nething leſs 
than live, but thoſe whom happineſs ſurchar- 

| geth, 
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geth, cry out, They are nit afforded time for 
life. To be content to die, and willing to 
live: But to be willing to die, and content 
to live, is the mind of a ſtrong Chriſtian. 
Diligimirs mortem pariter pariterque menus : 
Toſe metrs te noſter amat. 
At once we love,and yet we fear to die. 
Our very fear loves the great Deſtiny. 


— 


Death deſirable, in what reſpects. 


Hriſt is, non ignarus vel quam miſera eſ- 

ſet hac vita,vel quam optabilzs pretioſa 
mors; vitam faſtiatebat, mortem vero exopta-- 
bat. Chrift Feſus, who was neither ignorant. 
of the miſeries of Life, nor how deſirable and 
prectous death is, did leath life, but greatly 
deſired to dye. When the Senator Cato was 
asked a queſtion concerning Death., 
Sk Should God, {aid he, $7 Deus (Inquit ille) 
grant meſucha boon, mihi largiatur, ut 
**asto become young a- «probing valde 
* gain, I ſhouid feriout- recuſem: nec me 
« ]y refuſe it; neither ?*Ye penitce;quia 


bene VIXxt., Nec times 
cc - VIXt, 0 
yer doth it trouble ,; quiaex hoſpi- 


*© me to have lived, be- rio non domo diſces 
* cauſe I have lived dz 
CAUtc ave uve m. 


- ©* well; nor do I fear to dye, being to leave 
O B 


g ” not: 
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** not my Houſe, but my Inne. 

Could we as innocently with our own 
death as the Saints do the day ofJudgment, 
we might ſafely deſire it(for who can blame 
the detire of advantage ? ) bur, ill circum- 
ſtances vitiate our deſires; collateral re- 
{pects to our own eaſe,as to berid of trou- 
bles, freed of griefs, diſcontentments and 
tnelike; theſe commonly beget ſuch a wiſh 
in us. Elias himſelf was fo impatient of dif- 
contents, as he fat him down under a Ju- 
niper tree, deſiring, that hemight dye, ſfay- 
ing, It ws enough now, O Lord, take away 
my life ; for I am no better than my Fathers, 

It is the ſaying of the Preacher. Death is 
20t to be ſought in the error of youth, yet for 
ſome reſpe6ts it may be deſired. 


Portus eſt ; aliquando petendus, nunquam - 


recuſ[andus: Death is a Haven, ſometimes to 
be ſought, never to be refuſed. 

I. Asfirſt, That ſo we may betimes leave 
off to ſin ; iince fin livesin us,and leaves us 
not till death ; It was the ſaying of Socra- 
Dixit Socrates, Ap- 5 When Death approa- 
propinquante morte cheth, thou groweſt more 
multo es divinior. divine ; If the ſouls un- 
der the Altar cry, How long, O Lord? if 

they folicite for theday of Judgment,why 


not I for my day of Death, fince ag 
| ts 
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day is but the eve of God's day ? Zenon 
ſaid, I have no fear but of old age. 

Secondly,Becaulſe the ſoul that ſoon de- 

parts ei/patcheth her PFacilitts ad Superos 


journey to Heaven with iter facit quia mi- 


more eaſe, becauſe ſhe 1ws fecss ponderiſque 
hath centraCted leſs dregs 14% 

and prejſare. And whar's the diſtance 'twixt 
life and death ? So little as, with the Anti- 
ents,7 he Ermvlem of Life Embvlema vite Ocu- 
Was, 41#2 0pen eje; of death [US APETtUS, mOrt1S 


J- ..- : 
2 EY 44 7 = 

A ſout NY, but ZCL CXTIFNCE £4008 m— EXFERE 
3 nec pus 1NtE- 


nor did they imagine any reſſe putaverunt, in- 
Y10re difference betwixt ter mortem & vitam 
dearh and lifethan the quam niumocul:. 
poor twinkling of an eye is to ſight, Man is 
ony a wink of life, his lifeand death joyn 
as near as joy and grief; where rears (the 
limbeck of the heart) cxpreſs both. 

3. Thirdly, That fo we might theſoon- 
er come tolive indeed, be in our Countrey,, 
whereas now we are but in the way to It. 
Vitapreſens non wita eſt, ſed via ad vitam, 
Preſent life is no life, but the way only tolife, 
For, when we ceaſe to be Men,we begin to 
be Angels. For wck. caule,St. Bernard faith, 
Precipuat quiſq; vitam ſuam: Futuri,deſiderio 
labcrat qraſentiumtedio. Every manthrows 
hus life headlong from him, labouring with a 

deſire 
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defire after the future, and weary of the preſent. 
Thereare three meſſengers of Death,Ca- 
ſualty, Sickneſs, Age; the two firſt are doubt- 
full,fince many have recovered them both, 
the laſt is certain ; the two firſt are ſudden, 
thelaſt leaſurely 8: deliberate. For all men, 
upon ſo many ſummons, but eſpecially for 
an old man, it 1s a ſhame to be unprepared 
fordeath; for where others ſee they may 
die, he ſees he uf? Cie: I was long avo 
o1d enough to die, bur if I live till Age, Lf 
will think my ſelf roo old to live longer. 
Yet it is a wonder to ſee how we love 
the preſent, and leſs eſteem the future. 
Men do commonly ſay, There 1s no time 
but the preſent, let thatbe true in Time, yer 
it holdsnot in Divinity ; for man muſt chiet- 
ly mind his ſoul. The preſent is not that 
Nimis anguſtatgau- Which contents the 
dia, qui preſentibus Soul, He too narrowly 
acquieſcit. pincheth hzs own joysthat 
royteth [atisfied with what 3s preſent. They 
are only creatures of inferiour nature,that 
are pleaſed with the preſent. Man is a 
future creature, the eye of his Soul looks 
beyond this life ,Scrutarur aligued ſupra mun- 
dum: Futura & Preterita deleftazt: haecex- 
peftatione, illarecordatione. He pries after 
jometbing beyond the Werld; future and paſt 
| | thing s, 
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things, beth delight him ; the former by their 
expettation, the ether by remembrance. 

'Whoſo feels not a deſire in his Soul of 
ſomething beyond his life, is not ſettied in 
the point of the immortality of the Soul : 
for in every ſupernatural man there is im- 
printed an undeterminable defire ofmore 
than what this preſent life can yield. There- 
fore wedo notdetermine our contentment 
in things preſent; butexpect future things, 
moreand greater than here weare capable 
of, Speranti grand:a, mediocria ſunt ingrata : 
To one that hopes after great things, mean 
ones are unpleaſant. All things tend totheir 
center ; the ſtones, totied trom the earth, 
borrow wings to their weighty nature to 
deſcend beneath where they have their 
look : Rivers are touched with amorous 
curioſity to re-vifit their mother, the Sea : 
the pyramidal F/zmes of fire witneſs they 
burn with deſire only of joyning them- 
ſelves with their firſt beginning. 

Heaven isour Center, why ſhould not 
we be raviſhed to be there,to joynas Atoms 
totheir Unity, and as Rays to the body of 
their light ; toſhew us the way, from aloft 
dothole torchesof the night, gallantly ſhew 
us their twinkling baits ; they ſhine not to 
us, but to ſhew us the way of. their Azure 

vaults 
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vaults, as being the only place of our re- 
poſe. The Heawvens declare the Glory of God, 
and the Firmament ſhews his handy-work. | 


— 


— 


The Soul's Excellency. 


RB what 1s this Soul, that ſo delights in 
futures? Tho it be ſhapeleſs and im- 
material,yet it would make a man heaven- 
ly proud to contemplate of how divine a 
nature, quality and eſſence itis: Lift up 
thy eyes, O miſerable Soul ! Lift up thy 
dull and drowſte eyes: behold ro what end 
thou wert created ! And behold in what 
condition thou doſt now abide? Thou wert 
created to be the Spouſe of Chriſt, the 
temple of God, a Vellel of eleQtion, the 
throne of the true Solozom, even the rich 
and royal Seat of Wiſdom : 7he ſou! is dei- 
fed; if ſhe be conſidered in hereſlentiality, 
Secundum formam faith St. Bernard, 1» ber 
eſt Deus , ſecundum form ſhe is a divine pow- 
materiam eſt anima. er, in her matter a ſeul. 
Her amative virtue unites her to God, ail 
vertueselſe to her. Therefore ſaith St. 4:- 
Quan: pulebra er, © broſe, Ho beautifull art 
anima peccata deſ- thou made, O my ſous, by 
tunendo\ Pulchrior, having ſin —_ in 

| thee ! 
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thee! how more beautifull m— CO 
: hb was ando! FUulc 

by contemplating thi. fair _ —_— m—_ 

and glorious fabrick of 1, 

the World ! but moſt 

beautifull, by adhering through Iowe unto God. 

She partakes of that good which is in 
God, which the kody doth nor, ' but by 
participation with the foul. Ler us make 
man after our own likeneſs. 

The body,though it hath the honour to 
be companion with the ſoul, yer it is bur 
her drudge ; Chriſtians ſay of the ſou], 
That's the man : the body is but the caſe. 
Heathens could ſay, The foul was 2 parti. 
cle of divine breath. SOME Divine particula 
will have it a ſpirit mixt aure. 
of fire and air ; Others a ſelf-moving nums 
ber ; Seneca ſaith, What Quid aliud eſt ani- 
75 the ſoul elſe, but a Dei» ma,quam Deus in 
ty ſojourning in man's bo- corpore humano hoſ- 
dy ? Never any could Pitaxs ? 
give it ſuch a definition, that either ano- 
ther or himſelf could conceive it. And no 
wonder, for its ſelf cannot conceive its 
own ſelf-excellency, becauſe it ſuffered a 
compoſure before it ſelf was. 7ri/megi/trs 
faith, 'The ſoul is the Horizon of time, in 
that itis immortal. It wasthe life of breath, 
that gave it the breath of life : therefore 

admira- 
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admiration rather than ſearch, becomes a 
manin ſuch aſecret : yet ſo good is God to 
Man,that wherein we cannot reach him, 
he commonly deſcends to us. Tu/ly ſaid, 
No man could ever per- 
Mzihi quidem nun- F 


avon peru v6. fade me, that our ſouls, 
tuit, animos,dum in WL hulſt they are in theſe 
corporiburmortalibus mortal bodies, live; and 
eſſent, vivere ; cum when they go forth thence, 
exiſſent ex in emori, J;o St Bernard faith 
better, The Sou! deth nat put off her native 


a” beau! but puts on a new 
formam nativam ſed 07e ; this 1s added, but 
ſuperinduit peregri- that is not loſt, And yet 
nam ; lla addita,iſ- this ſpiritual eſſence of 
ta non perdita. the foul was therefore 
clogged withanearthy body, that it ſhould 
not grow proud,as thoſe Angels did that fe!). 

Let me ever worſhip the great God of 
this little God my ſoul, and rhen ſearch no 
further. For this 1s an inquiſition, fitter 
for Angelical intelligence, than Man's 
ſhallow capacity. 

Only this I know, that to no creature 
elſe God hath given a reaſonable ſoul. Of 
creatures, the loweſt rank have no Jife, the 
next 79 ſenſe, the third 79 reaſon ; none but 
Man hath Grace, nor is there hope in any 
creature elſe but man, which hope is pron 
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him for the ſuſtenration of his ſoul ; For 
The ſoul is nct like che ,;ma hominis non 
Camelicn, to be fed with eſt inſtar Camelion- 
wind ; It cannot be fed t:5,ut paſcatur vento. 
with fancies, nor all the favours of the 
World. She is /o gererons, as nothing but 
the chief good, will ſa- ; 

tisfie her. St. Auguſtine, SORT Ie. 
in a Comparative betwixt things temporal 
andeternal, faith thus. ** We love things 
** temporal before we havethem, more than 
* when we have them, becauſe the foul, 
** when ſhe hath them, cannot be farisfied 
* with them : bur things eternal, when 
* they are actually poſſeſſed, are more 
* loved than when but Gdefired ; for net- 
* ther Faith could believe, nor Hope ex- 
** pe, ſo muchas Charity ſhall find when 
* Erernity comes in poſſeſſion. 

There 1s no ſoul in the World, how hap- 
py ſoever it thinks it ſelf here, bur points its 
apprehenſions beyond what it poſlziles 
here. | 

2 that contemplates theſe things, will 
Lear himſelf roo loftily, and think himſelf 
too good,to look fo low astheſe ſublunary 


things : he will deſpiſe 5a/e things of earth, 


as the laughing ſtocks of the forld. 


That 
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Anguſtus eſt ani- That ſoul is too narrow, that 


mus quem terrena 1s pleaſed with things earthly ; 


aeleFant. Man only admires Magna- 
lia Cali, The great things of Heawen. 

How then can this beauty be pleaſed 
to inhabit long i Contubernio ijto,in this pi- 
tifull Iodeing? bring my ſou! out of priſon, 
faith David, that I may praiſe thee, I am 
9ot where I am nw ({aith the Soul.) 

As for the body, allit cares,is but for a ſe- 
pulture; for although the carcate be inſen- 
{ible of any poſture or polition, yet honeſt 
ſepulture is a bleſſing. That body which 
had the honour to be the Temple of ſuch 
a gueſt as the holy Ghoſt deſerves this fa- 
VOUr. 

But becauſe many times the houſes of 
the dead, and the urned bones do meet 
with foul hands, for this alſo nature hath 
provided. As Mecenzs ſpeaks well, 


Nec tumulum quaro : Sepelit Natura reliffos. 
I {eek no Toms, 


/ . / - */\ 7-2/4 
Nature ſvall give our bones a burying r0913, 


It is one of the petitions of every good 
foul, Thy Kingdom come, O Lord: yet(iauirh 
Sal uſtine) Tits is Ec | 
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ſans exit ? quis cum mot £o-out groaming and 
acceſſerir mors, 108 eorumabling for all this ? 
tergiverſatur, timer, JO Foy 7 
plorat ? hs is it that when deat 
ccmes on,doth nat ſhrink 
back for fear, and weep? Lord, I am here 
towreſtle,not oneiy with fleſh and bloud, 
but with principalities, and powers, and 
ſpiritual wickedneſs; O take me from theſe 
tents of Kedarintothe heavenly Feruſalem, 
whereSaran ſhall be utterly trodden down 
under my feet: I am here in heavineſs 
through many aMictions,O receive me in- 
tothar place of reſt, where all tears ſhall 
be wiped from my eyes; where there ſhall 
be no more death, nor ſorrow, but to fol- 
low the Lamb whitherſoever he goes. 


Marm”s croſs Nature. 


N all things elſe,cbſerve how contrarily 

. we Carry our ſelves; Thelabourer from 
his work haſtens to his bed : The Mariner 
rows hard to gain the Port: TheTraveller 
is glad when he is within kenning of his 
Inn: yet we, when death comes to put us 
In our Port, ſhun it as a Rock : we fear 
what we ſhould wiſh, and wiſh what we 
ſhould fear. Abraham, the Father of the 
Faichfu:, 
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Faithfull, at God's command, left his Kin- 


"I 


dred and went into a ſtrange Land ; how * 


willingly ſhould we leave this Countrey, 
where we are only Strangers and Pilgrims, 
and deſire to be diffolved and to be with 
Chriſt, which is beſt of all. 

Haſt thou wont, O my Body! when the 
day hath wearied thee, to lie down un- 
willingly to thy reſt? Behold in this ſleep 


_— —m—_— WY. 


there is more quietneſs, more pleaſure of | 


Viſions, more certainty of waking, more 
chearfuineſs in riſing : why then art thou 
loth to think of laying off thy Rags and 
repoſing thy ſelf? Why art thou like a 


Child, unwilling to go to bed ? Haſt thou | 


ever ſeen any Bird, which when the Cage 
hath been opened, would rather fit ſtill 
and ſing within her Grates , than fly 
forth unto her freedom in the woods ? 
haſt thou ever ſeen any Priſoner in love 
with his bolts and fetrers? Did the chief 
of the Apoſtles, when the Angel of God 
ſhined in his Goal, and ftruck him on the 
hde,and looſed his twoChains,and bad him 
ariſe quickly,and opened both the Wooden 
andIronGates,fay,what,foſoon? yet alittle 
ſleep? Whar madneſs had it been,rather to 
ſlumber berwixt his two Keepers, than to 
follow che Angel of God into _— ? 

aſt 


mgm nee, Werner meerorom en > ne 


TI Tr nm WI 


9, © 


and immotaltty, 4r 
Haſt thou ever ſeen any Mariner that hath 
{aluted the Sea with Songs,and the Haven 
with Tears! What ſhall I ſay to this difti- 
denc?,O my ſoul! that thou art unwilling 
to think of reſt afrer thy toy], of freedom 
after thy durance, of the Haven after an 
,unquiet and tempeſtuous paſſage ? How 
many are there that ſeek death, and can- 
not find it, meerly out of the irkſomneſs 
of life. Hath ir found thee, and offered thee 
better Conditions,not of immunity of evils, 
but of poſſeſiion of more good than thou 
canſt think,and wouldſt thou now flee from 
happineſs,to be rid of it? O ſoul,cafſt away 
every thing that hindereth thee in thy 
Journey, that: thou mayeſt go lightly to 
thy heavenly home. 

O Father of mercy, who haſt placed 
us in this world as in the middle between 
heaven and hell, aſliſt and ſtrengthen us 
with thy Spirit to the end chat we may be 
found blarneleſs in the end : Lord, make 
us here thy Subjects in the Kingdom of 
Grace, that hereafter we may be thy 
Saints in the Kingdom of Glory, Amen. 


— 


Man's Better Choice, | 
S often to call to mind the happineſs of good 
men,the calamity of the evil,and the vanity 


of 
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of theWorldly man. Hear,O Chriſtian! what 
the Pagan faith. Luid ni non timeat, qui ſpe- 
rat, mori * How cannot he chuſe, but not to 
fear to die, ho hopes die ? 

It is harder to make a true Philoſopher 
patient of life, than of death. 


ne IC — 


Hic ſpe mortis patienter dolet. 

Et tedio doloris libenter moritur. 

Hunc fert illam expe at. 
 Expe&ta, mors tarde, ſcd tamen venir. \ 


This man in hopes of death mourns quietly : 
And tir d with grief,as willingly would dye. 
Expetting death he ſinks not under 2v0e ; 

For, wait alittle, death comes ſuretho flow. 
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Have God in thy mind all the days of 
thy life,let this alſo be writcen in thy mind, 
Vertue ſhall ſee God, he that lives well is 
a true Chriſtian, yea rather an Angel. Me- 
ditate we at all hours, of the hour of our 
departure out of this life, according to that  ! 
of the Wiſe man, Remember thy latter end, | 
and thou ſhalt never do amiſs. | 

Therefore faith St. Paul, I amin a ſtrait 
betwixt two, whether to live in the fleſh were 
profitable for me; and which to chuſe 2ot not, | 
Yet atlaſt reſolved, Liveor die, Chriſt was | 
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to him advantage. Woe is me how long have 
I ftayed ! alas, how late do I come, how flows- 
Iy do T haſten, O my God! the Sun of my life 
hath paſſed his meridian, and I am now in the 
afternoon of my age; the night of nature will 
come ſoon upon me, when Death as God's Ser- 
geant will arreſt my body upon debt due toNa- 
tureqny ſonl upon treſpaſs committed againſt 
God; the one he will bind hand and foot, and 
commit cloſe priſoner to the Grave ; the other 
he will arraign in the high court of Heaven, 
where God ſhall be bothParty and Fudge to an- 
[wer all Objections, as well of Ignorance as of 
Contempt. 

Therefore to be looſed and to be with 
Chriſ# was beſt of all. 

Till then, God grant that I may have 
life as the object of my patience, but death of 
my deſire. 

'So ſhall T fulfill my courſe with joy : 
when Lite 1s not dear to me, nor Death. 
2rIeVOUs. 


Life and Death compared, 


N elder times both Wiſe men, Grear 
men and Mean men,had Death in ſuch 
eſtimation,and ſo undervaluedLife,as thar 
| they 
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they fondly faid, had man been worthy to 
know whatLite was,before hereceived it, 
he would have beenloath to accept it; Ne- 
mo wvitam acciperet, fi daretur ſcientibus. No 
man would take Life, did he know whatis g1- 
ven him. Lite wouid have kept us in ſlave- 
ry,but that Death frees us. The Heathen- 
gods held Death to be Man's Summum bo- 
num,chief gcod: Therefore Trophonins,when 
he had built and dedicated that goodly 
Temple art De!phos; asking of 4pello,for his 
recompence,that thing which was beſt for 
man ; the Oracle bad him go home, and 
within three days ke ſhould have it; with- 
in which time, he died. They accounted 
Death but the retreat of Life. Oprimmum na- 
ture Inventum, AMors : The beſt diſcovery of 
nature : For by it every man might make 
himſelf happy,no man be longer miſerab'e, 
| than he will ; Does /ife 
Placetne vita ? vivet pleaſe thee ? live fell 
Non placer ? licet eo EE, Lil?” bo. 
reverts,unde veniſts, Po** 11 08 þ eaſe? thou 
mayeſt return hither , 
whence thou cameſt. They thought no ſtate 
miſerable,bur that which Death could not 
remedy : wherefore, ſay they, a wiſe man 
lives but ſolong as he ſhould, not ſo long 
as he can. | 
If death were not in our power, we 
ſhould 
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ſhould deſire it more than now we fear it. 
Phocion in Athens being condemned to die, 
the Executioner refuſed todo his Office,un- 
leſs he had 12 Drams paid himin hand ; Pho- 
cion,leſt death ſhould be put to attendance, 
borrowed it of a friend, and gave ithim. 
Evenas at Athens (faid he) men might not 
die cheaply. Reaſon, the Quemadmodum As 
Miſtreſs of all things, thents,inquit,ne mg- 
taught them, that com- 11 gratts licee. 
mon ſafety lay indeath; Invitum gui ſervat, 
And he that ſaves a man * dem facit occidents 
againſt his will, does no leſs than be that kills 
him. Life is ſubject ro many mistortunes : 
But, In eo qui ſcit mori, nil poteſs Fortuna ; 
Fortune cannot harm him, that knows how to 
die. This made them cheriſh theſe deſpe- 
rate conceits, That it Ni! referre, faciatve 
made no matter, whether finem an recipuat. 
a man cauſed his ownend,or recerved it; think- 
Ing it bravery to uſe miſchief fora remedy. 
ThoughLife be not, yet Death is at aMan's 
command ; Mcrs nibil aliud eſt quam welle : 
Death is no more but to be willing. Tn which 
reſpect no man could complain of life, be. 
cauſe it binds no man. TE Vita neminem tenet. 
any man did complain this was their wiſh. 
Mors utinam pavidos vite ſubducere nollet; 
Sed Virtus hanc ſola daret,— 
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O that death would net life from cowards take, 
But that the prize of walour onely make. 
In ſcorn ſome have ſaid, Egge expettem, | 
wvel morbi crudelitatem,vel hominis? cum po- 
ſim medio exiretormento, & adwverſa diſcutere? 
What ſhall I wait, for either the cruelty of a 
diſeaſe, or of a man; whenas I can in the | 
heirht of my torment go off at my pleaſure, 
and throw off all adverſity ? But their braveſt | 
conceit was worſe, that it was a generons | 
kind of death, for a man to be author of his | 
own death. If it be permitted to deſire 
death, why isitill togive it to themſelves ? 
To maintain this by reaſon, as well as 
Courage ; this was their affertion ; Death 
was natural, therefore welcome any way. | 
Vivere noluit, qus He could have no mind 
mori non vult, to live, who had none 10 
die : Fle is forry that he was a Man, that 
is not glad to die. It is inevitable, therefore 
we muſt be 1eſo'ute; Bear-well, not blame, 
Feras, non culpes, what cannot be avoided. 
quod wvitari noneſt. Fools fly it, old men | 
attend it, wiſe men wiſh it. Nay, ſome ſo | 
prided themſelves in this way, that, for 
care, fear, or grief, they would nor die : 


Non inferam mibi 1 will not lay hands upon | 
manus, propeer dolo- 1) ſelf for any grief C | 
rem. Nor yet, for Fear : 'Z:s | 
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a fooliſh thing to die for Stultum eſt, timore 


fear of death ; nor yer mIrtis, mort. 


through threats of 'Torments. To die ſo, 
is to be. vanquijhd : But Sic mori, Vinci e#:. 
if ſo be their fortune began to grow doubt- 
full, and if many tron Si nulla occurrebant 
bles appeared, diſturbing mnleſta,tranguilita- 
their peace, then it was fem rurbantia, &c. 
fortitude to diſpatch themſelves ; How, 
or with what it mattered nor. 

A way was ſoen opened to a great liberty, 
with a little Pen-knife, 
and by one prick thereof Sca/pelzmn aperrmy 
full ſafety ſecured, (ſaid por rp 2 ge li 

, ; : erratem via, pins 
Seneca, when he bled ctoſecuritas conſiate. 
to death.) 

Cato will die, becauſe the Common- 
wealth declined ; Nerwa, becauſe the Laws 
were not kept ;$:/vianns, becauſe he would 
not hve at the mercy of his Enemy: L#- 
cretia,to cover a diſhonour, Thus may folly 
do that which nature cannot defend. 

But, Where are ihe diſputers of the world, 
ſaith St. Pau/? Others thought Death was 
to be expected till nature called for it, or 
Juſtice took it. For defence of a Man's 
Countrey, Laws or Religion, men might 
lay downtheir lives; but 
not for oftentation, in Porere animas ſuas. 

C 2 diſcon” 
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__ diſcontentment. *7;s 
Bona res ſr, mori good to die a man's 01 
Jus wcorve. natural death. Yet ſome 
will die for wantonneſs, if they want their 
Wills. [—Sed furor eſt, Ne moriare, mori, 
But this is madneſs, certainly ; 
That thou maiſt not die, for to die. 
Life was given Man,to manage it tothe 
utmoſt. Having bur the uſe of our lives, 
ve are bound to husband themto the beſt 
advantage. Every oneis kere ſet Centinel, 
and not to leave the place,till his Captain 
Non eſt optima que pla- call him off. That is 
cet, ſed que decet mors. not the beſt deat hwhich 
pleaſerh but which becomes me. That death is 
beſt, which was well recollected, quietly 
ſuffering what it could not poſlibly prevent. 
Ir is not enough to die with a Roman 
Courage ; nor to be as reſolute asCaro,who 
told Cz/ar,he feared his pardon more than 
the pain he threatned : Nor yet, that the 
cauſe of death be juſt ; but it muſt be alſo 
neceſſary, uniought, inevitable. 

But to let go this diſcourſe, my Con- 

templation lies another way. | 
Oaly this let me tay, Divines need: not 
be aſhamed to wear the Jewels and rhe 
Ear-rings of Egy ptians ; they are n many 
things to full of luſtre, and fo rs 
an 
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Man in this world lives by appointment, 
and God for his own purpoſes makes Life 
ſweer, and Death terrible. Emor: nolo ; 
mortuum me efſe non euro. Many there are, 
that fear not ſo muchto be dead,as to die. 
Aſſidue variatur Homo, per adverſa & Pro- 
ſpera : neſcit, quando moriatur. Man is con- 
tinually changing betwixt good and evil, and 
knows not when he ſhall die. 

Tolabour not todie, is labour in vain: To: 
live without fear of death, 
is todie living. A Secare life 
is a dead Sea. 

This let a wiſe man do; 209d neceſſe eſt, ne 
timeat: Duod incertum eſt ſemper expettet. Let 
him not fear what muſt needs be,and let hins 
expett ever what may be.But heneither fears 
nor feels death, yt. hath his hopes in heaven. 

Zenon was wont to ſay, There was no- 
Happineſs bur /:fe,it introducing eternity ; 
no unhappineſs bur living long,it prolong- 
ing miſery: for the beſt condition of it was 
bur a variety of vanity.Wherefore, as life: 
was welcome, ſo age was to him fearful : - 
The moſt afflicted men, draw comforc 
from the hopes of Death; Therefore 

Seek not conſolation againſt Death; bur 
ler Death be thy conſolation. Coxzforter, is 
his Name: In Death there is comfort :- 
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Secura vita, eſt 
mare mortutm. 
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gatnit Death. Acrtem optare, malum; tt- 
mere, pejus : *Tis evil to pray for Death, bat 
tis worſe to fear it, But,to make Death ea- 
fie, look thorough Death at G'ory ; think 
not ſo much of Death,as of the Glory thar 
Mors non aufers follows it;atthe worſt Death 
witam, fed in dethnct take away life,but re- 
melins eransfert. mowes it for the beiter : Life 
gives way to Death,and makes way for it. 
If it be ſharp for the time: Puer es,/i mavis 
' menere in{anus, cunm medicinam [uſt inere a- 
mnaram Theu ait out a Coild if theu hadft ra- 
th continue ſich than take unpleaſant Phyſich. 
A man will ealily ſwallow a bitter Pill, to 
g4in health, The Phyſician helps us not 
without pain, and yet we reward him for 
it. Feb ſaith of Death, From ſix treubles it 
delivereth,Et in ſeptima non tanget te malum, 
and in the ſeventh, that is, at rhe point of 
death, 9 evil ſhall touch thee: Peeping may 
endure for a night,but joy cometh in the morn- 
#7. Fit your ſelf for it, and you will never 
fear it. Do by it as.you do in other things; 
when you weuld go to fieep, you pur of 
your Cloaths,you draw the Curtains, put 
out the Candice, and go to Ped ;thus as it 
were actirg ſlkep, before ye go to {leep : 
So aadreſs your ſelf to death; Azzn 1th 
down, and riſcth nat till the heavens be n0 

mire : 
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2re : O that thou wou'dſt hide me in the 

Grave! that thou wouldſt keep me ſecret: 

and then, as the Father ſaith, 

Dea athoegins reſ# to Fs 19 hom God doth F Nl 
Tis Heaven's Laid Jer, Gate to Life above : 
Bring your ſelf ac quainted with death, 

that when | If COMES It MAY COMC,720t. a5 az 

k,nemy, but as a Gueſt; Non ut hoſts, ſed ut 
not:-as a Foe, bur as a _ hopes. 

Friend ; not as a Stranger, but as a Gueſt 

that you! Mad longlooked for: and bid death 
we:come, more bleiled- than your: birth. 

Thus did Selommon upon his Lhrone, ex- 
to! his Colin above his Crown. What a 
2rief then is it to ſee great men in theſeday's 
burd Houſes of that ſtrength and ſtate, as 
if they ſhould always live, and yetſ3 live, 
as if they had but mortal fouls? like the old 
Romans, Who thought eternity Uwelt in 
Statues, and in Marble Monuments. The 
0/4 Fathers lived in Caves ; Cain firit built 
a City on Earth, but loſt Heaven ; I dwell 
in Cedars, but God's Ark remains un: der Cur - 
tains, was Dawid's gr ief. 

It is good counſel, Get familiar acquain- 
tance with death , that Effice martem tibi 
2.en thy Death ſhall hap fam: liarem,ut poſſis, 
pen, theu mayeſt go forth com ſors talerit, ills 
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zt. Though Death be terrible, yet Inno- | 
Cency: is bold. Death doth not comple- 
ment with the honourable perſon, bur 
uſeth him as coarſly as the baſe. Mors e- | 

| quo pede pulſat, pauperum tabernas, Regum- | 
que turres; Death knocks as well at a Prin- 
ces Pallace, as a Poor man's Cottage ; Wiſe 
men die, as well as Fools. 

As the thought of Death daunts an i!l 
liver;ſo it makes a good man more humble, 
more wary,and more fruitfull. Yet donot 
as the Dueliſts and Gallants of the times 
do, [ go into the field to ſeek death, and 
hnd honour : | Swift 4/ahel, had he gone 
bur Nlawly, might have overtaken death, 
but he runs to fetch it ; ſo do Combatants 
in theſe days. Infelix vitoria ; chm witio 
ſuccumbit wviftor : Aut morieris pro homicidio, 
aut wives homicida. Where 'tis an unhappy 
vittory : Fer the Conquerer does baſely ſubmit 
ro fin ; and thou ſhalt either die for Murther, 
or live a Murtherer. Nor do, as the wits of 
the timedo,put a ſcorn upon Death ; and, 
to be accounted good company dare abuie 
God, deſpite death, and talk prophanely ; | 
yet no man,for offending good fellowſhip | 
muſt reprove them : To be bitterly witty | 
in invectives, pleaſes : and to have brain e- | 
nough to be a Timor, ſeems a jolly thing: | 

but 
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bur in theſe caſes, ſaith St. Auguſtine, it 1s 
a faultnotrofind faultz Mn quemadmo- 


For as wicked diſcourſe dum malus ſermo du- 
leads into ſin,ſo does ſuch cit in peccatum, ſie 


felence leave amanin it. filentium relinquit 


A man may be man- ?7 54%: 

nerly in the form, but muſt be round in 
the matter ; for a friend cannot make a 
more improvement of his friendſhip; than. 
by a round reproof of his friend. upo 
ſuch an occaſion. 

One faithwell, Sin dotb I in the eye, but 
worſe in the tongue : I know not, ſaid ano- 
ther,whether the maintenance of theleaſt evil 
be not worſe than the commiſſion of the great- 
eft : Forthis may be of frailty,, that argues 
obſtmacy. Likewiſe, prophane. ſpeeches, 
how ſharp: ſoever, are ever harefull to a 
good ear. Wherefore play not the wanton 
with Heaven, take no part with wir a- 


, againſt godlineſs; ſuch air poyſons good- 


neſs, and brings ſadneſs at the laſt. 
Seneca, obſerving. that ill men in their 
converſation, and good men in their pray.- 
ers, made over-bold with God ; gave this: 
counſel : So deal with men, as if God ſaw 
thee ; {o [peak to God,. as if men heard thee.. 
But, ſay the Good-fellows of the World, 
_ Let 
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Offendatur Deus, ne Let God be diſpleaſedxa- 
contriſtetur amicus. hep than thy friend aiſ- 
zafted. Let us enjoy our ſelves ; To what 
elſe ſerves the fulneſs of our fortunes ? 

Bur he counſels better who {aith, 7e- 
peranda eſt felicttas mundi, meditaticne mor- 
tis ; ut vinum, aqua dilutum. The happineſs 
of the 2vorld is tobe tempered with the remems- 
brance of death, as ine 4s with water ; 
Such an allay proſperity requires. 

To this end good Foſeph of Arimathza 
| built hisSepulchre in hisGazden: Sau] 1s no 
ſooner anointed King, but was ſent toRa- 
cheFs Sepulchre : Some Philoſophers. had 
their gravesalways open beſoretheir gates, 
that going ourand coming in, they might 
always think of death : For, in life they 
found comforts to be rare,crolles frequent, 
pleaſures momentany, pains permanent. 

In this World we are all Berorzes, the 
Sons of forrow : the way to Heaven is by 
weeping croſs. 'Tne Kalender tells us, we 
come not to Aſcen/ion-Day, rill the Paſſion 
Week be palt. 

Hi motus animorum, atque hec certamina tanta, 
Pulvery exigui jattu compreſſa quieſcunt. 
All thoſe proud ſtrifes that break great ſpirits peace, 
Throw but a little duſt on them, will quickly ceaſe. 


It is obſerved, that moſt of other crea- 
tures 


C 
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tureslivelong; but dying, periſh all to no- 
thing. Therefore ſome complain of Nature, 
that ſhe hath given too-long a life to a Ra- 
ven, and too ſhort a life to Man. Man 
that is ſhort-lived, yet, he dying, lives e- 
ternally : Think bur of rhis, and you will 
think as Saint Bernard did, that Life were 
little better than Hel, were it not forthe hope 
of Fleaven. 

Surely Chriſt would not have died, bur 
that we may die in ſafety: He, by death 
death, delivered us jr death. 

And,Did Chriſtdie for me,that I might 
live with him? T will not therefore defire 
to live long from him. Who would not go 
out of himſelf, to go to God? : 

It 5a token of little love to God, to be 
loath to go to God. All Men go willingly 
to ſee him, whom they love, Our Brother 
Joſeph v*th ; therefore, though with F«- 
cool cannot ſay, will 70 ſee him before I die; 
Yer, Lord, let me die, that I may fee him 
whom my Soul loveth. Living I cannot, 
but dying [I ſhall. 

The danger is,left 4ificulties and delights 
hinder our reſolutions : As 

Difficulties ſhould not hinder: for, fince 

Adam's fall, none pafſes unto Paradiſe, but 
by burning Seraphims ; we'cannot go out 
ot. - 
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of Egypt,but through the Red Sea of atHi- 
Ctions. The Children of 1/rac!, before they 
came to Feruſalem, took in their way the 
Valley of Tears: and croſſed the ſwift Ri- 
ver Jordan, before they came to the ſweet 
waters of S:/eam. 

Pleaſures may hinder; For, even good 
St. Auguſtine was once of that mind, that 
he would not leave preſent pleaſures for 
tuture hopes; butafterwards ſaid with ſor- 
Pudeat vivere in de- TOW: It 154 ſhame to [ve 
deliciis,cumChriſtus deliciouſly, whenas Chriſ? 
v1x1t an periculis. lived dangerouſly. Moſes 
when he came to years, refuſed to be cal- 
led the Son of Pharaob's daughter,chuſing 
rather to ſuffer aMiction with God's Chil- 
dren,than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for 
a ſeaſon. 

Proſperous fortunes many times hinder 
a Chearfull dying; But this petulant world 
muſt beleft: The vain pride of man befools 
him, and eaſily carries him to ridiculous af- 
fectations: But conſcience of fin muſt not be 
exchanged for ſenſe of pleaſure.To labour 
In conquering Vice,is the greateſt pleaſure 
we ſhould take. The holy man exclaims,0 
quam multi ſunt qui mundum damnant; & ta- 
men pauci relinquunt! Alas, how many are 
there that rail at the world,and how iow that 
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leave it ! Every Senſe about us, upon the 
leaſt temptation, is a "Traitor to the Soul, 
TheBody it ſelf,if you ſet too high a price 
upon it;will make a cheap Soul. Oar care 
for the bod ) 1s great, Magna corporis Cura, 
and our careleſneſs of magna mentis imcuria, 
the [cul no leſs. A man may be as happy in 
Ruſſer,as in Tifſue; and he is an unhappy 
man, whoſe our-ſide is his beſt ſide: Vile is 
Nature,in her beſtdrefs.It was.gocd Coun- 
ſe] of thePreacher; Care not for glorious ap- 
parel,but apparel your ſelf with glory. ſpruce 
Roman riding on a lean Jade,was asked by 
theCenſor his reaſon;he anſwered,7look to 
to their Bodies, look who liſt to.their Souls. 
Saith Sze/la, *Tis.a great abſurdity, that the 
Miſiris ſhould play rhe Dominam ancillars, 
Hand maid, & the Hand- (5 ancillamDomina- 
maid command. 71, abufio eſt. 

Alſo, HighFortunes lead men to ſtrange 
faſhions; bur if we wou'ld be of the Court 
of Heaven,we muſt faſſion our ſelves as the 
Countrey man doth;who when he comes 
toCourt ſoon ſhakes off his clowniſh tricks, 
and getsa civil behaviour: Mundum cum ſu- 
zs frivolis : The world with all its trifles a 
good man muſt contemn. 

If you would lve well.live in awe of all 
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eyes, and eſpecially take heed where you 
live; for the very place of pleaſure is dan- 
gerous, In Paradiſe Adam could not be 
innccent ,but out of Paradiſe he wasa good 
man. Adam was ſet upon in Paradiſe, 7ob 
on theDunghill; yet was Fob,forrior in ſter- 
core, quam Adam inParadiſo: ſtronger onthe 
Dung-hill, than Adam was in Paradiſe ; We 
are no Davids nowa days, therefore let us 
not be too venturous; David, when he had 
ſeenthe magnifitence 6 ſtate of the Court, 
yet thought never the worie of his retired 
life, - but loved his Hook the better : and 
when afterwards-he came from keeping 

TIoutzvt Advy, ſheep , tO be a ſept erd 
of men,he Changed his ſtate without change 
of his diſpoſition. Put thisis not our condi- 
tion nowa days;weare more for our ſheep, 
than our-/o«/s. Man is the Son of delires : 
but judge not of things by the face of 
things,for life and death have deceivable 
vizors: Under the fair face of life lurks grief, 
under the foul feature of Death (which'is 
but fancy) lies Felicity. Take off rhe mask, 
and you will change your mind; loath that 
you loved, love that you loathed. 


Vita habitu caſto,cum non fit cafta videtur: 
: Mors, preter cultum, nil meretricis babet. 


Life, 
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Life,though ſhe benot chaſt world fain ſeem ſo: 
And Death hath nothing whoriſh but the ſhew. 
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| The kinds of Death. 

THE kinds of Death as of Life are two: 

one bodily, the other ſpiritual : 

Bodily life is, the conjunttion of Body 
and Soul; bodily death is,the ſeparation of 
body and ſoul. And as a godly man hath 
three degrees of life : The firit,in this life, 
whenChrift lives in him: The ſecond, when 
his body returns to earth, and his ſoul to 
God that gave it: The third at the end of 
the World,when body and ſoul reunited, 
ſhall enjoy Heaven. 

So likewiſe a wicked man hath three de: 
grees of death; Dead in ſin,while he lives; 
Deadin ſoul, when he dies; Dead in body 
and ſou}, when both ſhall be adjudged to 
eternal condemnation. 2al:s fir Mors ſine 
raorte; Finis fine fine; Defe& rs ſine defetin . 
Mors wivit : Finis ſemper mcipit; Deficere de- 
fettes neſeit. Evil men die a death that newer 
dies: Anendleſs end. A decay that never decays. 
Becauſe their death lives,and their end always 
begins, and their decay knows not to decay, 

' Onthe other ſide, To the fatthfull,death 
1s but the finiſhing of his mortificarion, 
and burying of his fin, $47 hodeg obs 
Freedome 
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HE freedoms we have by death, arc 
many. 

I. Firſt, It frees from all worldly inju- 
ries. Here good men do but live and ſuft- 
fer : Bene agere, & Male pati : To do well, 
and ſuffer ill; that's their portion. Suffe- 
Tings are greater tryals than ations ; but 
they prepare to happinels : 1 ;s good for me 
that I have been afflicted, fairh David. He 
Non - ſentire mala, that does not feel evil,zis 
non eſt hominis, non no man ; he that cannot 
ferre, non et viri. bear them, is a woman : 
Burt what are momentany afflictions to an 
eternal weight ofglory ? 

2. Secondly, it ends all miſery. Death is 
a privative good, puttinga period to all ill. 
Man im Miſery, faith Fob, longs for death, 

and digs for it more than treaſure. Death is 
but an end, nota pain : Nay, ſaith one, ic 
is neither end nor pain; but, — Boris lex 
eft., non pena, perire. To good men, a law ra- 
ther than'a puniſhment. It 18 another Moſes 
unto man, delivering him out of bondage, 
and from making Brick in Egypt. 

Tt ends fin, not Life : It reforms; but 
doth. not deſtroy nature. Vitiorum eſt Sepul- 
tura,uirtutum Reſurreffio, Mors, Death 3s a 
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burial of wices, but a Reſurref on of virtues, 

3. Thirdly, it frees from al! corporal 
Infirmities. | 

Death 1s the dishand- Mors omnzium dolg- 
ing of all griefs. It put- rum folutro, 
teth the ſoul into the full poſſeſſion of all 
the inheritance and happineſs, which 
Chriſt hath either promiſed in his Word, 
_ or purchaſed for thee by his Blood. Lifeit 
ſelf is a diſeaſe, and we die by corruption 
of humours, whether they be of body or 
manners. W hoſo thinks to heal all infirmi- 
ties with an eaſier plaiſter than Death, 
Delinimenta potins quam remedia, podagre 
ſue ponit : Applies rather fiatteries to bis 
gout than remedies. 

4. Fourthly, it frees us from all bodily 
labours : Man is the ſubject of the Earth 
by Labour, of Heaven by Suffering. The 
Spirit faith, Bleſſed are they that die in the 
Lord, they reſt from their Iabours, \ Adeb ju- 
vat occupatum, mori. | | So pleaſant is it to 
a buſie man to die. | Here I have labour 
withoutreſt,thereI ſhall have reſt without 
labour : In this reſt, perfect tranquility ; 
in this tranquility, contentment ; in this 
contentment, joy ; in this joy, variety; in 
this variety, ſecurity; in this ſecurity, eter- 
nity : Soto reſt, to riſe, to reign, what 
more to be wiſhed ? 5. Fifthly, 
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5. Fifthly, It eaſes us of all cares and 
troubles : Refrigeries anime, Mors, It is re- 
fedion to the ſou] : Were we but in athrong, 
we wou{(d think that man at eaſe, whogets 
out firit. Noah, when he had been tolfed 
but a year uponthe waters, then Mount 
Ararat was to him a gladſome place; fo 

likewiſe miſerable man, after many weari- 

ſome years, to{{ed up and down the worid 
as in a troubled ſea, will be glad of death, 
as of a Mount Ararat, a reſting place for 
his tired foul. 

Old Chauſers Epitaph is a good one : 


+ uy / a % 
Mors erumnarum Death js the repoſe of 


requies. cares, The long ſick 
man wrote upori nis gfave-Itone ; Here 
His ero ſanus T ſhall be wil, Tn war 


we often relieve the watch : Life 1s a War- 
fare, yet hath no relief but Death. 
6. Laſtly, Deathdoth usnone ofthe leaſt 
pleaſures,in freeing us from phantaſinsand 
vain pleaſiires ; For, In pleaſures, our chaſti- 
ty is endanzered ; in buſineſs, our picty ; owuy 
truth, in Tnuch ſpeech ; our charity, in things 
worldiy. And yet ſome picaſures may ftand 
with innocency (for God loves to ſee his 
creatures happy ; ) but commoniy, The 
pleaſures of the bady, are the poyſons of the 
ſceul: A Man fmothered in Roſes, Rowe 
wit 
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wich death,thoughin ſweetnefs ; Delicatas 
mentes enervat felicitas. Projjer iry cuts the 
the ſmnews of delicate ſpirits. In vain mirth 
there is no true joy, nor yet gladneſs in 
laughter ; for, Res eſt ſevera, Gaudium : 
Trae joy is 8 {ericus matter :; The only ob- 
ject of true joy is God ; In the multitude of 
forrows that 1 had in my heart, Toy comforts 
hawe roſreſa me, and ao delight my ſoul , 
faith Dawid, 

As ach ſerved ſeven years for Rachel, 
_ andit feeemed ro him but a few days for the 
love which he did bear to her, So let me 
elteem both the time ſhort, and the pains 
ſweet, in ſerving to enjoy thee, O Lord 
my God. 

Delight in pleaſures, and you ſhall find 
your greateſt pleaſures become your bit- 
tereſt pains. A7iſer hero, cujrrs gaudiunm cris 
men babet : What a ſad wretch is this poor 
man, wheſe ery joy is met innocent ? 

Bur cheriſh that Syntereſis,(the natural 
power In the ſoul | that will ſtir you up to 
a cheartuineſs in gocunels; Ne Thug ts Dewum 
in hortis & pa/cuis Deliciarurs : Moſes Eum 
inventt 12 | [pinis, & aſperiiate vita. Seek not 
God in the gardens ond green meadows of 
pleaſures : Fer ends, found him in the thorns 
aid rouabne fs of [i 

A man, 
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A man, whoſe ſoul is converſant with 
God, ſha}l find more pleaſure in the defarr, 
and in death,than in the Palace ofa Prince. 

Soveraignty reaches not to the affairs of 
Nature ; even Princes muſt die : IT have 
ſaid Ye are gods, but ye ſhall dis like men. 


— — 


— 


The Benefits by Death. 


HE benefits that come by Death, are 
Firſt, Fulneſs of grace, which here 
we have bur in part ;/:vere volunt homines, 
ut perfetti fint : Mort velint, & perfetti ſunt. 
Aen are willing to live, that they may beper- 
fedt : Let them be willing to die, and they are 
perfeF. Here we have but the earneſ# of the 
Sp:rit, there we ſhall have our reward. Sit 
ye on my right hand will be our welcome. 
Here men's regeneration 1s never accom- 
pliſhed ; by Death, it is fully perfected. 
Secondly, Perfection . of Glory, Now 71 
know but in part; but then, T ſhall know as I 
am known : now, T ſee darkly, as m a glaſs; 
then, ſhall T ſee face toface ; There ſhall be 
new Heavens, and new Earth ; the World 
ſhall be made better, not Nothing ; S«/c:- 
pit meliorationem, non interitum. Ir receives 
@ bettering, nct a deſtruftion. Old things are 


paſſed 


L 4 © 


_______and Immortality, be 
paſſed away; behold, ſaith S. Pal, all things 


are become new. There ſhall be no more any 
infant of days, nor an old man that hath not 


filled his days, faith [ſay. The heavens you 


behold ſhall be ſuper-inveſted with new 
endowments,made everlaſting habitations 
for the Saints departed. We ſhall be Partici- 
pes, non tantum ſpettatores gloria ; ſharers, 
not only ſpettators of glory : enjoy with theſe 
eyes that bleſſed Viſion ; joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory : And this joy, faith Sr. 
Fohn, No man ſhall take from us. 

Thirdly, Inſeparable fellowſhip with 
Chriſt : They follow the Lamb, whitherſoever 
he goeth. * There we ſhall be married to 
him, here we be but contraCted ; I will 
marry thee ts me, ſaith the Prophet. Thoſe 
favours and love-tokens, I have here re- 
ceived, do but inflame, not fartisfie ; and 
theſe I am willing to part with, leſt they 
ſhould make me loath to depart to him, 
that gave me them. AMeritricius eft amor, 
plus annulum quam Sponſum amare. It is the 
love of Whores, more to value the Gold ring, 
than the Bridegroom. | 

Laſtly, It brings me{ where I would be 
into my own Country,1nto P aradiſe, where 
I ſhall meer { not, as in the El:zum of the 
Poets, Catones, Scipiones, & Scavolas ; But) 

Abraham 


— 
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Abraham, Iſaac and Facob ; the Patriarchs, | 
my fathers; the Saints, my brothers ; the 
Angels, my friends; my wife, children and 
kinsfolks that are gone before me, and do 
attend me, looking and longing for my ar- 
Tiving there. Where we ſhall thus congra- 
tulate, as Saint Paul ſaith ; We aremer in 
mount $20» the city of the living God,and 


Celeſtial Feruſa/em,in the company of in- | 


numerable Angels, where things -that eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor heart of 
man can conceive,are prepared for us,and 
all chat fear God There is none can fill 
the mind of man, but the bleſſed Trinity ; 
when God the Father, the moſt Ancient of 
days,ſhall fill our memories ; God rhe Son, 
whois Wiſedom it felf,our underftanding; , 
God the Holy Ghoſt, who is Contentation 
and Love, ſhall fit in our wills: Then all 
the powers of our mind will beat reſt, when 
- As { $68 ſhall enjoy Him who made them. 
Therefore I will ſay, Lord, When ſhall 
I come and appear before thee? Like as ihe 
Hart panteth for the water-brooks, ſo pants my 
ſoul for thee, O God ! T had rather be a door- 
; keeper in thy houſe, than dwell here, though 
in Chambers of pleaſure: And know this, 
that glory follows grace : if little grace be 
here, leſs will be the Glory hereafter.” 
Touch- 


LIM 
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Touching the Second Gene- 
ral Diviſion. 


Il. The Fears or Joys that Death 


brinrs. 


The Fears of Death. 


LL fear is grie- T;ux eft dolor. 

A Vorrs, The King 

| of fears, x Death; for nothing is 
abſolutely fearfull but what tends toDeath: 
The living Doe, faith Solomon, is better than 
the dead Lyon. The baſeſt life excells the 
beſt bare Being. Naturally men fearDeath, 
becauſe it ends Being, whichNature would 


_ preſerve. A!l grief ariſeth fromLove.Rachel 


mourned for her Children, and would not be 
comforted, becauſe they were not. Very not- 
being tis ſufficiently abhorred by Nature ; 

yet Death ends not Being. 
Chriſtians were wont to be of that 
courage,that they feared nothing but Sin; 
ſaying 
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faying to the Law, Thou haſt no power 
over me, for God theFather hath ſent his 
Son to redeem me from thy bondage; thou 
doſt accuſe, territe and condemn in vain, 
for I will creepinto the hole which bloudy 
Longinus made with hisSpearin mySaviour's 
ſide, there will I hide my ſelf from all my 
foes ; I will plunge my conſcience in his 
wounds,death,victoriousReſurrection, glo- 
riousAſcenſion. 7 imuit mortemPetrus,@ ne- 
gavit Chriſt um. St. Peter feared death, * and 
this made him deny Chriſt. But why ſhould 
a man fear death,that doth but reſtore him 
to Him that made him. Timeat mortem, qui 
Deum non timet. Let him fear death, that 
does not fear God.Fears (as all paſſions) do 
diſquiet the heart; yet juſtFear breeds bur 
Care, and Fear mixt with Faith , ſolicits 
unto goodneſs ; but diſtruſtfull Fear, as 
overconfidentHope,are both alike hurrfull. 

But, Sunt qui Dewm nec timent nec ſperant. 
There are (ome, whoneither fearGod nor truſt 
in him. Theſe men are deſperate; they go 
on, and ſhut up a careleſs life with a 
diſconſolate Death. Fear of Death is 
commonly the ettect of an evil. Fear vice, 
eſpecially in age,leſt,the nearer you come 
to death,the farther you go from life. The 
Convert ſaid well; Periuſſem,niſi periiſſem.T had 
periſhed, but that I did periſh, It 
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ay, 


Itis true : Thename of Death to moſt 15 
fearfull ; yet, T he train of ; Pompa mortis mags 
death affrig hts morethan terret quam ipſe# 
death it ſeif, Groans, - 795 | 
Convulſions, dilcoloured faces, theſe ſhew 
death terrible ; becauſe God loves at' firſt 
to make way for himſelf by terrour,butat 
laſt conveys himſelf tous in ſweetneſs. And 
what trouble can Fear: breed, when that 
which is feared is a Favour ? 

Thart Ph:loſopher is not to be followed, 
who, to prepare himſelf the better for 
death, did fer forth death moſt fearfully ; 
nor yet is that Emperoar to be praiſed, who 
ſo little eſteemed death, as he dyed in a 
complement. 

The fear of death is worſe than the 
pains of death ; The fear of death is worſe 
than it ſelf ; becauſe fear of death kills us 
often, where death it ſelf can do it bur oxce. 
And when that is done, faith Fob, the 
IWomb will forget thee, and the worms feed 
[weetly on thee. 

There is nothing more miſerable or fool- 
iſh, than atways to Fear. The Philoſopher 
thought,that it death(as bad as men count 
it) were not mingled with bitcerneſs, men 
would run to it with defire and indiſcreti- 
on. Therefore, Er mortem concupiſcentes, 
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& eandem timentes,eque objurgat Epicurus: 
Epicurus 4oth equally reprowe thoſe that deſire 
death, and thoſe that fear it. 

It is thelifeſhould not be troubled with 
\ too much care, nor death with too much 
fear; becauſe fears betray, cares diſorder 
thoſe ſuccours which reaſon would afford 
to both : Bur he is more-ſorrowtul than is 
necellary ; that is farpgwful before there 
be neceſlity. Nor will Tever think my foul 
in good caſe, ſo long as I fear to think of 
dying. When the Prince of Life was un- 
der the Arreſt of death, then death's ſeeim- 
ing Victory was terrible : But now, O 
Death where is thy Sting * O Grave where 
zs thy Vittory ? | 

Fears multiply evils, Faith diminiſhes 
them; yet moſt men wiſh that dearth ould 
rather fall on them at once, than hang always 
threatning over them ; becauſe nothing 1s fo 
painful, as to dwell long under the expec- 
ration of ſome great evil. Of themſelves, 
the pains of death are only throws of tra- 
vel, that bring forth joys in ſuffering 
pains. 

By Death the ſoul is diſcharged, the body 


diſſolved : the one rejoyceth for her liberty, 


the other feels not that ſhe 1s aſunder. 


The Heathen-man could ſay ,1 believe = 
or 
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for my part, that there is any puniſhment to 
any after Death : but ſay there were ; yet, 
What is it to death, ans what ſhall be after 
death? If there be any fears in death ! Dua. 
re juvenes non timent fieri ſenes ? Why do 
young men not fear to become old men ? But 
it is the nature of Fear, to make Dangers 
greater, Helps leſs than they are. 

When Amnaxaggras\ had word brought 
him, that his dearand only Son was dead : 
Said he, I know T begot 
a mortal, The Son's Scio me oennuiſfſe 
condition ſatisfied the - 7297ta/ers. 
Father's paſlion. 

There is no ſuch centle removal of grief, 
or life's diſcontents, as the right fenſe of 
Death ; nor can that man either live at 
eaſe, or yet contentedly ; who lives conti- 
nually in fear of death. Let vs newer fear 
. what we ſhall ſujſer when 298 are dead, if 2ve 
have committed no fearfull thing while we 
lived. 

In learning to live, ſtudy how to die. 
We take great care to beſtow our time 
well while we live ; but he loſes all his 
time, that knows not how to end his 
time. Nothing more miſerable, than not to 
know how to die. 

Socrates diſputed concerning death un- 

D 2 till 
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till he died. When O:ho and Caro had pre- 
pared all things for their death,they ſettled 
themſelves to ſleep; when they awaked, 
and found themſelves upon the ſtroke of 
execution, all they ſaid was ; Life ts given 
for a puniſhment, death for a remedy. Ty- 
rants have been told to their faces, that 
their mortal wounds made the ſufferers 
immortal. He cannot live, that dares not 
die, There is no man ſo valiant as the Be- 
liever. 
It was aproverb amonglt the Heathen, 
Only Chriſtians were true deſpiſers of death. 
 Zenon's word was, 'Tis 
Difficile eft homi- «< hard thing to put off 
Heap ebar woe 1an ; but off he muſt. 

Ir is true,fear of death (as a tribute due 
to Nature) 1s a weakneſs ; yet fears be not 
always ill ſymptoms before death, nor in 
death. Ar that inſtant Nature will reluct 
to keep ſtill her Being, unto which death 
is repugnant, life pleaſing. 

Bur neither life nor being are alike to all 
men : To an ill man ; New naſci, Optimum 
Malo : The beſt had been, Not to have been. 
His.next beſt was, to live long. It was 1ll 
with him that he was born, worſe that he 
muſt die. Therefore, not being ſure ofa 


better life, he would tain make ey ot 
| this. 


——— 
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this. He is conſcious to himſelf,that this dy- 
ing life will bring him toa living death; yer 
_ w_—_ pcm % : Dum ſpiro, ſpero. 
hope; and to flutters, 77- 

ter mortis metum, & wvite tormentum : Nolis 
wvivere, neſcit mori; Bernvivt fear of death, 
and terrour of life ; umvilling to live, and 
igncrant to die. 

A good man is otherwiſe minded ; he 
counts his end rhe beft oi iis being, for that 
brings him tothe fruition of his hope. 1/har 
zs this man's life, but die to the Lord. His 
word is, Cum exſpiro, [pero ; When I breathe 
out my ſoul, I draw in hope : My body only 
lived by breathing ; my ſoul lives by hoping ; 
when his breath fails him, his hope faints 
not. He lived patiently, be died delightfully, 
To this man, ts die as [von as he can, is Bis 
deſire ; therefore he ſaith ro his ſoul, by 
art thou caſf down, O my ſoul! Why art 
204 ſo diſquieted within me ?' Wait on God. 


hs — 


Tye difference of Souls, as well m dying, as 
living. - 


Oul and Soul are ditterenced in 4jinz,as 
wellas in Bei7g. The Arheiſt dares nor 
die, for fear of not-beins ; The 1ll liver 


D 3 dares 
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dares not die, for fear of ev!/ being ; the 
doubrfull Concience dares not die, by 
20t knowing, whether he ſhall not be, Or 
be damned: Only the good man dares 
and. deſires to die ; he is afſured of his 
hope, his hope is full of immortality. What 
can I fear, when I know in whom I believe? 
faid the holy Martyr. I am ihy Salvation, 
faith the Saviour of man. 

Could death end' miſery, the greateſt 
happineſs a wicked man w ould wiſh,were 
the att of death : Bur his Conſcience will 
not let him lie ; he knows the end of Ins 
preſent miſeries, is the beginning of weorie; 
yea, ſuch as death ir ſelf cannot termi- 
nate: for,that would be happineſs enough, 
had he hope there would be an end atthe 
laſt of his miſery. 

Tophet is prepared for the bad, and Pa- 
radiſe for the good. As the Tree falle:h,ſo 
i lieth. As death leaves him, ſo j udg- 
ment ſhall find him. 

There was neither death nor life, but 
had ſome good in it, could he have feen 
it, In life there was ſome caſe, in dearh 
an end ; Bur z» Hell there is neither eaſe 
nor end. 

Prima mors, animam dolentem pellit de 


Corpore : The fir ff death drives the ſad ſoul cut 


of 
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of the body. Secunda mors, animam nolen- 
tem tenet in Corpore : The ſecond nov holds 
the umvilling ſoul in the body. 

There. is no Platonick year, nor year of 
Jubilee in this place. 
Could we therefore 
forethink what bitter pains our ſweet {ins 
will coſt ; we would be provident, we 
durſt not but be innocent. 

But fooliſh men give away their ſouls 
for nothing: yet thoſe that would not fear 
for love, ſhall cremb!e for fear ; and find, 
though too late, How much pr cvention is 
better than confuſlion. In theſenſe of pain 
and horrour of conſcience, they willow 
day cry. O all you that paſs by,. lee and be 
hold, if ever any ſorrow Was like my [orrow, 
wherein the Lord aff: fed me i: n the day of bts 
fierce wrath | Then Pangs a of dea ith, anguiſh 
of conſcience, frights of hell, meering ail 
together, will render a man perſectly mMi- 
ſerable. 

It is ſtr angethat we will not be wiſe by 
other men's harms : for though we love 
our ſelves better than orthers,yet we ſee o- 
thers better:than our ſelves to die. Rea- 
ſon therefore bids us, 1 we wou!d fee our 
own Caſe, to view it in another man's per- 
ſon, and {6 prevent that which he eels. 

D 4 Seldom 


Annus Platonicus. 
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Seldom doth he die well, that lives i; 
therefore in the courſe of your life practiſe 
well-doing, and at parting you ſhall have 
the comfort of we!!-dying. 


PR 


Body and Soul parting. 


Ut, Oh hew bitter, at that time will bethe 
parting of Soul and Beay ! We ſee old 
Acquaintants cannot ri Pts tears. 
That ſhall ſuch intimate faziliar friends do, 
as the Soul and Body are, kad have lived 
zopether from the womb with ſo much delight ? 
If the Ox loweth, when his fellow 1s ta- 
ken from him, that drew the Plough with 
| him ; what lowing ſhall we give, when 
Soul and Body part ? Def# theu py ns ſo? 
O 4:tt-r Death, doſ# thu part us ſo ? 

V- 1,23 t go inte the bottom, there ſhall I 
fee ous 794neſ>fanth the Book of Rings. 
41: ſpirit at this time may be willing, but 
the fleſh will be loath. 

—_ T hat is loſt with trcu- 
gre — amittifur , ble, that is tco ſtrongly 
quod valde amarur. ,,1,..1. Inflame m V 
ſoul with true zeal! (the true ſeal of thy 
holy Spirit) that it may be carried in 'a 


full courſe, with the wings of Faith and 
Devotion, 


On 


| © 
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Devotion, where Chriſt ſitterh at the 
right hand of the Father. 

Faith will aflure thee, that God is thy 
Father: but nature will tell thee, rthatſhe 
is thy Mother, and thou mayeſt not yet 
leave her. In this conflict, take heed the 
Mother's ſide prevail not ; ſhe will play 
Naom!'s part, perſwade thee earneſtly to 
{tay,and enjoy the delights of Moaba while 
longer: bur refolve thou with Rath, to 
ſee what entertainment is for thee in Bethr 
lehem, for there thou ſhalt find a Boaz. 

In that hour, every man will make Ba- 
laam's ſuit, O thatl might die the death of 
the Righteous! (for no man would be miſera- 
ble, it it were enough to deſire to be hap- 
Py.) Beatus wult Homo eſſe, etiam ſi non ſic 
vivendo ut poſſit eſſe : Man wiſheth to beble(- 
ſed ; although he have no-mind to live ſe, as 
that he may be bleſſed. Some there are,that 
would not wiſh to live, but wiſh they hac 
not lived. But ſuch wiſhes will not ſerve : 
death will not be ſatisfied with wiſhes,nor 
with words. Heaven is full of good works,, 
Hell full of good wiſhes. He muſt live 
godiily, that will die fafely. We all de- 
fire to ſhutup our laſt ſcene. of Life with, 
In manis tuas, Domine ; Into thy hands,, O 


= - Lord, I commend my Spirit. But it is not 
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The laſt words a man utters, that do quali- 
fic his foul. Remember how in thy life, 
Thou haſt entertained God's Spirit : for, as 
we uſed him in this life,ſo he willuſe us af- 
ter death. Lualem quiſque ſe fecerit in hac 
vita, talem ſe inveniet extens ab hac vita. Such 
as any man hath made himſelf in this life, 
ſach ſhall he find himſelf, 2when he goes out 
of this life. 

At this hour, What would a man give to 
ſecure his Soul ? Luid dabrs pro anima tub 
zunc, qui nunc pro nihilo das illam ? What 
wilt thou give then for thy foul to ſave it, who 
doſt fo prodigally throw it away now for no- 
thing? Poor man ! Never was any forich 
as could pay the ranſome of his own Soul ? 
a diſpleaſed Mercy asks greater ſatisfaction 
than an offended Majeſty. | 

And this know, that when thou dyeſt, 
thou goeſt to give account of thy Steward- 


Tempors amiſſi, Ma- ſhip, That 18,0f thy time 
ti commiſſi, Bons loſt, of the evil thou haſt 
omiſſi. done, and the good thou 


haſ# not done: And thy Soul already knows 
in thy Conſcience, whither it is a going ; 
quando egreditur & corpore tho, when it paſſeth 
our of thy body; for, thy Conſcience is a 
Juſtice Itinerant within thee, and though 


thou canſt carry nothingelſe with ag 
is 
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this thou canſt not leave behind thee, that | 
will tell thee whither thou goeſt,and what + 
thou ſhalt look for : Turc, quaſe loquentia, 
tua Opera dicent : Tu mos egiſti : Tua opera 
{umus ; Te non deſeremus, fed tecum ibimius 
ad Fudicium : Then ſnall thy Domgs, even 
ſpeaking aloud, ſay unto thee, Thou haſt done 
us, we are thy works, we will not leave thee, 
but will go with thee to judgment, In that 
day ſhall come into men's minds (by the 
Divine power) in the twinkling of an eye, 
all their paſt good or evil works. 

Memory, the Magazine of the Soul, 
will then recount all that thou haſt done, 
ſaid, or thought, all thy life long : for 
there nceds no other art of memory for 
{1in, but miſery. 

Man 1s a great flatterer of himſelf, but . 
Conſcience is always juſt, and will never 
chide thee wrongfully ; it always takes 
part with God againſt a man's ſelf: Itis a 
domeſtick Magiſtrate, that will cell what 
you do at home: It is well termed the 
pulſe of the Sou), therefore if you- would 
know the true itate of your Body or Soul, 
feel how this beats, that will tell you: yet 
take heed, you make not an Idol of your 
Conſcience ; neither think, as ſome do, 
that it 1s a crime to make a Contcience of 


Olp: 
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our ations. The book of W:{/doms ſaith, 
T hat wickedneſs being preſſed with conſcience, 
fore-caſterh grievous things. Fear is full of 

projects. No man can 


Nemo ſeveriorem ſc- have a ſe vererjudge than © 


zpſo, haber ſudicem. þ,;>fuf therefore not to 
fear judgement is a deſperate thing ; yet 
we pray daily, Lord, let thy Kingdom come. 
Regnum Det poſtu- It ſhews a Chriſtian 
lare. Courage , to ſeek the 
Kingdom of God : But a man had need of 
a goed Cauſe that wiſhes the coming of 
his Judge. 

Ar point of death, if a man will take his 
aim by the beſt men that everlived or died; 
that of David, Ezekias, yea, and of Chriſt 
himſelf (as he was man) is able to amaze a- 
. Ny man ; whenas our Saviour Chriſt, not 
many hours before he ſuffered, ſaid, My 


Soul is troubled, and what ſhall Tſay; and at 


the very point of Death, ſaid, Father, if 
zt be thy will, let this Cup paſs from me, When 
David ſaid, Save,Lord,for thy mercies ſake : 

or in Death there is no remembrance of thee, 
And Ezekias wept ſore, when he was bid, 
$7 Patres, fi Prophe. Pt thy houſe in order, for 
2e,fi Apoſtoli;ſi Mar- thou muſt die. If the Pa- 
tyres, fi Chriſtus,iÞ- triarchs, if the Prophets, 
Je, &c. if the Apoſtles jf the Mar- 
7yrs 
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tyrs,if Chriſt himſelf was thus troubled at the 
hour of Death, Wretched man that I am, 
2-hat ſhall I do? We were all to ſeek, but 
that Chriſt bids us, Be of good chear, for I 
have overcome Death, Mors, mirte redempta 
eff: Death is redeemed by Death, Now, 
there is an advantage in Death ; That 
which was the wages of fin, is made the 
reward of righteouſneſs. 

Now that Death hath overcome death, 
and that Faith hath ſecured Fear; Nec t#- 
det me wivere, nec timeo mori; I am neither 
weary of life, ncr afraid to die : for, What 
can he fear in death, whoſe death is his 
hope? Timor timore pellitur, ut clatus clawo 
pellitur : Fear z baniſht by fear, as one nail 
zs driven out by another. So bleſſed a thing 
is death, as that no man is or can be blet- 
ſed untillhis Death Right precious in the 
ſight of God, is the death of all his Saints. 
See then,what makes men willing or loath 
to die. Obſecro te Lucille; Cur timeat labo- 
rem vir, mortem homo? I pray thee, O Lu- 
cillus (ſaid Seneca) why ſhould a waliant 
man fear labour, or a mortal man death ? It 
is the preſent condition of men-that makes 
them willing or loath to die. | 

Nor life, nor death arealike to allmen: 
Some can as willingly leave the world, as 

others 
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others can forbear the Court ; And count 
him but unwiſe : 21 os ſuum aperit aeri, us 
ſe fatiet wvento; that openeth his mouth for air, 
that he may fill his belly with ind, Some 
ſay unto themſelves, Sizce the Fathers fel! 
Libere ignorant, ut gov "og "ng - TF- 
liberius peccent. _ ON tes were.They are 

willingly ignorant, that 
they may more freely ia, Theſe will erett to 
themſelves a Heaven out of Heaven, and 
be bleſſed before they be dead. Some plea- 
ſant their lives'as if the world ſhould al- 
ways laugh upon them, though Pejor e/# 
mund:s cum blanditur, quam cumindignatur : 
The world is far worſe when ſhe flatters,thau 
gvhen ſhe ſcolds. 

Some ſay, Let zs eat and drink for to moy- 
row we (hall die; and, Poſt mortem, nulla 
woluptrs : after death, there is no more plea- 
ſure. Theſe would do any thing, rather 
than die. 

Others, thinking to pleaſe God by ma- 
king themſelves miſerable, live as if they 
came into the world, burtto att a Sad man's 
part, and die. 

Theſe wiſh a change, hoping it will be 
a benefit. All weak minds ſeek eaſe in 
change: Therefore well !aid rhe Son of Sy- 
rach, O death, hew acceptable is thy remem- 

brance 


Mb 


brance to him whoſe ſtrength fails? Who is 
now in his laſt Age,and vexed with all things; 
and to him that deſpaireth,and hath loſt pati- 
ence? Contrariwiſe, O death! how bitter zs 
the remembrance of thee to a man that lieth at- 
reſt in his poſſeſſions, unto the man that hath 
nothing to vex him, and that proſperethin all 
things! But, O ſeculum nequam, quod ſolos 
tuos ſic ſoles beate amicos, ut Det facias ini« 
micos ! O wicked world, which doſ# only bleſs 
thy friends, ſo as to make them God's ene- 
wes ! 

Certainly, to this man that thus lives at 
eaſein delicacy with aftiuence of all chings 
(for to uſe happineſs is as difficult as to 
forbear ic)to him it is a fad and bitter me- 
ditation,Tothink that death muſt take him 
from all theſe joys,wherein his hearc took 
pleaſure,though indeed pleaſures are but 
pains In their loſs. Alas, 
for how ſmall a thing, 
have I loſt my Kingdom! 
faid Ly/pmachzs, when he gave his King- 
dom for a cup of cold water. 

Thus, as men diifer in their condition ; 
ſo do they in the acceptation of death. 
But,O quam amara mors, mundum amanti- 
bus ! O, how bitter 3s death to them that lowe 
the world. 


O pro quantillo, Reg 
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Every poor contentment glues us to 
that we like. And what are thofe content- 
ments? Vain hopes, impure pleafures,falſe 
honours,dangerous greatneſs, unſatisfying 
wealth, ſtormy contentments, all contem- 
ptible. For all thar,ſome good men covet, 
Es Deum, & Mundum, ſimul comple&i; to 
graſp and incloſe both God and the World to- 
gether; but that will not be ; for, Cor divi- 
{um non amat Ders : God loves not a divided 
beart. A man cannot look up to heaven 
with oneeye,and down to the earth with 
the other. Amor Dei non oft dividends cum 
terrenzs : Our love of God is not to be divided 
with the thing s of the World, Chriſt would 
not have his Coat divided. 

If thy heart be fer on heaven,thy ſoul will 
have no pleaſure in theſe low things Look 
upward; a good Chriſtian is high-minded : 

Os hemaint ſublime dedit, calumque tweri 

Fur, — 

He with a lofty took did man endue, 

And gave him power the ſtarry skiesto view. 

The mind contemplating heaven,walks 
beyond eye-light; and, at fo far a diſtance, 
diſcerns God as if he were at hand. There 
be certain Subſapients ſo worldly-wile, as 
they think all other men Inſlipients. To 
conyerſe with God is true ſolace. We are 

never 
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never well, but when we are converſing 
with others ; but our«converſation 1s fel- 
dom in heaven, where it ſhohld be. 
Afoſes was with God in the Mountain, 

and came down gliſtering;his face ſhining. 
Peter,when he was taken up to the Mount, 
cried, Faciamins tic tria Tabernacula ; Let 
z1s build three T abernecles here : Whoſoever 
they be thar dwellin contemplation of hea- 
venly things, ſee viſions,and come off rich 
in thoughts. In this ſtare, ſaid Dawid, 1 
have mcre joy of heart, than they whoſe wine 
and ol increaſed. Therefore if thy heart 
beright,thou needeſt not fear; But a heart, 
and a hear:, God cannot abide, Cor exten- 
ſum, Ders amat : A large heart Ged loves. 
It is noted in Nature, that the fearfulleſt 


creatures have the largeſt hearts. Let the 


fear of God enlarge thy heart, and thou 
needeſt not fear the day of death. For, 
Dies ite , quem Janquam extremum aliqui re- 
formidant ; tib1 aterna ſalutis ertt ; That 
day which (come men areafraid of as their laſt, 
ſhall be to thee a day of eternal happineſs: Nor 
yer the face of death, for it will look upon 
thee, nct with an horrid 
Faci® non horrenda, 


fe ace, but a fan Nm; uot 
ſed bianda ; won ter- 
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theditference, The good man's hope is even 
in death : the world-lover ends his hope 
and happineſs when he dieth; As Ahab 
faid to Elias, ſo faith he to Death, Haft 
thou found me, O mine enemy ? whereas the 
other faith, as D2vid faid to Ahimaas, Let 
him come and welcome, for he is a good man, 
and bringeth unto me good tidiugs. He is the 
meſſenger of Chriſt, and bringeth unto me 
the joyfull tidings of everlaſting life. 
Plato,' diſcourſing unto one, concernins 
the contempt of death,and ſpeaking ſtrangely 
upon it; was anſwered, Frrims loqueris, 
quam wvivs, Plato: At Plato, Non quemad- 
modum wviveret,ſed quemadmodum vivenduns 
RR? T hou [peakeſt more bravely than 
thou kiveſt : but he [pake, not, as he did live, 
but as he ought to live. For, A weak man's 
Rules thay be better than the beſt man's A- 
Ctions. But howſoever the Contemplation 
of death pleaſeth, the ſuffering of death 
will pinch. A man is ſatisfied, that death 
Isa paſſing to heaven; it is that waich brings 
us to a happy journey's end. Deattr is the 
ſhip that wafts us over tothe ſhore ofa bleſ- 
ſed Eternity; it is that boat that is fent to 
bring us to the Landing-ſtairs of our Fa- 
ther's houſe : Much like 4braham7s ſervant, 


that went to fetch Rebecca, to be married 
to 
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to the Son of the Promiſe ,when they en- 
quired at the mouth of the Damoſel ; ſhe 
willingly and preſently gives her conſent 
to go with him. So when death comes 
with his pale horſe for a Saint of God's he 
willingly gets up behind him. Or (as one) 
Death is like the Waggons Foſeph ſent to 
his Father Facob, out of Egypt; when he 
ſaw the Waggons, it is {aid, the good old 
man's heart revived within him, and he 
cried out, Is foſeph my ſon yet alive, I will 
go down and [ce him before I die: So when 
the Saints ſee theWaggons of Death,their 
hearts revive ; Jeſus is alive, I will go to 
Jeſus. Thou ſha!t go ts thy Fathers, ſweetens 
the Contemplation,as did that wood, caſt 
by Moſes into the waters of Marah,turning 
bitterneſs into ſweetneſs; the thogght of 
death(though it be bur a gathering to our 
Fathers)would be butan unpleafing ſtudy. 
But fears being paſt, which are but ſha- 
dows, let off joys the better : Therefore, 
now to ſee the joys that Death brihgs. 


—_— _—_ I” 


The joys brought by Death. 


T bringeth thegodly mans foul to enjoy 
2n immediate communion with the 


blefled. 
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bleſſedTrinity ineverlaſting life and glory. 
It tranſlatech the ſoul from the miſeries of 
this world, tothe Ciry of the living God. 
theCeleſtial Feruſalem,and to theAflembly 
and Congregation of the tirſt born, which 
are written in heaven, and to God, the 
Judge of all, and to the ſouls of juſt men, 
made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator 
of the New Covenant. 

By difficult and narrow means,nve attain to 
oble ends.The ſoul of joy lies in the ſoul's 
Joy. It was Sampſin's Rigdle, Ont of the 
bitter came ſweet. The good man's quality 
is to look through death at glory. When 
we think upon the ſeparation of body and 
ſoul, then it is a ſweet Contemplation, to 
conſider the conjunction of our bodies and 
ſouls with Chriſt; which being made by 
the bond of the Spiritin this life, ſhall ne- 
ver afterwards be cance'led For let death, 
wild beaſts, or Birds devour and tear the 
body from the ſoul, yet neither body nor 
ſoul are thereby ſevered from Chrilt. 

Non curo, fi ferarum [ cot Sea fairh holy 
dentes me moluerint, 1gnatius, if t De teeth of 
modo pura fiam fari» wild beaſts grind me, ſo 
na Chriſto. I may become pure meal 
for Chriſt, And yet the body thus con- 

ſumed 
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ſumed, lives not inthe grave, nor belly of 
the beaſt, nor yet receives life or ſenſe 
from the ſoul, nor hath aptitude in it ſelf 
to re-animation,- whilſt it 1s inthis Sear. 

The dead tree, faith Fob, by the ſcent of 
water will bud again,but man zs ſick and dy- 
eth,and where i he? ſurely, nor loſt, but 
laid a while at reſt. But when the great 
Aſſizes, that general Venire (Come ye) 
comes ; Then, look what the condition of 
Chriſt was in his death,the like ſhall be of 
his members. The body and ſoul of Chriſt 
were- ſevered as far as -heaven and the 
grave were diſtant ; yet neither of them 
were parted from the Godhead ; So like- 
wiſe our bodiesand ſouls, though rent and 
pulled in ſunder millions of miles diſtanr, 
neicher of them are ſevered or diſjoyned 
from Chriſt our Head. + 

He that fore-told, revived: and this hath 
wrought it. Humane wiſedom cannot com- 
prehend this. Weak faith looks for means, 
and is put to ſhitrs, when ſhe ſees them fail: 
and yet, Reaſon miniſters help to Faith, 
though it be noground of Faith: For, Faith 
does not take away, vur prides now tollit, ſed 
rather /et upReaj on, Rea- potius extollit, ratie 
ſon,the chiefeſt piece of oxen. 


man, 


— 


90 Contemplations of Ocath 


man, would, but cannot reach ſo high : 
Grace, that hath taken up the ſeat in the 
ſoul, makes Reaſon ſee what Nature can- 
not. And yet Man, do whathe can, is ſti!l 
apt toſeeka reaſon why he ſhould believe. 
But Omnipotency,which works by impro- 
bablilities, tells us, there is no ſtrong Faith, 
where there is apparent means.Difficulties 
and improbabilities,are the proper objects 
FIG of _ - _ what 

rede, quod 10. vi- thou ſeeſt not, and thou 
_ ON quod ſhalt {fore thou belie- 

; Veſp not. 

Philoſophers ſay 'that Credulity upon 
weak grounds, is the daughter of Folly ; 
But, as Opinion is owing unto Reaſon,ſo 
is Faith to Religion. With Philoſophers, 
- to believe nothing for which they ſaw not 
Reaſon, was counted wiſedom : Bur Faith 
is not Faith, if Reaſon comprehend ir. 
Faith andReaſon have their limits ; where 
Reaſon ends, Faith'/begins: Of old, it was 


—_— 


. the greateſt argument for proof of Chri- 


ffianity, the proceeding of it contrary to 
Reaſon. _ 

In Nature, we ſee that in Winter-ſea- 
ſon, Trees: which ſeem as dead, revive a- 
gain in theSpring, becauſe theBody Grains 
and Arms of the Tree are joyned to the 

| Root, 
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Root, where the Sap lies all che Winter ; 
and by means of conjunction it conveys 
vegetation to all parts of the Tree: Even 
ſo mens bodies have their Winter, when 
they are turned into duſt, Man x a Tree- 
mverted, whoſe root is in Heaven, and the 
boughs 6n Earth, Man's life lies hid in Chrift 
with God; yet in the Day of the Reſur- 
rettion, divine and quickening vertue ſhall 
ſtream from Chriſt to his Elect, and cauſe 
' them to riſe again from the grave to life 
eternal. For the Head will not be without 
theMembers; Where he is,there they ſhall - 
be alſo. Therefore incredulous Nature, 
ſhrink not at the impoſlibility of Reſurrec- 
tion, when theGod ofNature undertakes it. 
Ic is noted, how,in that trans-figuration 
of our Saviour ; the body of Moſes, which 
was hid in the Valley of Moab, appeared 
in the Mount of Tabor ; which aſſures that 
this body of ours ( lodge it where you will) 
is Not loſt,but laid up to be raiſed toglory, 
as it was laid down in duſt. 
* The Incineration and Diſlipation of this 
duſt, ſhall have a re-collection in the day 
of Reſurrection. | 
In the valley of dead bones, did not the 
Spirit ſay to Ezekiel, Propheſie upon theſe 
bones, and ſay, O ye dry bones, I will cauſe 
- breath 
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breath to enter into you, I will lay ſinews upon 
you, and will bring up fleſh, and you ſhall 
live? Awakethen, and ſing, you that dwell 
n duſt faith Eſay ; for thy dew is as the dew 
of herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out her dead. 
I know, faith Fob, that my Redeemer liveth, 
and TI ſhall ſee God face to face. Our bodies, 
you ſee, are not caſt off by death, but pur 
to new making. Therefore Saint Bernard, 
upon the loſs of his friend, expoſtulates thus 
with death ; Lo, thou haſt ſlain him, thou 
haſt taken poſſeſſion : but of what ; not of bis 
ſoul, but his body : and, Chriſt will come one 
day in Power and Majeſty, to ſeek after that 
fleſh, and to conform that rotten body to bis 
glorious body. 

It is well for man,that his body by death 
becomes putrid, reſolved and crumbled to 
nothing ; elſe how would ſome men's corps 
be honoured, if not adored, after death ? 

Sleep ſaith now unto her Siſter death, 
Awake thou that ſleepeſt; for now is your ſal- 
vation nearer than when you believed. 

Why then ſhould a man immoderately 
ſorrow, ſince ſorrow 1s good for nothing 
but for ſin ; or why grieve for the death of 
a friend ; fince, as Seneca ſaith, It is but ex- 
vy, not ſorrow ? Now that the Childis dead, 


herefore ſhould I faſ# or weep, ſaith m_ 2 
= m- 
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Immoderate ſorrow for any loſs of a- 
ny earthly thing whatſoever, is not come- 
ly in a Chriſtian. Ir is true indeed, The 
loſs of God's favour, or but the with-hold- 
ing or with-drawing the comfortable light 
of his Countenance, or ſenſe of his ſweet 
favour and mercy ; this, I grant, is matter, 
and juſt cauſe of deep ſorrow, and humi- 
liation. In that ſad caſe, take David's Harp 
into thy hand, his Pſalms into thy hearc 
and mouth ; and fay, —W#hy art thou ſo 
wvexed, O my ſoul, and why art thou ſo diſ- 
quieted within me ? O put thy truſt in God, 
for I will yet thank bim, which 1s the help of 
my countenance, and my God, Plal. 42.14, 
15. And again in P/a/. 443. 3, 4. O ſend 
out thy Light, and thy Truth, that they may 
lead me, and bring meunto thy holy hill, and 
to rhy dwelling, and that I may go unto the 
altar of God, eves unto the God of 'my.joy 
and gladneſs and,Upon the Harp will I give 
thanks unto thee, O God, my God, It is a 
joyfull and pleaſant thing to be thankfull. 
To be ever thankfull, is, as it were, the 
pulſe, and continual motion of his Soul, 
whichGod hath enlightened and fanctified. 
As David's Harp drove away the evil ſpi- 
rit from Sau! ; 1 Sam. 23. 16. So doth Da- 
vid's Plalms even now _— the evil ſpiric 

of 
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of immoderate-ſorrow ang fadneſs-from a- 
Chriſtian's heare.; I mean, if faid or ſung 
with the ſamo ſpirit (though butin awch 
lower degree)that David wrote them. T his 
was one reaſon why primitive Saints, wo- 
men eſpecially ,could ſay all David's Pſalms 
without book, - Bur, O devout ſoul; thou 
art fad and heavily vexed, for:Joſs of ſome 
earthly comfort and joy, as it may be,the 
Plague, the Fire, the: Sea, gr ſome other 
calamity, or heavy hand of God hath de- 
prived thee of thy goods, thy hysband, 
thy child ;and afterall-this, of'thy health. 
Alas for thee, good. brother, or ſiſter, F 
have. much. compaſſienifor thee, 1 cannot 
but, mourn with thee who, mourneſt. And 
good cauſe thou haſt to mourn, leſt God 
ſhould complain of thee, as he did of 1/r4- 
el, I have [mitten thee. aud thou haſt natgrie- 
ved,or mourned. But:chou art immoderate. 
in.mourning, thy forcow laſts too. long; it 
is too deep rooted, inthy; heart ; this is not 
good; nor comely in'a Chriſtian, whoisan 
Heir of- Heaven, and feilow-heir -with 
Chrift, our Deareſt Saviour. _ . .- 
Comforethy: alt, O thou faint-hearted, 
weak (ſoul, with.the calling to mind thy Sa- 
viour's Sweating, Bleeding, Crying 2y:Gog, 
My Ged,. why haſt: than fer/aken we ; and 


then 


. 
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then dying, and dying for thee. Suffering 
infinitely more than rhou doft or canſt (ut- 
fer. Thou ſuffereſt with Chriſt (if chow 
ſuffereſt patiencly) and ſhalt reign with 
Chriſt. Rejoyce therefore in. the Lord always, 
and again T ſay rejoyce, Account it all joy 
when you fall into divers temptations, af- 
flictions. and:tr yals, ſaich Sr. Fames, I. 2. 
If all joy,then as little andas ſhort forrow 
as may. be. Say this prayer or refignation 
to God, often and devoutly. | 

Bleſſed. Lord Feſws,I give thee my body,my 
foul, my ſubſtance, my. children, my friends, 
my liberty, and my life ; diſpoſe of me, 'and 
of all that is mine, as. it ſeemeth good to. thy 
Divine Wiſdom, that ſot#hy name may be glo- 
rifted, and my [owl [aved. through thy mercies, 
merits, and. mediation. Amen. \F 

Grief preceding evil, if it\ be uſed for a 
remedy, cannot be too much; Bur that 
which follows an evil. paſt remedy; cannot 
be. too little. The arreſtof dearh ſhallnor 
always keep him that: lies-downin peace: 

The: bodies of Saints, fairht Augnftine; 
ſhall beraiſed, " wichas » Tam? Frchiiiites; 
much eaſe as happineſs." quanta' felwitaits* 
* For; Deathionlypanfeth , oO 
lifeqnot takovit away: tit. "—_— err wr 
doth notdliFanmul,.bur n0n ertit. ." BL n 
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diſcontinue life. And by our riſing we are 
remitted to our better right : A lite which 
never dies,a Morning which hath noErve, 
nor ending. 

Now methinks I hear Death fay of 
Life, as John Baptiſ# ſaid of Chriſt, He 
that cometh after me, is _ me. 

O ſweet word ! Life, the beſt Monoſyl- 
hble in the World, God's own Attribute; 
God liveth, and my Soul (faith Fob) ſhall 
live, for my Redeemer liveth. 

And is this life but the Child of Death ? 
Then bleſſed alſo be the word Dearth, the 
Mother of Life, 24] no more call thee Mas 
rah, but Naomi; for, thou art not bitter, 
bur ſweet ; more pleaſant, though ſwifter 
in thy Gate, than o Roe —_— The 

- toick could ſay, Tis 
on z 794 Death that cauſeth that. 
plicium. o be born is no puniſh- 
2ent.  Butwhat faith St. Fobn? Tbeard a 
voice from Heaven, ſaying, Write, Bleſſed 
are the Dead, which die in the Lord, they die 
730 more; Death hath no more power over them. 
Petronella febre mo» All tears are wiped from 
ritur : Rogatus Pe= their eyes. St. Peter the 
erus, cur non ills ſi Apoſtle ' had, by his 


eut alszs ſuccurreret; 4g ito 
Hoc ills preſtare, re- Faith, cured all-infir 


reſpondit, Sc. mities and diſcaſesinall | 


places, 
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places, vet he ſuffered his Daughter Petro- 
zell to be grievouſly afflicted with a Fea- 
ver; and being demanded why hethat had 
cured others, didnot help her, he anſwer- 
ed : Becauſe he knew her ſickneſs to be 
moſt behoovefull for her ſouls health ; 
for the weaker ſhe was in body, ſhe was 
ſo much the ftronger in Faith, ſetting her 
cogitations on the Joys of Heaven. 

Compare Lifeand Death, and you will 
clearly ſee how Death, which: ſtems to 
diſpoſſeſs us of all, puts us in poſſeſſion of 
more than that all. 


Per warios caſus, per tot diſcrimina rerim, 


Tendimus in Latium, ſedes ubi fata quictas, 
Oftendunt. 


Through many turns,& divers ſorts of chance, 
To ſafe and quiet dwellings we advance. 


It is bxt Being which we have by Birth ; 
a better Being is by Death. Our Being is 
from Nature, cur well-being from Grace, our 
beſt-being from Glory, Man's happy Being 
is Etern:ty, God's proper Name is Being. 
Being is our Chriitian Name. 
_ Fain would man be happy while he hyes : 
But the world will ſcarce afford him a va- 
cation unto ſorrows. No man can ſpeak 
himſelf he a day to live For, 
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What a late evening may bring forth, he can- 
20t tell. There isdivine Philoſophy in that 
ſaying, Orhers bring forth the beſt wine firſt, 
but thou bringeſt that which is beſt laſt. The 


— 


end of man is better than man ; whoſe birth | 


is Sn, his life Folly, his death Rottenneſs. 
_ Thovgh we cannot brag of our Parent- 
tage, becauſe Our Father was an Amorite, 
eur Mother an Hittite ; and it is but a windy 
bappineſs that is fought in titles taken u»- 
_ 62 others credit; yet it was happineſs to 
nie, that God wrapt me up in his Cove» 
nant, reſerved me for a time of truth, de- 
rived me of religious Parents, and made 
me a ſubject to virtuous and gracious Kings. 
Yet, this birth brought me into a world of 
miferies, allowing no ceaſing from ſorrows, 
not my very birtk-day 75 excepted. For cry - 
ing was the firſt note of my Being, 4 Pro- 
het of my own future calamity. 

Here Ldwellcottaged ina houſe of clay, 
whoſe foundation is duſt; but death brings 
me toa habitation made wirhout hands,e- 
verlaſting in the Heavens. My ſoul lifted 
up to things on bigh, wandereth among the 
bleſſed Spirits ; and that holy company re- 
ceives her, where, for Love, I ſhall be a 
Son ; for Birth-right, an Heir ; for Dig- 
nity, a King. Here I have converſed, _ 

act 
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had commerſe with men ; there | ſhall have 
communion with Saints, fellowſhip with 
Angels ; enjoy that bleſſed viſion, the im- 
mediate fruition of God and Chrilt. 
 O happy and fafe condition of God's 
Children,whom pain thus eaſeth,dearthre- 
vives, diſſolution unites, ſin glorities ! For 
2e know (laith St. Paul) we that are in this 
tabernacle do groan, being burthened, nut for 
that we would be uncloatbed, but cloathed upon; 
that mortality mizht be ſwallowed up of life. 
O'd Father Facob, when he was told of 
his Son Foſeph's power in. Egypr,was not fa- 
tisfied to hear of his honours, but enquires 
of his life ; Intimaring, that Life to come 
1s better than all the honoursthat are in E- 
eypx, or fortunes that are on-Earth. Nor 
yet did Foſeph's Life content him, without 
his being with him : (For a good heart will 
be content to ſhare with othersin their mi- 
ſeries unbidden, but cannot endure to be 
happy alone :) and therefore faid, Il go 
ſee him, counting it better to behold with 
the cye, than to walk in deſires ; for in- 
deed, The beſt things that are, pleaſure 
u$-not in their being, but-in.our enjoying 
them. 
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The joy of ſoul and body at their meeting. 


FH Fopines communicated, doubles it- 


ſelf : theſe two Couſins, Soul and 
Body, as Mary and Elizabeth will haſten to 
meet in the Hill Countrey. And what 
then ſhall be the joy, when Soul and Bo- 
dy, ſeparate for a ſeaſon, (although in the 
interim the Soul doth not wander andob- 
.ambulate) ſhall meer again in joy,and-mu- 
tually enjoy one the other ? 'The ſoul fay- 
ing to the body, Riſe up my lewe, my fair 
one, and come away ; for loe, the Winter is 
pat, the time of ſinging of birds is come. 
- The. ſenſe of this delight and content- 
ment did well appear in that Meeting be- 
twixt Facob and Foſeph, whom mutual 
loſs, and ſeparation for a; while, did more 
endear each to other. | | 
Intermiſſion of comfort hath this advan- 
tage; that it ſweetens our delight more in 
the return, than was abated in the for- 
bearance. FO 3E-» © 
And was Faceb glad to leave his Coun- 
trey, and the land of Promiſe, to fee his 
younger Son Foſeph, though in Egypr ; 
What then ſhall be the Soul's joy, toenda 
pilgrimage in a ſtrange Land ; and Fs 
| ee 
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| ſee her elder Brother Chriſt in heaven ? In 
| this reſpect, I deſire to be diſſolved, was St. 
.. Paul's wiſh. For this tedious mortality 
| (pleaſant it how man can) will grow into- 
| lerable, if death do not diſ-burden it. 
Long-living ſo loads us with fin, as fin it 
ſelf tires at laſt him that loved it beſt. 

It isan inmate that will rooſt with us as 
long as life affords it houſe-room, nor will 
it lodge alone, but ftill one ſin will 'bring 
in another. 

Bur, through death, the very body of 
death, and burden of fin are caſt out both 
together. | 

Sith then the life Inow lead is beſet with 
death, tends to death, ends in death ; I 
will no longer miſtake terms, calling that 
| death whichis life,that life which is death: 

ſaying hat is death which we eſteem life,and 
that life, which we fear as death ; But will 
hold with Saint Augu/- pyy;romm, ad mor- 
tine. By life is a paſſage yem tranſitus eſt: ; 
over to death, and by per mortem, ad vi- 
death a return to life. tam reditus eſt. 
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Death the Regeneration of the Soul. 
Think, The Pagans had ſome ſenfe of 
+ 4. this, who did celebrate the day of their 
| | E 5 death 
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death with mirth,and the day of their birth 
with mourning. And the conceit of thoſe 
Philoſophers was divine, who held, that 
although the ſoul of man was then infuſed, 


when man was made, yet it is new born 


when mandies. His body being the womb, 
death the midwife, which delivers that,to 
ſorrow ; this, to glory. 

Return then to thy reſt, O my Soul ! for 
God bath dealt bountifully with thee. I can 
no otherwiſe joy in my birth, than did 
the Prophet Feremy, who ſaid, Let not. the 
-day, wherein my Mother bare me, be bleſſed. 

Death unto the Man of this World is 
moſt bitter, but unto the man of God it is 
advantage ;- wherefore the Martyrs, and 
Holy Confeſlors in old tine reputed the 
tay of their dearh their birth-day. The 
Chriſtiansdid evermore celebrate the. Fu- 
neralsofthe Martyrs; inſinuarting that the 
day of our death is better than the day of 
our birth; and that then only we begin tru- 
Iy to live, when once we die. Bleiled is 
zhe hour of our death. Ever ſo faith the 
Spirit, Bleſſed are they that die in the Lord, 
for they reſt from their Iabours, and. their 
works follow them. 

If we obſerve man's ingreſs into the 
world, his progreſs in it, his egreſs out of 

| it, 
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it,. we muſt needs wonder, and fay with. 
Dawid, Lord, what: is man! And yer he- 
was a King tlat faid it, | 
Dis pavet ? Dnis flet? Dnis eget * 

Dui. errat ? Solus heu ſortes! )) Homo 
Sperat, optat, alget, volvit gxplorat queritnr. 
Malorum omnia plena. 


Tell whe are they that fear, & want, © groan, 
And always err;(Ab ſad-fate ! ) men alone: 
Poor man hopes ,wiſheth,ſtarves,turns ro & fro, 
Seeks, and yet wants. Sofull is all of woe ! 


Death brings unto the godly an end of 
ſinning, and of miſeries. which are due to 
ſin; fo that after death, there ſhall be no 
more ſorrow nor pain ; for God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes : for God. 
takes away. mercifull and righteous men. 
from the evil to come. So he dealt with. 
good fofiah, ] will gather thee to thy Fathers, 
and thou ſhalt be _ mto thy grave in peace, 
and thineeyes ſhall not ſeg all the evil which I 
221} yet bring upon this place. As Paradiſe \s. 
the Haven ofthe Soul's joy ; ſo the Grave: 
may be termed the Haven forthe Budy to, 
reſt m. In this bed of earth, he that hath. 
tryed the worſt of death, hath called icr'no, 
worte : very Heathens have termed Sleep. 
and' Death Couſins, and it is no unuſual: 

| thing. 
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thing for Couſins of blood, to carry both 
the ſame names and features. 

But to afſure, there are joys in Death, 
what ſaith the Scripture to well dying men? 
Repoyce and lift up-your heads, for now your 
Redemption draweth near. This body ſhall 
riſe a glorious body, but a ſpiritual body, not 
in ſubſtance, bur in quality ; like that body 
ofthe Son of God. Unto you that fear God, 
ſaith the Prophet Malachr, the Son of Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhall ariſe with healing in his wings. 


Arete 


The Third General Diviſion. 


TIT. 7/her Death z tobe prepared for, and how. 

4 The Time when. 

Lato (that God of Philoſophers) ſaith, 
MK There is no ſafe Philoſophy, but a perpe- 
zual meditation of Death. And, Without that 
neditation, no man can enjoy a quiet mind. 
Dreadfuldeath laughsat the vain concetpts 
and precepts of humane tranquillity. Ir is, 


Hith Scipio, the moſt honourable Philoſo- 
phy, to ſtudy a man's mortality: The life . . | 


of a wiſe man is a meditation upon death ; Po- 


liticks ſay, AU our life we ſhould be learning 
tolive., But ſaith Seneca, what thou wilt ra- 


ther admire, 41] our life long we are to learn 
RP” f0 
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zo die, The Divine faith beſt, Think upon thy 
endleſs end, and thou ſhalt Iive without end. 

Fools would fain do at laſt, that which 
wiſe mendo at firſt, prepare for their end. 
Careleſs men think the Signiory of time is 


at their command, to do what they liſt, 


when they liſt. Indeed youth andage are 
meaſured by government, not by time : 
Time it ſelf is the meaſure Menſura temporis, 
of time: but we muſt rempus. 
conſider, we have little power over the 
preſent, leſs over the future. David's ex- 
ample is worth thefollowing, who cryed, 
Betimes, Lord, let me know mine end, and 
rhe meaſure of my days ; what it is, and how 
long Thave tolive, All the days of mine appoin- 
ted time, ſaith Fob, Iwill wait till my change 
ſhall come. Seeing his days are determined, 
the number of his months are with thee, thou 
haſt appointed his bounds that he cannot paſs. 
Time it ſelf, which covers all that's paſt, 
and diſcovers all that is to come, hath now 
had all his changes ; Nature's time is paſt. 
The Law which ſucceeded, is aboliſhed. 
Now is the Goſpel's time, after which, 
there ſhall be no more Changes. 
Change (the great Maliter ofthe World) 
that hath his Time for his Agent, abuſerh 
many with the hope of Time. Ir is true, 
There 
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There is nothing our own but Time,which 
is a ſervant equal to all, holds pace, and 
flies as faſt in idleneſfs, as in buſinefs. So 
that though time well ſpent diminiſhes our 
time, yet when it is employed in timely 
preparation, it lays up time as treaſure for 
a fucure time; and thisis rather a husban- 
Ling, than conſuming. of time. He: hawe 
| Diem perdidimus. loſ# a day,faid Veſpaſian. 
He lives in ſafety that watches his time : 
\ bur in reckoning of time, moſt men miſ- 

caſt it, counting for firſt that which is laſt, 


and that laſt which 1s firſt ; beginning the 
2ccount from the day of birth, whereas our 
deaths-day is our firſt day to life ; we then 
ceaſing to die, when we leave to live. 
Fabian 4s uſed to ſay,That life is divided 
into theſe three times : That is, That was, 
That ſhall be : Of theſe, that which we have 
20, is ſhort ;, that-which we ſhall have, is 
doubtfull 5 that which we' have paſt, 3s cer- 
tain - 'we. are ſure of it. || 
Reckon firſt with time paſt,and you may 
make time to come certam: 7he hour 1s not 
yet come, deceives many a man ; but when 
the Syn comesto the Meridian, the year to 
the Witics, then look for a turning of the 
days : impoſe an honeſt and happy necel- 
ſity yupoathy ſeland think of dying ou y. 


od 
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The Scepticks put a Peradventure,upon 
all things in the world. Bur faith St. 4ugu/- 
tine, There is no one thing in the World 
to be named wherethis word, Peradwentare, 
hath no place, except you ſpeak ofdeath ; 77 
this caſe alone | Perad- 111; [olim, Fortaſſe, 
venture) can have no locum habere non 
place. poteſ#. | 

It may be ſaid of Death, as is of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, it comes not by ob- 
ſervation. He lives nor, that knows 
where, when or how he ſhall die. Yet 
none lives, but knows he muſt die. 

Death is an end toall, a remedy to ma- 
ny, a wiſh to ſome; and deſerves better 
of none, than thoſe to whom it comes be- 
fore it be called. Therefore ſaid one, # is 
plain madneſs, it ismore than folly, not to 
be prepared for death. But, if we preme- 
ditate of deaih as it comes on, we ſhall OUEer= 
come it. The preparation for death, makes 
a fruition of life ; No man can be ſaid to 


have lived a jot the longer becauſe he hathgray 


hairs and wrinkles ; yet, never man pre- 
ſerved. himſelf from dying, by forgetting 
death. Gerſon brings 1n-an Engliſh Man, 
asking a French Man, How many years 


haſt thou lived ? How RQuot.annos habes ? 


many years old are you ? His anſwer was 
: Þ cans 
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Annos non habeo. | cannot ſay that Thave 
ſeen any years at all, Lamof no years atall ; 
but,death hath forborn me theſe fifty years. 
Look at death thorow a perſpective, 
that ſo it may ſeem at hand, though it be 
far off ; Before old age we muſt take careto 
live well, and in old age to die well, 
The very Heathens through nature's 
inſtinct, provided themſelves for death by 
ſacrifices to their gods. (breath : 
Go. Crack the Beds, Wine, Roſes, Perfume's 
Yet God commands thee, to remember death. 


—_— 
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A fair way of dying will, is feaſible. 


Olomhon ſaying, that rhe day of death was 

better than the day of birth,inferred that, 

there was a fair way of dying wel: 
Whereunto two things were requiſite. 

Firſt, a timely preparation before death, 
is moſt requiſite. For, 

He that expe&ts death, will eaſily bear it, 
That Oracle of Moral men, wife Sereca, 
Spe debemus mori, Was Wont toſay,1t is our 
nec volumus; mori- duty to die often, but we 
mur, 10C volumus. will not ; and at laſt we 
die whether 2ve will or no, We ought often to 
Prepare for death, and will not;atlaſt, => 

wo 
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dic indeed, and would not. Ceſar Borgias 


being fick todeath,faid, When Il:ved,I pro- 
vided for every thing but death ; now I 
muſt Fe, and am unprovided to die. 
Previous preparation becomes a wiſe 
man. But we are all decerved with this er- 
rour, that we think none but old men approach 
to death : neither experience nor age can work 
uponus ; ſo death, that it may more eaſily ſur- 
priſe us, ſhrowds it (elf under the wery name 
of life. He that ſees the Baſilisk before he 
be ſeen of it, avoids the poyſon: See death 


before it comes, you ſhall not feel it when 


It comes. 

Procraſtination is the great enemy to 
preparation. This Crow's note, that always 
Cries, Cras, Cras; To morrow, to morrow, 
cozens many a man, making him to loſe 
to day, truſting upon to morrow. How 
long ſhall I defer, and ſtillcry to morrow, 
to morrow ? Why dol not now begin e- 
ven this preſent hour ? Why do I not break 
off my ſinfull courſes, and begin to live 
better ? This F ſpeak, and fall a weeping 
for the Contrition of Heart, faith T ibullzrs. 
I had long ſince by death ww all ill, 
But credulous hope promis'd life happier ſtill : 
But truſt not tothat, do not delay. 

He, Poſthumus, is iſe, lid yeſterday. 
6 
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We pray daily ; Lord, Give us the day 
-our daily bread ; whilſt it is called to day : we 
Thould remember, Life is but a day 5b: 
a day, not an age. Wherefore faith Sol4- 
90m, Talk nit of to morrow, for thou know- 
eſt not what to morrow will bring forth, 

By deferring we preſume upon that we 
have nor, and neglect thar we have. 

We diſpoſe of that which lies in fortunes 
hand, and neple that which is our own'; 
which made the Heathen Poer, #irr*d with 
# atvine fury, utter this 2h0]/ome werſe. 


Optima queque dies, miſeris mortalibns, avi, 
Prima fugit. EG 
The beſt and choiceſ? part of our ſhort time, . 
Like diff ul d liquors draws off in our prime. 
. Therefore, delay not to prepare for 
death, till the approaches of death ; Re- 
member thy laſt end and thou ſhalt not periſh 
forever. Inevils to be prevented delay is a 
kind of eaſe; not ſo,in good things. Do there- 
fore the work of the day, i» its own day. 
No man can promiſe himſelf a morrow. ' 


Fleres, ſi ſcires unum tua rempora men/em : 
Rides, cum non ſit forſitan una dies. 
'T would make thee weep, knew'ſt thou but 


one month's ſtay : [ day. 


And yet thou laugh'ſt when't may be not one 
Every 
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Every man hath his day, O Feru/alem 
hadſt thou known but in this thy day ;, thou 
wouldft not, &c. Thereis both Man's day, 
and God's day, When Man's day is paſt 
then God's day comes ; for, life is nothing 
elſe but a Watch. The Eve of another day. 

A Man, faith Luther, lives forty years 
beforehe knows himſelf to be a fool ; and 
by that time he ſees his folly, his life is fi- 
niſhed. So, Mendie before they begin to 
live. Thecaſe therefore of thoſe Men is 
moſt unhappy ; who, after forty or fifty 
years of days, in their miſſpent time (for 
it was but time, not /ife) and now ready 
to die, are even then to learn how to die, 
when they are in the act of dying. 

What a ſilly forgetfulneſs isit of mortality, 
t0think of beg inning life at that time, to which 
few have attained to life ? Holy Fob, My 
days are paſt, my purpoſes are broken off even 
the thoughts of my heart. Is there not an ap- 
pornted time to man upon the earth, are not 
bis days like the days of an hireling ? 

' 'Todie well, is too buſie a work to be 
done well, on a ſudden. Deferring, as 
well as preſuming, makes many men im- 
plicite Atheiſts. 

Ic was a ſweet ſpeech, and might well 
have becomeane!der Body, which a young 

innocent 
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Innocent Child of my own, uſed in extre- 
mity.of ſickneſs, Mother, what ſhall T do ? 
T ſhall die before I know what death is. IT be- 
ſeech you tell me what is death, and how 
I ſhould die. Death is the known'ft and 
unknown'ſt thing in the world. Without 
Queſtion, There is great difference whether a 
| Man be unwilling- to (in, or ignorant. But 
there is nothing more miſerable for a dying 
Alan, than not to know how to die : Nay 
{ſaith one, *77s more tolerable not to be, than 
70 be ignorant how to die. | 
Sith then it is a thing as well natural as 
neceſſary for a man to die, it is no thanks 
toa man topay that, willingly, which he 
muſt do of neceſſity. But in paying of this 
debt, Wiſedom counſels two things. 
Firſt, to conſider the time, When. 
Secondly, the means, How. 
| For the time; Seek not death in the er- 
Tour of thy life. Remember thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not nor the years approach, wherein thou 
ſhalt ſay I have ne pleaſure in yeu. Before the 
Silver Cord be looſed, or the Gulden Emer bro- 
ken : Before the Almond tree flouriſh, and the 
Graſhopper be a burden ; Before the keepers of 
*zhe Houſe ſhall tremble, the ſtrong men bow, 
the Grinders ceaſe, they wax dark that look 
ont 


and Jmmoztality. © x17 


out of the windows, and the daughters of 
Muſick be brought low. | 

Barzillai being fourſcore years old, in 
this caſe, refuſed all the pleaſuresof King 
David's houſe, though he was kindly in- 
treated by the King himſelf. Age or fick- 
neſs will make a man unapt, either to com- 
poſe, or diſpoſe himſelf to death, Our time 
flows heavy then, and ſour. It is no fit time 
then to prepare todie, when it is a burden 
to live ; ſo in the Law, God required the 
firſt-fruits, not the lees, for his portion. 
From the womb of the morning, thou haſt 
the dew of thy youth. 

Old age it ſelf is a young death. Age 
doth ſolicite Death, Youth ſcorns it. Thy. 
beſt health affords but time good nh 
for this buſineſs. Therefore dedicate not 
all thy times to buſineſs, for that, as well 
as ſloth, may rob thee of thy time. Some 
calents improve moſt by laying up : And 
who can grudge to forgo Earth, to enjoy 
Heaven 2 


Three ſigns approaching Death. 


TNO you deſire ſome ſigns of Death, be- 
fore you prepare your {clffor _— 
were 
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tes” | __ are three Harbin- 
es Junt MOYIS oergof death, Chance,In- 
_—_ TR Old age; Chance 
ſus dubia, Infirmitas Fbreatens it doubtfull, In- 
gravia,Senetus cer- firmity troubleſome, and 
ta denunciat. Caſus O!d age certain; Chance 
NE = Gem aq foretels an hidden death, 
apparentem, Senec- \ Infirmity an apparent , 
eus preſentem;' ' ' Old age @ preſent ; Age 
| and ſickneſs fummon 
men to their diſlglution, 0-7 
. When Ezeckiab had been ſickuntodeath,, 
he wrote thus ; [ the cutting off my days, I 
ſhall go to the gates of the grave. I reckoned 
to. the morning, I (hall walk weakly all my 
years, tm the bitterneſs of my ſoul. t 
Thus it fareth with every Man, in age 
or ſicknels. When a Man begins to be ſick, 
his. ſenſes are wholly buſied about the dil- 
eaſe. The Phyſician is then conferring with 
him of the ſtate of hisbody : The Lawyer 
is then, conſulted with, about. his worldly 
eſtate : the Miniſter, touching his ſoul's 
health. Thy friends are then unwelcome; 
Strangers trouble thee ; Viſits offend thee: 
thy own ſervants. cannot pleaſe ; Other 
men's diſcourſes tire thee ; to ſheak thy ſelf 
ſpends thee; and to be filent, grieves tHize. 
Net-to beitold how:thou dptt;, yexes thee; 


co 
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to be told how: ill thou art, diſcomforts 
thee ; but it moſt of all afflicts thee, tofee 
thy. wife and children (thoſe pieces of thy 
ſelt in another kind) weeping and lamen- 
ting bv thee. 

Thus miſerably we poor men at this time 
are diſtreſſed, and. diſtracted, made unfit 
for any thing. At the hour of death, per- 
turbations arifing from the greatneſs of 
griefs, . and the nearneſs of death ; have 
oreat force to diſturb the ſenſes, and will 
difable the heart from lifting it ſelfto God : 
For where dolours are, there will be our 
cogitations: every man in pain 1s prone to 
love. his body better than his ſoul ; there- 
fore it is a: madneſs in a buſineſs of the ſou], 
to.tarry and wait for the worſt diſpofition 
of the body. Alover of virtue, at the point 
of death, will ſecretly ſtudy how toavoid 
the. pains. of death, which, at other- times 
hedeſpited..God knows a duo preparation. . 
for\ deaths requires all the- faculties iand 
{trength ofa found, perfeftand whole man. 

. Fhink not to ſerve God with thy. Dote- 
age, when thou haſt ſerved thy. pleaſures 
wich-thyY outh: ; God, for his 1ſervice;will 
have the: young. J/aac' of thine age: '' Nv 
ſball not ſee my. face, ſaith Foſephi except you 
bring your' younger brother with you. ' © 

/ Every 
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Every man naturally, when he comes 
near the Goal of death, even for ſome 
intrinfecal cauſe, though unknown to him- 
ſelf, is then weary of himſelf, and enter- 
tains life witha tedious diſlike of it. Then- 
does the remembrance of that which we 
muſt repent afterwards, grow unpleaſant, 
diſtaſting every thing, neglecting every 
thought of all humane affairs. 

T hoſe ſports which youth did pleaſe, 
To old age grow h eaſe. 

. In the ſtraits of death, then he prays, 
God deliver me ! then he thinks, O, how 
aml ſtraitned till it be accompliſhed ! .4- 
byſſus abyſſum mwvocat, Depth calleth upon 
depth ; Sad words breathing ſorrows. 
 _ But this ſhould have been done when 
ſtrength of underſtanding ſerved. For, 1: 
is too late to begin to live then, when weareto 
give over. O ſinfull ſoul ! O cold: and negli- 
gent wretch! who, whilſt thou waſt among 
the living, never look'ſt to heaven ; what 
wilt thou do, when thou art todepart from 
the body, ſo exceſſively beloved? Then to 
to ſee thy ſelf beſieged, on one hand with 
diſeaſes, onthe other with ſtraits of death, 
the Worm .of Conſcience gnawing, evil 
Spirits tempting to deſpair, thine own 
thoughts caſting up thy fins, Oh _—_ 
| | c 
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ble foul,, what wilt thou do? which way 
wilt thou be able ro turn thy ſelf? Irwill 
be intolerable for thee to appear, and im- 
poſſible to lie hid. Therefore be wiſe, and 
defer not thy repentance to this time; for 
at this time, theſe perturbations and con- 
fuſions will make thee unfir tothink upon 
thy ſalvation. St. Augzu/tine ſays well: No 
man can die amiſs that Nemo poteſt male, 
hath lived well, nor die mori qui bene vixit; 
hapvily that hath lived mec bene mori, qui 
wickedly. Therefore, #46 vixerit. 
that thou maift live more ſaſeiy, die more 
conſtaatiy ; repent; berimes. 

The little Bee,ſo fooh 2s flowers ſpring, 
goes abroad, views the gay Diapery, and 
the diverlity of the lower y ftelds,ſucks ths 
{weeteſt of chem, fraizhts her thighs,makes 
a Curious comb, and fo betimes hoardsup 
Hony in Summer again{tthe Winter. 

Death is that: Winter ; Pray that jour 
flight bz not in the winter. Why is the Win- 
cer harder to the Graſhopper than to the 
Anr ? Prudence in one,and imprudence in 
theother,differs them. To a wiſe heart,ex- 
pectation of theevent is a great advantage. 

Think not thou the Winter of thineage 
a time fit enough for this work. Mannab 
. muſt be gathered in the morning : The o- 
| F rien 
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Tient Pearl isgeneratedofthe morning dew. 

It is too late, when time is paſt, before 
you begin. Happy is the man, who im- 
Proves thedays of his youth, to the preven- 
tion of evil. Proviſion is the beſt preven- 
tion. It is faid of Father Facob, who was 
a great Traveller ; that,before he died, He 
pluck'd up his feet to him: So do thou the 
Feet of thy Soul: Thoſe cogitations and 
affections, on which, whilſt thou livedſt, 
thou didſt wander over all the world ; ga- 
ther them up, and then repoſe to reſt. Be- 
gin not then to turn to God, when thou 
Canſt not turn thee in thy bed. None can 
be good tooearly. Chriſt, who, inall his Ex- 
_ amples, meant our Inſtructions ; went up 
ro the Temple in his Nonage. The four 
Ages of men, are go to - — 

| eritiam; Yils of the night : The 
Sores Loleſcents. firſ# ſignifies, childhood ; 
am; Tertia, virilem the ſecond,youth;the third, 
etatem; Quarta,ſe- manhood; the fourth, old 
nefutem adumbrat. ape : The firſt and laſt 
are ſleepy ages, the other are the vigorous 
times. Therefore, let a man prepare him- 
ſelf, and make himſelf ready in the ſecond 
and third watch. Theſe are the watches 
Chriſt mentions for his coming : Bleſſed i: 
that ſeruvant whom his Lord, when he _C 

et 
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eth ſhall find ſo deing : But if that ſervant 
ſay m his heart, My Lord delays his coming ; 
The Lord of that ſervant will come in a day 
when he looks not for him,and in an hour that 
he is not aware of, and appoint him his porti- 
on with the Hypocries. 


Repentance when to be pradtiſed. 


Ro —_— alſo in the time ofſickneſs 
is commonly as 1ick as the Party ; 
yielding then, when it cannot refiſt ; and 
then preparing and repenting, when all o- 
ther helps and hopes fail. 

Eloquent death, iz his day, will tell thee, 
the happineſs of timely repentance : An 
hour here may obtain a pardon, which all 
Eternity cannot get hereafter. 

Truſtnot long life, nor late repentance : 
One faith well, play not the Courtier with 
your foul.” The Courtierdoth allthingslate; 
riſes late, dines late, ſups late, repents late. 

Late repentance is ſeldome true, The dew 
of thy birth is of the womb of the morning. 

The end of time affords little time. 47! 
natural motion is more ſwift towards the end. 
Holy Fob tells us, If thy bones be full of the 
ſins of thy youth, they will lie down with thee 
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m the duſt. Bur, Let thy ſims die before death, 
end not follow theeto judgment : When death 
hath folded up thy days, all opportunity 
rs paſt. The Cock crowed, but that (Gall;- 
einium) cock-crowing, ſo ſhrill a voice, 
cou'd not awake thee ; therefore Cygnici- 
7:47, Swan's Song, that do'efull muſick, 
muſt end the Scene. 

Do therefore by thy conſcience, as men 
ceal with their Stewards, call it to ac- 
count. Ply time while you have it ; Ima- 
Audies mortem di- ine thy / if e to be @ mar- 
centemys Non Poſſis ket, and. that there ts 
villicare-amplius. neither treffick nor 82m 
ro be made afterwards. 

In a long miſ-led life, we ainaſs many 
tins : 1c will ask great labour to quit them. 
Great labour, and little time, fuit nor. 
Therefore work whilſt it is day, the night 
cometh, when no man can work. Watch and 
Pray : Let prayer be the key of toe day, and 
Sit oratio clavis di- the lock of the might ; 
ei, © ſera noftis. Repent and be converted, 
(faith St. Peter ) that your ſins may be blotted 
cut, when 1he times of refreſhing {hall come. 
Few and evil are the days of the longeſt li- 
ved man; Yet to every man thereis a 
Zriduum, a ſpace of three days lent :: but 


fleep not untill the fourth day, leſt it be ſaid, 
He 


i 
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He hath I :yen four days in the grave : He 
| now ſtinketh. 

One obferveth, that God reſtored life to 
three mea ; to one in his Bed, to anothes 
011 the Pier,to the third in theGrave. They 
that conceive {in in their hearts,are like to 
him that wasdead in his Bed. They that 
bring it forth to action, are like him thar 
was brought forth dead on his Bier: Bur 
they that defer repentance, and continuc 
| in ſin, are like him that was four days dead 

and ſtank in his Grave. The Primitive 
Church called them Bedrid Chriſtians , 
that prepared not for- Cliniei Chriſtians. 
death, but upon their death-bed. 

There is no ſafety in procraſtinating-; 
therefore flatter notthy ſelf by the Thief's 
| example, who repented at the laſt hour: 
| That is not put for imitation, but to keep 
from deſperation. 

It is a ſtrange thing to ſee that old men 
will not ſee death, though ir be before their 
faces ; nor young men, though it ſtand ar 
their backs. . An old gray-headed manto 
ſrem young, had coloured his hair black ; 
| but the Devil coid him, he would not be: 
{o cozenedd. | 

Thou canſz not, foo! , Aeceive all eyes :. 

Death ſees thee grey, through thy diſcuiſe; 
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If a man marks things well, the 2v0rld it 
ſelf grows old. The common faſhion is, to 
. Put men in mind of their death, when we 
doubt they cannot live ; Till the Phyſician 
find ſome ill Symptoms, the Patient may 
not be diſheartened with the name of 
Death. Zenas the Lawyer, and Lukethe 
Phy fician muſt have given us over, before 
we will ſend for Barnabas, the ſon of con- 
ſolation : When the Phyſician gives over,God 
begins ſay moſt men. But at this time,draw 
not the curtain before the ſick, but !ethim 
ſee his ſins; for heisthe good Phyſician of 
my foul thattells me of my death, when 
he ſees me live in ſin. Bur, the beſt phy- 
lick the Patient liketh worſt. 

There is not any man ſo wicked, who 
with his good will, would die in his fin ; 
yet moſt men ſo live, as if they believed 
Permiſſion were the Article of their Faith 
all their life long, and the Article of Rem:/- 
fon of ſins were reſerved till the point of 
death. No man that truly repents, 1s re- 
fuſed at any time ; but many a one ſinsſo 
long, that he cannot repent. 

Terrible will death be, when the dying 


man with grief for opportunity loſt, will - 


repent thateverhelived; and would count 


it happineſs enough to die, ſo he might 
= then 
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ten ceaſe to be. But that will not be : 
Becauſe Death is without death ; always 
lives and always killeth, but never kills out- 
ri2ht, Death hath no death. 

That whichends all is without all end. 
Remember the fooliſh Virgins. It will be: 
too late to prepare oil, when the Bride: 
groom is coming. The warning is given,, 
Be ye ready, for the Son of man comes at an 
hour. He ſays not a year, nor a month, be- 
cauſe even they that are ſecure, are not certain 
of an hour. He faith, Lo, I come as athief ; 
that is, wheh you ſleep beſt, and think 
leaſt of him. When you neither ſee death 
ruſhing on, nor the judge approaching, nor-the- 
horrour of puniſhment. 

In hell, men fleep not, becauſe here they 
{lept where they thould have watched. 


ww 
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Settlement in Religion, is the beſt Preparative 
for Death. 


NEEys as it 1s wiſdom, to be prepared: 
for death ; So, if you will die with” 
peace of conſcience, and without trouble. 
of mind, be well reſolved in point of Re- 
ligion before you die : play not the Hy-: 
pocrite, nor. the. Politick, who cares nat 
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what Religion be, ſo ſome be ; whoſe ru'e 
is, Religion 15 matter of cuſtom, rather than 
of conſcience. 

Ic is true, that honeſt men muſt have 
ſomewhat of the Serpent, not afl of the 
Dove. For Policy and Religion do as wel] 
together, as they do ill aſunder. Religion 
without policy 1s too ſimple to be ſafe: Po- 
icy without Religion 1s too fubtil to be 
good. Worſe than both is prophane Neu- 
trality, or Laodiceay Coldneſs. Never a- 
ny manwas a loſer by Believing:'for Faith 
1s ever recompenſed with #lory. While 
thou livelt, it is not amiſs to make doubts ; 
for it ſhews wit to-move a queſtion well, 
and it ſhews judgment to reſolve it well. 
Some queſtions argue- rather faith than 
doubt ; in multitude of opinions there 1s 
bur one truth ; and amongſt ſundry truths, 
there is but one neceſſary to ſalvation. But 
in points of difference, diſtinguiſh ; for in 


reconcileable differences, nothing 1s.more | 


ſafe than indifferency : But in main oppo- 
fitions be not neuter. 6 
Though you move doubts, yet dwell not 
in doubt. For you ſhall find it a fearfu!l 
thing to die in dcubr, and the comforta- 
bleſt thing under heaven, to be well afſu- 
red, and clearly reſolved, in the truth of 
your faith before. you Ute. Some 
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Some love to ſee the object of their faith, 
and fo are led to Idolatry ; Others,to co- 
operate in the work of their ſalvation, and 
ſo give part to Merit. - A/cribe nothing to 
thy ſelf, :5 [afef? : There's danger 1n aſcrr- 
brig too little to grace, for that robs God of 
his honour. Burif we aſcribe too little to 
our ſelves, there is no danger on that fide. 

Firſt, If in thy youth, thy parents have. 
taught thee good prayers, to be deyoutly 
prayed (not ſaid only, or read only, but) 
with lifting up thy mind. to God, twice at 
leait every day ; and that from thy youth, 
thou haſt ice conſtantin thisgrace or du- 
ty ; chuling rather to miſs a meal, than to- 
forget or omit prayer. 

Secondly, If belides this, thy parents 
have taught thee the principles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, Doctrine and Religion, by 
teaching thee, of the Vow of Baptiſm, of 
the Articles of the Creed, the Ten Com- 
mandments , Lord's Prayer, and Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, and prepara- 
tion to It; fome plain eaſy things, 

Thirdly, If thou haſt all thy life long, 
often meditated upon, and called to'mind 
thoſe five plain and holy Principles and 
Foundations of our Chriſtian FaithandRe- 
gion, and frame ae ſelf inſome meaſure.. 
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according to theſe bleſſed rules, Vow, 
Creed, &c. And, 

Fourthly, If thou feareſt always, repen- 
teſt daily ; with confeſlion, ſorrow,a con- 
trite and a broken heart, and believeft 
God's promiſes to penitent ſinners, and 
_ truſteſt to be ſaved by the meritsand death 


of our onely Lord and bleſſed Saviour, 


Chriſt Jeſus : I fay, if thou haſt been thus 
taught, and haſt thus lived ; thy Religion 
s right and good,P/al.27. ult. Otarry thou 


the Lord's leiſure, be ſtrong, and he ſhall com- | 


fort thine heart, and put thou thy truſt in the 
Lord. | 

But alaſs,alaſs,God be mercifull to a fin- 
full Nation,our lives and converſations are 
not anſwerable to the good Religion eſta- 
bliſhed, Though, thanks be to God, we 
want not ſome examples in our Nation, 
whoſe lives are holy, meek and humble. 
Let us follow them, as they follow Chriſt, 
and die daily by attending to true mortifi- 
cation; and: we cannot be unprepared,nor 


unwilling to die. 


When thisis done then be of good cheer, 


For thou ſhalt hear Chriſt (the life of thy 
Hope here, and hope of thy life hereafter) 
fy unto thy ſick ſoul, as he faid unto 


the ſinfull woman ;. Go i# peace, thy fn 
al 
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hath ſaved thee, Enter thou into thy Ma- 
ſfer's Joy. 


—_ 
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Now of the way to die wel. 


HE that would end his days well,muſt- 
ſpend them well : '7'z no great mat- 
er to live, all do as much; but few diewell. 
But Death falls ſad and heavy upon ſuch, . 
Are little known at home, abroad too much... 
Man is. ready to die before he lives; but 
therefore he liveth a time. in the world, . 
that he may die betime to the.world.: Hz 
years come to an end as a tale that us told; 
his days deceive him, for they paſs as a 
ſhadow, by Moon-ſhine; then appearing- 
- longeſt, when they draw neareſt to an end. . 
Fob faicrh, My days are ſwifter than a poſt, . 
they flee away and ſee no good. 
Things give counſel unto Men, better - 
than Men do to things. Here we dwell 
butin Tents; and Tents we: know, are ſet - 
up to be taken down ſhortly. We that live - 
here,live by death; for had not Chriſtdied, . 
we had not lived; He. died for fin, we - 
live zz ſin. Therefore with Saint. Paul L- 
will clay; My life i not dear to me, ſo as 1 * 


may finiſh my courſe with joy.” 
— LE Do- 
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Do youdefire to live a long time? The 
Son of Sirach ſaith, 4 man that 3s made per- 
feft, in a ſhort time fulfills a long time, And 
ths ſhort lifeif thou haſt learned to uſe ut well, 

zs made long. The Spa- 
Vir bonus, bs vivit. niard ſaith, A good man 
lives twice, 
All wvertuous men make life's ſhort inch an ell; 
This zs to live Toice, To employ life well. 

He lives twice that beftows the fore part 
of his life well: O Hannibal, :hcu knoweſt 
how to get aViftory, but not how to uſe it. 

Alexander had a gocd account of his 
age, reckoning by Victories, not by days ; 
ſo ſhould good men count their days by 
the good they do, or the fin they conquer 
in that day. 

Numbring of days, faith Saint Auguſtine, 
Numerusdierum non 7s 10t, how "much ws the 
qu fit, ſed qui fit. number of thy days, but 
of what ſert: That's the Golden numer. 
| | Saint Hizerome. faith, 
Tres ſmt dies homi- pun cn, Jays : 


num. Dies Converſi- OM 
onr,dies Converſati- The day of hisConverſion, 


onn, dies Reſurrefti- of his Converſation, and 

ONis. of his Reſurrettion. And 
thus doth one day certifie another. 

Time lent us,flies away in the time that 

is lent us ; every moment coming _ 

rig 
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the death of that is palt; Therefore weigh 
well every leaſt moment ; for it is of ſo 
great moment, as that upon it depends E- 
ternity of time to come (that Eternity, 
which is not bounded within the Kalendar 
of time: )After an hundred thouſand years, 
Eternity is ſtill as long as it was. 

The Art of dying well is better learnt 
by Practice, than by Precept. _ 

Unto Dying well, threethings are moſt 
requiſite : 

1. Firſt, To be often meditating upon 
death. 

2. Secondly, To be dying daily. 

3. Thirdly, Todie by litle and little. 


7 he firſt ſtep of dying well. 


Fren meditation of Death brings a 
Man to die in eaſe ; tor it aLeviates 
pains, expells tear, eaſes cares, Cures lins, 
corrects death it ſelf. The very thought 
of Eternity will make eafie and pleaſant 

all things we ſuffer in a miſerable life. 
How cane be [aid no to die,when welive 
among the dead ? we live with ſo many 
deaths about us, as we cannot but often 

think of dying. | 

Every 


\ 
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Every Humour inusengenders Diſeaſes 


enough to kill us, fo that our bodies are- 


but living Graves ; and we die not becauſe 
we are ſick but becauſe we live. And 


when we recover from ſickneſs, weeſcape 


not ſickneſs, but the diſeaſe :. All this life 
is but a death of an hour. | 
Do as the Preacher counſels ; hat :hou 
haſt to do, that do quickly ; for in the Grave, 
whither thou goeſt, there is neither work, noy 
diſcourſe, nor travel, nor wiſdom, nor conver- 
ſation, nor fruition of any thing ; all is en- 
tombed in ſadneſs, darkneſs over-ſhadow- 
ing-it.. Holy fob faith, So am I made to 
p"'ſſeſs months of vanity,and weariſome nights 
are appointed me: When I Tie down, I (ay, 
when ſhall I ariſe, and the night be gone? and 
IT am full of toſſings to and fro, unto the dawns 
ing of the day. 

Play then the Wiſe man's part; Mea- 
ſure not life by the extent, but employment, 
Life is ordained for action, not for fruiti- 


on.. If thou haſt any good to do for the. 


Church, the Common-wealth, or thy 


Friends, 40 it quickly : For though he be - 
happieſt that can enjoy a little with the - 


peace of an honeſt heart ; yet if thou haſt 


much .goods laid up in ftore, make thee: 


friends withthy Mammon.. For, Thy goods 


mw 
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are then truly good, if thou beeſt good. Though 
ſecuriry reſt in a mean eſtate, yet there is 
pleaſure in abundance; and for a ſpiritual 
end, temporal bleſſings may be deſired. 
Abraham was rich in Cattel,and Silver,and 
Gold,in great meaſure ; but richer in faith 
above meaſure. Bur ſing not a requiem to 
thy ſoul ; nor ſay vainly, Let as live merri- 
ly as long as we live ; and, Let Fortune diſ- 
poſe all at a venture, as ſhe pleaſeth: for ſo 
doth a mind uncertain of ſucceſs reheve it 
ſelf with poſlibility : But if thy heart were 

not fooliſh, thou wouldf# not believe a fooliſh 

:bing. Wiſdom is Fortune's Miſtreſs ; wait 
on her, and remember, 7h:s night. The 

day of vanity being paſt, the night of 
judgment comes ; when bath light and 

delight go out together. 

Excellently doth the Book of Wiſdom 
deſcry the thoughts of a vain voluptuous 
man, one that thinks himſelf, :he God of 
the Earth, when he is bur an earthly God. 
This Man reaſoning with himſelf, but not 
aright, faith, Our lite is ſhort and tedious ; 
againft death there is noremedy, from the 
grave there isno returning ; Weare born 
at all adventures,and hereafter ſhall be,as 
if we had never been: For what isvurlite? 
EVEnas a yapour that appearethfor a little 

time, 


wares. « 2p 
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time, and then vaniſheth away. Our breath 
is ſmoak, a little ſparkin our hearts, which 


. being extinct, our body turns to aſhes: and 


our ſpirit vaniſhes like ſofrair. Come on 
therefore, let us enjoy the good things that 
are preſent,let us fill our ſelves with coſtly 
Wine and Ointments : Let no Flower of 
the Spring paſs by us : Let us crown our 
ſelves with Roſe-buds ; leave tokens of our 
jollity, for this is our portion, and our lot:-: 
Let our ſtrength be the Law of Juſtice, for 
that which is feeble is nothing worth. 
The righteous. Man is not for our turn, 
he is always contrary to our doings, he up- 
braideth,us with the Law.,. objects to our 
infamy the tranſgreſſion of our education. 
He was made to reprove us ; He is there- 
fore grievous to us,his life is not like other 
men's, his ways are of another faſhion. 
Such things theſe vain men have imagin- 
' ed, but they are deceived: when they caſt 
up the accountoftheir own ſins, they ſhall 
come with fear,and ſay with ſorrow, this 
was he whom we had ſometimes in deriſi- 
on, and made a Proverb of reproach: We 
fools accounted his life madneſs, 'and his 
end.to be without honour. But how is he 
now numbered amongſt the happy,and his 
lot amongſt the Saints? What hath pride 
profited 
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profited us, or what hath riches with our 
vauntings brought us ? All theſeare palled 
away like a ſhadow, and as a Poſt that 
runneth by. This verifies that ſaying : That 
which is deliahifull, is but ſhort; but that 
Which ſhall tormcnt, is eternal. 
In vain doth man firive to have that 
which he cannot enjoy, or to enjoy much 
by mere relation The rich man hath notfo 
much advantage of the poor, .by enjoying, 
as the poor hath of the rich by leaving. 
Sadly and ſuddenly ſhalt thou find all 
worldly pleaſures turned into waking 
dreams. . They have ſlept their ſleep, and all 
the men of riches have found nothing, ſaith 
the Plalmiſt, P/al. 756. 5. | 
Notwithſtanding, Man while he lives, 
fancies many things, and covets without 
end, butall to no end. And whoſe ſhall 
thoſe things be, which thou haſigotten £ Et- 
ther they paſs from you,or you from them. 
hat is not curs which is net always curs : 
but theſe things, If rhey have net an end ef 
their own, yet they will have thy end. All 
the towers in the air that thou haſt bui't, | 
ſhall be thrown down at one blow. Ere long, 
ewo clls of earth ſhall ſerve, whom ſcarce 
a world could fatistie. Holy Feb faith, O 
that thou wouldſt hide me in the grave, {0 
17478 
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man lieth down, and riſeth not, till the hea- 
wvens be no more ; they ſhall not awake, nor 


be raiſed out of their ſleep. 


Ir ——— 


Privacy with Death, & ſoveraign orCdial 
againſt Death. 


"ow be acquainted with Death 
betimes ; for through acquaintance, 
death will loſe his horror ; like unto an 1!1 
face, though it be as formidable as a mon- 
ſter, yet often viewing will make it famiii- 


ar, and free it from diſtaſte : walk every 
day,with Fo/eph,a turnor two in thy gar- 


den with death, and thou ſhaltbe well ac- 
quainted with the face of death ; but fhalt 
neverfeelthe ſting of death: Death is black, 
but comely. Philoftrates lived ſeven years 
in his Tomb, that he might be acquainted 
with it, againſt his bones came to he in ir. 
Some Philoſophers have been ſo wrapt 
in this contemplation of death, and im- 
mortality, that they diſcourſe ſo tamiliarly 
and pleafingly of it, as if a fair death were 
to be preferred before a pleaſant life. 
This is well for Nature's part ; and Mo- 
raliſts think this enough for their part to 


conceive ſo : But Chriſtians muſt go fur- 
ther ; 


and Jmmoztality. © 135 


ther ; and ſearch deeper : They muſt try 
where the power of death lies. They ſhall 
find that the power of every man's death 
lies in his own fin ; That death never hurrs 
a man but with his own weapons : It al 
ways turns upon us,fome fin it finds in us. 
The ſt ing of death is ſin : Pluck out the ſting, 
death cannot hurt us. The way to die well, 
1s to die often. Let a man often and ſeriouſ- 
ly think of dying, then let him fin if he 
can, faid Picus Mirandula, And herein is 
our happineſs ; though we live in ſin, yet 
we die without ſin. Therefore to me death 
18 welcome ; not as an end of troubles, 
but of ſin. Into thy hands Icommend my 
Spirit, for thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord 
God of Truth. | 


The Second Step, To be dying daily. 


'FY ſecond ſtep to dying-well, is, to 
x die daily. Methinks, O my Soul,it 
is but yeſterday fince we met, and now we 
are upon parting ; neither ſhall we, I hope, 
be unwilling to take our leaves : for,what 
advantage can it beto us to hold outlong- 
er together ? one piece of me cannot but 
grow more infirm with uſe and —_— 

there- 


—_— 
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thereupon muſt followa decay of all facul 
ties and operation : We know Henoch was 
more happy, that was fetch'd away at three 
hundred ſixty five years, than Merhuſelah at 
nine hundred ſixty and nine difference. Age 
doth nothing bur pull down a fide, where 
there are not ſupplies of increaſing abili- 
ties Should we continue our partnerſhip 
"many years longer; could we hope for 
more health and ſtrength of body, more 
vigour of underſtanding and judgment, 
more heat of good affections ? Are we not 
aſſured that ifourearthly houſe of this Ta- 
bernacje were difſolved, -we have a build- 
ing of God, an houſe not made with hands, e- 
ternal in the heavens ? Why therefore, O 
my Soul,ſhouldſt thou beloath to part up- 
on fair terms ? Thou, O my Soul, to the 
poſſeſſion of that happy Manſion, which 
thy dear Saviour hath, from all Eternity, 
prepared for thee in his Father's houſe : 
and thou, O-my body,to that quiet repoſt- 
tory of the grave; till ye both ſhall happily 
mecet in the bleſſed ReſurreCtion of the Fuſt. 

T die, that I may not die. I die daily,faith 
Saint Paul. So many daies as thou liveſt, rec- 
kon ſo many lives; for be that diſpoſeth all hzs 
days as one life, can neither wiſh nor fear to 
#ogrrow, 


The 
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The old faying , is a good ſaying; Do 
that every day,which thou wouldſtdo the 
ſame day that thou di- 
eſt.'7;s an excellent thing 
tomake all wecan of life, 
before dearh; Bur moſt men go out of Hfe, 
before they think of death. Let it be done 
willingly, what we muſt do neceſſarily ; and 
what we can do but once, let that bedone 
ell : Yield that readily as a gift, which 
you mult pay as a debt at laſt. Did men 
think that death were onely an end of lite, 
and no more; every.man,for his own ends, 
would he a diſturber of the world's peace 
while he lived, and make his own peace 
but juſt when he died. | 

He that dies dily, ſeldom diesdejettedly; 
He does eaſily deſpiſe death, 2h6 remembers 
himſelf to be mortal every day: Likewiſe, He 
that will live when he dies, muſt die while 
he hves. For if he die not to ſin while he 


Bonumeſt conſumere 
vitam ante mortem 


lives, his fin will live in him when he is 


dead. 

7 he widow that lives in pleaſure (faith St. 
Paul) is dead while ſhe lives. Live holily, 
and you ſhall die happily : Live as though ' 
there were no Goſpel ; Die as tho? there 
were no Law. Strive to be ſuch inthy life, 
as thou would{t deſire to be at death. | 
FIR Two 


—— 
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Two ſorts of Death,whereto every man living 
is ſubject, 


Living Man is ſubject to a double 

death ; the one Natural, the other 
Spiritual, Natural death doth but ſeparate 
the body from the ſoul: ButSpiritual death 
ſeparates the ſou! from God. Of all other 
it is the moſt deſperate ſtate of liſe to live 
naturally,and to be dead Spiritually : 7 hou 
haſt a name to live, but thou art dead, ſaid 
S. Fobn of the Church of Sardzs. But of 
the Prodigal child, returned from his evil 
ways, it is faid, This my ſon was dead, but is 
2029 alive, 

In Sardis there grew an Herb called Ap- 
pium Sardis, that would make a man lie 
laughing when he was deadly ſick : Such is 
the operation of ſin. Beware therefore of 
this | Rz/zrs Sardonicus | laughter of Sardis. 

We countit a fearfull thing for a man to 
be author of his own death ; but a finfull 
\ lifeſlays the ſoul: and ſo whilewe live,we 
kill or loſe our better life. The Command- 
ment that ſays,T how ſhalt not kill,eſpecially 
forbids the murthering of our own Souls. 

Certainly that which deprives usof our 
better life, makes of all other the w_ 

vatn, 
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death. Ir is therefore holy wiſedom, for a 
man to let his ſins die before him. Let thy 
_ vices die before thee; they a@ually; thou, vir- 
tually : that ſo when thou art to die indeed, 
thou have nothing elſe to doe, but to die. 

Thou art afraid of a bitter,ſudden, trouble- 
ſome death : would'ſt thou have it delightful, 
holy and quiet? it is in thine own pewer to 
make it ſuch as thou wouldſt hawe it. 

If Riches, Honours, Pleaſures havetaken 
thee,leave them ere they leave thee; and 
ſay unto them,as Fob ſaid to his Friends, 147- 
* ſerable comforters are you all. 

The company is put Turbaejciturut pu- 
forth that the AMaid may ellaexcitetur. 
be raiſed, ſaith St. Mark. "Thy ſoul lies as 
that Damoſel, in trances of death, while 
ſhe is in the Chambers of pleaſure, and is 
not raiſed to life; Until} that troop of world- 
ly cares and pleaſures be thruſs out. 

There: 1s nothing wherein wiſedom is 
more ſeen, than in the temperate uſe of 
_ pleaſures and proſperity (which are but 
talſe notes of truth : ) nor is there a truer 
argument of folly,than vainneſsand excels. 
The eyes of fools are always inthe ends of the 
earth; but, trail not after them. 

Sufficient for the day is the ſorrow thereof. 
A day's ſickneſs will make us ac 

Ue's 
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life's griet: yer, if lifedo delight thee (be- 
cauſelronies dodeny ſtrongeſt in affirming ) 
uſe it, enjoy it, But take my counſel, keep 
life in exerciſe of ſome Calling. For you 
ſhall find, that exerciſe is no more whole- 

ſome for the body than the foul: *Zis no de- 
licate matter to live ; we muſt labour in 
ſome Calling. Wherefore,to ſee well-born 
men to deſpiſe honeſt Callings, as NOW a- 
daics they do, is a pride without profit. 
And though pride and idleneis have at this 
day baniſhed thrifty diigence our of great 
mens houſes; yet we ſee,gallant Ab/alom 
was a great Sheep-Maſter; Uzua the Po- 

rent King of 7F«42b had not been ſo great 
a King, had he not been fo;great a hul- 
band ; Good examples are theſe, to ccach 
us, Thar the fortunes of great men, and 
the bravery of Courtiers, muſt be built 

upon the grounds of Frugality; ; Frugality 
and Humility,are thriving virtues: Were 
+ a Calling but to Keep, a man from: idle- 

neſs, yet- were it a goodneſs: . for, the 
induſtrious man'is ſeldom art leiſure to ſin ; 
whereas the idle man, hathneirher leiſure 
nor power to avoid fin. Induſtry. in any 
Calling makes a. man., capable of- better 
em»loyment,, whereas idlers are fit for 


nothing but. temptations, .'Time ſpent in 
hollow 


| 
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hollow viſits, Courtings, Fantaſtick drel- 
ſings, Lawleſs diſports, all turn to loſs. 
But however thou entertaineſt Life,uſe 
it as a Traveller doth his I», for a night, 
and away : Tefterday Fri appuliſti : Cras 
thou arrivedſt at it, to decedes. 
morrow thou art to depart. And 1n thy 
journey, follow not the common track : 
ror, He that goes 70 God, Ad Deum faciens 7- 
if be go the common road, ter, pertrita ſi utur, 
goes a great way aſide. longius alttur. 
Bur do as a doubrfull Pilgrim, ask queſti- 
ons of every one you meet, toſet you on 
Your way ; left, as St. Pau! taith, a Promiſe 
being made us of entring into rejf, we come 
ort of it, Herein be as great a queſtione!t 
as thoſe Religious Ladies of Rozze, who ne- 
ver let St. Hierom reſt for queſtions,which 
was the readieſt way to Heaven ? The 
world is full of queſtions, but the beſt 
queſtion in the world, is that of the young 
man in the Goſpel : Good Mafter what ſhall 
T do, rhat I may have eternal life ? Some 
men's queſtions are inſtructions, and are 
meant to teach rather than to learn. Yet, 
inany caſe,be none of thoſe Quzriſts, who 
muſt have a reaſon for every thing in Re- 
lIigion ; who think ro come to God by 
cunning, and by reaſon, = by faith. As 
it 
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if none but good wits could ever come to 
God. But this is true ; Humane reaſon well 
improved makes us the more capable of 
Divine. "Therefore it is an ignorant con- 
ceit, that skill ſhould make men Atheiſts, 
when wefind it in the Goſpel,that nomen 
were ſoapttoſee theStar of Chriſt,as thoſe 
Wiſe men (the Diſciples of Philoſophy.) 

Be dying daily, and you ſhall ſoon come 
to God. If a man would compare the 
fore-noon of his age with the after-noon ; 
and obſerve how long the one is, and how 
ſhort the other is; every man would te 
dying daily, and oath to loſe a day. 

T hou haſt made my days as an hand- breadth. 
According to David's meaſure, Liſe is a 
Span ; the longeſt liver hath but a hand- 
full of days ; and lite it ſelf like a Circle, 
always begins where it ends. 

It was when it was not, but it ſhall be. 

Time Was, When man was not: but how 
late a beginning ſoever man had, yet at- 
ter death,he ſhall be ſure never to ſee end; 
therefore remember the Chriſtian Motto, 
Annos LfOYNOS ſem. Hacve I thoughts always 
per in mente habe. the years of Eternity. 

With the Ancient of days there are ar 
days ; and the time ſhall be, 2vhen time ſhail 
be no more. That which is over and above, 
zs only above. Two 


— 
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Two common Errors. 


Here are two two common Errors 
which deceive molt men. 

Firſt, Thata man enters not into eternal 
life, till he dies; whereas his effettual Cal- 
ins here begins his life eternal. This day 
is [al vation come unto thy hone, ſaid Chrilt 
to Zacheus, when he called him from the 
Tree. 

Faith prevents time ; and makes things 
future, preſent. 

A pious man ſo lives here, as if his con- 
verfation were in heaven; carrying himſe!t 
not onely honeſtly, c1v illy and humanly, 
bur bevond natural comportment: his pre- 
{ent lite ſeems ſuper-humane, divine and 
ſpiritual; and fo by leading a life heaven! Y, 
begins heaven here. Bieſjed 15 he, ſaith S St. 
7} obn bat bath his part inthe firſt reſ] urrection, 
for the ſecond death ſhall have no Power over 
him. 

The ſecond Error is, However a man 
lives,yet if at laſt he ſeem to die well, then 
all is well, and his ſoul is ſure tobe ſaved. 

This is a bold,anda dangerousconceit ; 
for though Miſery be the object of Mercy, 
and Hope the miſerable man's God ; yer 
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humane life,as it hath not agreaterFriend, 
ſo many times not a greater Foe, than 
Dilatio boni habet Hope. The delay of good, 
rationem mal. is acertain kind of evil: 
Suſpended hope, is but a ſad comfort. 

Yet many woulddie, did no hope ſuſtain 
them.: but more have died, flattered with 
vain hope. Not every one that ſaith, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heawven. 
Enter into the firſt degree of lite Erernal 
here,or thou maiſt die eternally, wich Lord 
have mercy upon me,in thy mouth. 

WhereforelI deſire to have my part here 
in the firſt refurretion, which is from fin 
to grace: that fo I may enyoy the ſecond 
reſurrection, which is from duſt to Glory. 

T hou þaſt brought me (ſaith David) out of 
the duſt of death. 


Todie by little and littlethe third ſtep. 


HE third ſtep to dying well is, to die 
by little and little. 

Naturally we are every day dying by 
degrees : the faculties of our minds, the 
ſtrength of our bodies, our common lenſes 
are every day decaying,by little and little: 


every ſin is more than a diſeaſe, and me. 
&{ 
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ked life makes a continual death. Impie 
vivere, eſt diu mori; To Irve wickedly, is to 
be long a dying : Therefore faith the good 
Man, Ile are killed all Toto die mortifica- 
the day long. Nur. 

He thar uſeth this courſe every day. To 
die by little and little, to him (ler Death 
come when it will) it can neither be ter- 
riblenor ſudden. 

If we keep a Courſer to run a Race,we. 
lead him daily over the place,to acquaint 
him by degrees with all things in the way, 
that when he comes upon his ſpeed, he do 
not ſtart orturna ſide for any thing he ſees. 
Solet us inureour ſouls; and then we ſha/? 
run with boldneſs the race hat is ſet before ug, 
Jooking toFeſus,the Author and finiſher of our 

alvation. 

To die by little and little,is firſt to mor- 
tific our leſſer ſins,and not to ſay with Loz, 
Is it not a little one? | 

We may not waſh our hands of crying 
and bloudy ſins; and hug in our boſoms 
beloved and Herodian fins, fins of higher 
tincture: This is to bear with, not to bear a- 
way (in. Saint Auguſtine ſays finely, De- 
linquencies delighted in DeliQa dile4, fant 
are to be forſaken. Men reliquenda. 
commonly diſcard thoſe ſins they can beſt 
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ſpare, butretain thoſe they love beſt ; and, 
by changing them into better terms, would 
rurn them from being ſins; as Pride, that 
diſcontented fin, muſt be counted State : 
Vanity,Civility; Difſimulation,Courtſhip ; 
Anger,Courage ; Wantonnizing, a trick of 
youth ; Swearing, a certain kind of dif- 


a 


courſe rather than fin; but take heed ſpe- 


cally of theſe ſins, that make a virtue a 

110, and fin to ſeem a virtue. | 

Many wices counterfeit themſelwes to be wir- 
fwes. A man, faith Plaro, may do ill; but 
to diſguiſe it, or defend it, is- to out-face 
Truth. Sin's property is, to work upon 
ſome vice; but to be proud in that youare 
not proud, is a Phxnix-pride. So, to be 
drunk for company 18 a ſfin,worlſe than fin : 
for, other ſins move ſhame, but hide it ; 
this diſplays it. Therefore forced healths 
at great Feaſts is a barbarous faſhion : At 
Aſſuerzus's Feaſt every mans rule wes his 
own choice ; and the civility of the very 
| Pagans commanded liberty of their Cups. 

It is hard to commit a ſingle ſin ; yer of 
ſinners, if either party be wiſe, both may 
eſcape. 

" They cannot want retentives from ſin, 
thatliveeither amonzſtfriends or enemies; 
for, friends mAY NOF ÞC orieved ; Enemies 
mey not be provoked, Be 
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Be wile therefore in good fellowſhip ; 
no man is ſo wicked as to be addicted toall 
kind of vices; for betwixt ſome vicesthere is 
en antipathy;nor isany man ſolewd, as nor 
ro be ſometimes in good moods,and diſike 
{ome ſins. The world were nor to livein, 
If all fins were affeted by all men. But cer- 
cainly greit ſins will never be conquered, 
if little ſins be cheriſhed : formal penitents 
will eaſily part with ſo much of their in, 
a5 may abate nothing of their profit. 

There be alſo a ſort of little deaths, fick- 
neſs of body, loſs of friends, and the like : 
lie theſe in their kind, and you may make 
them kindly helps to dying well. 

Modeſt beginnings have hopefull pro- 
ceedings, & happy endings; proceed there- 
fore by degrees. The Prophet David went 
ſtep by ſtep, and fo compaſſed God's Altar | 
God himſelf made nothing abſolute ar ':: 
Thisgreat God loves to havede*: ec 4 

Degreemgly to grow to groin! 
courſe of the world, Wherefore 
in Court, he 1s out of the danger ot iy.” 
whom a ſpeedy advancement leaves wie. 

Ewery change is a certain imitation of death. 
Let a man goout as he came into the world; 
which was, firſt by a life of Vegetation, 
then of Sc/e, afterwards of Reaſon. 

| (3 4. | evid. | 


0 _ 


48 Contemplations of Death | 


David preſcribes us this order, when he 
ſays, O Lord, teach me and guide me, He 
will not Tun, till he be raught to go. 

Teach me to do thy Will, and lead me, O 
Lerd, into the Land. 
 WhatTLand is that ? There is Land on 
earth ; which by labour yields us all plca- 
ſire; that's not it, 

There is refined earth ; beautified bodies 
which we bear about us : Nor is this it. 

There is rhe glorious Land of promiſe ; 
that's the Land we ſeek. Into this Land, 
O Lord, lead me. 

To die daily, is this: daily to attend up- 
on and exerciſe that great duty of Mortifi- 
cation, according to our ſolemn Vow and 
Covenant mede to God, at our Baptiſm - 
which Vow and Covenant, we renew, at 
our firſt coming to the holy and bleſled Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. Alas, how 
few do conſider, or underſtand this great 
duty of Mortification, and fewer practie 
it. And yet this, above all others, is the 
(Grace which fitteth and prepareth us for 
Death ; this Grace putteth us into the 
poſieſſion of life Spiritual ; and, by perſe- 
VEerance in it, into life Erernal, Rc. $. 12. 
If ye live after the fleſh ; thatis, after theap- 
perices, luſts, aftections of the fleſh, ye ſhall 


J 
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| 
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die, both the firſt, and the ſecond death: 
But if ye, through the Spirit, enlightning | 
and aſliſting you, do mortifie the deeds of the 

body, the concupiſcences and fins which are 


done in the body, ye ſhall live the life of 
Grace on earth, and the life of Glory in 


Heaven. All that are truly Chriſs, have 


Crucified and Mortified (or at leaſt begun 
this great good work) he fleſh, vith the af- 
fettions, paſſions and luſts, Gal. 5. 24 It 


* we either hope to appear with Chriſt in 


glory, or fear the wrath of God, which 
cometh on the Children of diſobedience ; 
(as ſurely,all good Chriſtians have both this 
fear, and this hope in their hearts; ) we mult 
mortifie our members, that are on the earth, 
Formation, Uncleanneſs, Inordinate Afﬀe- 
&10n, evil concupiſcence, and covetouſneſs, 


which 1s Idolatry, Col. 3.4, 5, 6. Few of 


us are prepared for death, or willing to 
die, becauſe we are altogether unmortifi- 
ed tothe pleaſures, riches, and honours of 
theſe our vile bodies, and of this wicked 
world wherein we live. But give mea 
perſon, young or old, rich or poor, who 
doth day and night, meditate upon, and 
exerciſe himſelf in, true Chriſtian Mortifi- 
cation ; ſuch perſons there are, no doubr, 
(for ſuch were all the holy Martyrs and 

G 5 Saints 
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Saints in all Ages,): ana he will ſay ; For 
zne to live, 1s Chriſt ; and to die, is gain. 

am not afraid to die; I am not aſhamed to 
hve. My life is hid with Chriſt in God, l am 
crucified and dead to the world, and the 
world to me; we are agreed : I have no- 
thing to do with the world, nor the world 
with me. Riches, pleaſures, honours 
tranſport me not, aftect me not ; nor am 
I dejzeted and afflicted with poverty ,com- 


mon pains, ſickneſſes, diſgrace or ſcorn. * 


Chriſt liveth in me, and I in him ; there- 
fore, I humbly thank the power of his 
grace, I can die as willingly as I can go 
out of one room into another. | 
Behold the power and victory of true 
Chriſtian Morcification ; let no man be ſo 


3gnorantand ſimple as tothink to die hap- 


pily-all ar once: no, no, we muſt be dying 
daily,many years together,before we-can 
be willing to die; and the ſoul gitad to de- 
part out of the priſon of the body, and to 
enter into the Maſter's joy. - (Come, Lord 
Feſus, come quickly, faith the weariedſoul.) 
Mortifie totally and finally all fin, and fin- 
full luſts in me; and ſo ſhall T live for ever 
and ever, with my God, through our Sa- 
viour's Merits, Mediationand Interceſlion. 
L11men. | 


For 


ti Y » 
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. 7 . 
For the manner of dying. 


A Mongſt men it is a matter of chief 
{ k mark, the mannerof a man's death. 
The chief £004 of may,;s Summum hominnbo- 
{1s goed departure out of mum, bonus ex hac 
this life. vita Exits. 

Before you dic, ſet your houſe 1n order: 
He that hath nor a houſe,yet hath a ſoul : 
no foul can want affairs to ſet in order, 
for this final diſſolution. 

The chief grace of the Theatre, is the: 
laſt Scene. Ir is the Evening that crowns 
the day; and we think it no good ſign of 
a fair Morrow, when the Sun ſets in a cloud:. 
The end crowns every Fink coronat opus. 
ork, Yet 1 periwade my ſelf, that night 
cannot but be happy,whoſe day hath been: 
holy. 

David, in a deep contemplation upon 
the manner of man's dying, ingeminares: 
the word, ſaying, O Lord, Lord, the iſſues. 
of death belong tothee. 

Live religioufly,and thou ſhalt die com- 
fortably. : 

All men,as men,die naturally : as Chri- 
ſ1ans, ſhould die religiouſly. The good 
man can equally live or die; for he knowe, 

if 
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_ if helive, God will protect him; if he die, 
God will receive him. 

Be faithfull unto death,and I will give thee 
& Crown of life, faith Chriſt. 

Now when this greatAdverſary,Death, 
like a proud Giant, comes ſtalking out in 
His fearſull ſhape,infults over our frailMor- 
tality,daring the world to match him with 
an equal Champion; while an whole hoſt 
of worldlings ſhew him their backs for fear; 
the true Chriſtian(armed only with confi- 
dence and reſolution of his future happi- 
neſs)dares boldly encounter him, and can 
wound him in the forehead (the wonted 
ſeat of terrour) and trampling upon him, 


can cut off his head with his own ſword; 


and victoriouſly returning, can ſing in tri- 
umph, O death, where is thy ſting ? O grave, 
where 1s thy viftory? An happy vitory! We 
die, and are not foiled; yea, we are con- 
querors in dying; we couid notovercome 
geath, if we died nor. 

'T hat diſſolution is well beſtowed, that 
parts the ſoul ſrom the body, that it may 
unite both unto God. All our life here is 
but a Vital death; how advantagious is 
that death that determines this falſe and 
dying life, and begins a true one, above 
All the titles of happineſs ! The Epicure or 

Sadduces 


— 
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' Saddacee dare not die,for fear of not being. 


The guilty and looſe Worldling dares not 
die, for fear of being miſerable. The dil- 
rruſtful and doubting Semi-Chriſtiandares 
not die, becauſe he knows not whether he 
fhall be miſerable, or not be at all. The 
reſolved Chriſtian dares, and would die, 
becauſe he knows he ſhall be happy ; and 
looking merrily towards heaven (the place 
of his reſt) can unfeigned]y ſay, I deſire to 
be diffolved. . I ſee thee, my home, I ſee 
thee (a ſweet and glorious home after a 
weary Pilgrimage)I ſee thee with admira- 
tion and raviſhment of Soul ! and by the 
goodly beams that I have ſeen, gueſſed at 
the glory that is above them! How oft 
have I ſcorned theſe dead and unpleaſant 
pleaſures of earth, in compariſon of thine! 
I come now (my Joys) I come to poſſeſs 
you. 

Moſt men wiſh a ſhort Death, becauſe 
death is always accompanied with pain. 
We die groaning. To lie but an hour under 
Death istedious, but to be dying a whole 
day we think beyond the ſtrength of hu- 
mane patience: He that deſires to be diſſol- 
wed, and be with Chriſt, dies not only pati- 
ently, but delightfully. Happy is he, that 


after due preparation,diescre he beaware; 


S0 
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So likewiſe is he happy that, by long ſick- 
neſs, ſces death afar off ; for the one dies 
like Elias, the other like Eliſha : both 
bleſſedly. 

The beft poſture to be found in when 

Death comes, is ins the exerciſe of our cal- 
ling : Pref, ſaith St.Panl, towards the mark 
for the prize of the high calling. Phil. 3. 
- Whenthou art heavy unto death, then 
fhew alivelyFaith,for at that time a ſtupid 
patience is worſe than paſſion. When thou 
art ſpeechleſs, uſe that, Sentium loquarx, 
[peaking ſilence; teas from thy heart. 7a- 
euit Petrus, ſed flevit : Peter was ſilent, but 
he wept; and it was accounted to him for 
eloquence : for, Afetum prodidit, it diſco- 
wered his affettion. A tear is but a diſlol- 
ved Pearl, a Pearl but acondenſed Tear : 
Art this time turn Words into Tears, and 
they will turn Pearls. He that made the 
mouth, is not taken with words. 4 bro- 
ken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
deſpiſe. 

When thou art dying, lie ſorrowing for 
thy fins, yet not deſpairing ; for there is 
joy in grief, where the ſorrow is for ſins;; 
 Tamthe man, faith Feremy, that hath ſeen 
ſorrows : Bur this grief of ſin, makes a joy 
m ſorrow, There is more joy in heaven for 

one 


# 
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one [1 fin nner that repenteth, than,&C. Luk. 15.9. 
Before thou diefſt, vow thy ſoul to God : 


for he that commands thee to Vow, will 


help thee to pay. Offer ſacrifice u pon the 
Altar ofthy heart; If thou haftnota Lamb, 
that is, Meeknels ; or Bullock,'thatis Boun:- 
tifulneſs; yet offer a young Pigeon, char is 19, 
Well wiſhing Ora pair of Turtles, that is,a 
Groan ; a ſound of forfow, that thou haſt 
no better. As Ga lovesnot empty hands, 
ſo he meaſures fulneſs by the attection. 

Thoſe that have moſt ſtudied Men, and 
Stories, do-obſefve,” that the greateſt Men 
and beſt Wits, when once they come to find 
their own mortality,do then with ſtrong- 
eſt reſolutions quit the World : apply 
themſelves wholly todevotion ;and ſoend 
their days with the moſt quierudein peace. 

A good Man, by his good will, would 
die praying ; and do as the Pilgrim doth, 
go on his way finging, and fo adds the 
pains of ſinging to that of going ; Who 
yet,by this ſurplus of pain,unwearies him- 
ſelf of pain. 

But fome- wretches think God rather 
curious, than they faulty, ifa few ſighs, 
with a | Lord have mercy upon ns | be not 
euvough at the laſt gaſp. 

Weakneſsmuſt notargue, but yield; God 

hath 
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hath ſaid it,and they ſhall find it. Nor every 
one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdem of Heaven ; but he that doth thewill 
of my Father which is in Heaven, | 

Commonly good men are beſt at laſt,e- 
ven when they are dying: for they ſeldom 
die of a ſin-ſickneſs.. 

It was a ſpeech worthy the commenda- 
tion, and frequent=remembrance - of ſo 
divine a Biſhop as Augyfine, which is re- 
ported of an aged Father in his time; who, 
when his friends comforted him on his ſick 
bed, and told him, chey-hoped he ſhould 
recover; anfwered, If 1 ſhall not die at all, 
well ; but if ever, why not now ? Surely it 
is folly, what we muſt doe,to doe unwil 
lingly. I will never think my Soul in a 
good caſe, fo long as I am loath to think 
of dying; and will make this my comfort, 
not thar I ſhall yer live longer, bur I ſhall 
yet do more good ; For thou ſhalt come to 
the grave in a full age, like as a ſhock of corn 
cometh in his ſeaſon : Job 5. 26. 

The ſickneſs of the ſoul hath this advan- 
tage ofthe bodies ſickneſs; itnever languiſh- 
eth under the Phyſician's hand ; when it 
ſeems at worſt, then it is beſt ; 0 ſooner, 
faith David, I am ſick; but Nathan tells 
him, Thou art well; no ſoonner ſays he, I 

ave 
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have {inned,and muſt die ; but the Prophet 
tells him, The Lord hath pit away thy ſin, 
thou ſhalt not die. Thus doth repentance 
make pardon co-xtaneous with the fault. 
But it is juſt with God, that they who 
live without repentance, ſhould die with- 
out comfort. Woe is him, whoſe bed is 
made in Hell! Know this, and beliere it, 
all our happineſs here is holineſs,and holi- 
neſs hereafter ſhall be our happineſs. 
There is no Spectacle in the world fo 


erm Er err —e—_—_—_, 


| profitable, or more terrible, than to be- _ 


hold a dying man; to ſtand by, and ſee a 
man diſmanned. Curiouſly didſt thou make 
me in the loweſt part of the earth, faith Da- 
vid: but to ſee thoſe Elements which,com- 
pounded, made the body : to ſee them di- 
vided, and the man diffolved, is a rufull 
ſight. So dependent is the life of Man, 
that it cannot want one Element ; Fire and 
Air, theſe fly upward ; Water and Earth, 
theſe ſink downwards : fo living Man be- 
comes a dead carcaſe ; The breath of Man 
goeth out, he turns again to Earth, and then 
all his thoughts periſh. And what is Man, 
but for his thoughts ? 

Every dying Man carries Heaven and 
Earth wrapped up in his boſom,and ar this 
time each part returns homeward. 

Seneca 


—— 
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Seneca thought a man might chuſe his 
own death, which was ſome eaſe to him. 
As being fo ſail (ſaith he) T may be allowed 
to chuſe "wy ſhip; and, to dwel! in any place, 
my hone : ſo it is as meet that I chuſe that 
kind of death, by which I ſhall depart from 
ris life. 

But better ſaith _— jT beſe 1 thi ANTS Are 


feolifhly cared for; Every man cupht to ap- 
Prove his life ad 6. ew but his death to him- 
jelf alone. 


But ſince it is ſo great a matter to die, 
ſo neceſlary to die. well, ſo dangerous to 
ie it], let your life be an acting of death. 
Fhar life is well adventured, where it is a 
ain to-loſeit. 

Certainly death hath great dependency 
on the courſe of man's life,and life it ſelf is 
as frail as the body which it animates. Au- 

uſtus Czlar accounted 
Auguſtus Czxfar, bo- Za to be the beſt death. 


nam mortem putabat Ce al Ing 
celerem, & inſpera- WHICH 1s Fuck ana unex- 


ram, que Ds. : e- petted, and which beats 
grit udine pulſarat mot at our doors by any 
fores. painfull ſickneſs. So of- 
ten as he heard of a'man that had a quick 
paſſage, with little ſenſe of pain, he wiſhed 
for himſelf thatEurhanaſie: While he lived 


he uſed to ſet himſelf between his two 
friends, 
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friends, Groans awd Tears. When he died 
he called for hisLooking-glaſs,ommanded 
to have his Hair and Beard kembed, 4s 
riv led Cheeks [moothed up. Then asking his 
Friends, if he aQed his part well, when 
they anſivered ,Tes; why then ſays he,do you 
net all clap your hands for me ? 

Alexander the Great did ask the Indian 
Philoſopher, how long a man ſhould live: 
faith he,untill he think it better to die than 
live : but St. Paw! is our beſt pattern, who 
being weary of the world, deſiring to be 
Wllolved, cryed out (as one ; deſiring, rather 
than deſpairing) O wretched #5an that Tam, 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of death 

There be many that chuſe rather todie 
quickly, than tolive long ſickly : ' they deſire 
7208 a long life, but a merry yet better were 
it for them, to be ſick ſemetimes, than fo be 
always in beelth. For a wicked be 2alth, will 
make them thank Nature, and forget God. 

Some, on the other fide, will invite 
Death to do them the kindneſs, to take 
them ſoon out of the world, counting a 
ſhort death the happieſt paſlage of a man's 
life; yer a little while, and he that ſhall come, 
wall come, and will not tarry, It life come * 
once to be a dif pleaſure, then death comes 
to do usa pleaſure : and for this (faith 7 ul- 
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ly) a man is more beholding to Nature : be- 
canſe ſhegave only one en- 
trance to life, but many 
ways to go cut. But this 
7s not the 2vay to heaven ; 
Chriſtians know better ways, as how to 
live in Grace that they may die in Peace; 
in peace, into peace: and to. whom this grace 
1s given, for them glory isreſerved. 

O, faith a good man, how ſafe is the 
condition of God's Children, whom very 
pain eaſeth, death revives, fin glorifies ! 

Yet there isnot the ſtrongeſt body, nor 
holieſt Saint onearth,butat point ofdeath, 
is ſubject to ſome trepidations and qualms 
of fear. For the ſoul which comes into 
the body without any ſenſible pleaſure,goes 
not out of the body without the ſenſe of 
pain. And it troubles many a good ſoul, 
to ſee men of the beſt lives, to have dit- 
rempered and perplexed ends: Some ra- 
ving, ſome deſpairing, ſome dying ſudden- 
ly ; and ſeldom any have fo bitter draughts, 
as thoſe whom God loves beſt. 


Quod unum introi- 
tum ad vitam dedit, 
exitus vero multos, 


Natural Diſtempers. 


T is fit therefore, to take notice of the 
natural Cauſes. Deſpair in dying, may 
as 
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as well ariſe from weakneſs of nature, as 
from trouble of mind : bur by neither of 
theſe can he be prejudiced, that hath lived 
well. 

Mark the righteous, and behold the perfect, 
for the end of that man is peace : his body 
may be ſick, but his mind is ſound : for 
God maketh all his bed in his ſickneſs, and in 
the inſtant of a ſharp ſeparation, his ſoul 
finds it ſelf happy : for he knows, Sz du- 
ris ſeponitur, melins reponitur ; though it be 
pur off painfully, yet it is laid up joyfully. 

Raving, and other ſtrange paſſions, are 
many times rather the effect of the diſeaſe, 
than coming from the mind. For upon 
death's approaches, choler fuming to the 
Brain, will cauſe diſtempersin the moſt pa- 
tient Suu]. In theſe caſes, the faireſt and 
trueſt judgment to be made is, that ſins of 
ſickneſs occaſioned by violence of diſeaſe 
in a patient man, are but ſins of infirmity, 
and not to be taken as ill ſignsor preſages; 
A ſon of ſo many tears, _ 
cannot but be faved. L F1ius tantarum [as 
will not deſpair in re- OI. 
ſpect of that man's impatient dying,whom 
the worm of conſcience had not devoured 
living. | 

Seldom any enter into glory witheaſle : 

yet 


— 
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yet the Jews ſay of Moſes, his ſoul was 
ſucked out of his mouth with a kiſs : ſome 
have their paſlion i» death ; that is bitter, 
becauſe it is zmward : fome before death: ; 
that is better, becauſe it is outward. 

Dawvid in this caſe, the better to make his 
way, prayed and cryed, Lord, [pare me a 
little. O ſpare me, that I may recover my 
ſtrength, before I go hence and be no'more. 
| Indeed to Ezekias ſome years of days 
were lent : but we arenot: worthy of that 
favour; we muſt not expett that God will 
bring back the ſhadow of degrees, when 
once it is gone down inthe Dial of baz ; 
we muſt time it as we may, and be con- 
tent to live and dieat uncertainties. 

Therefore, as a {lick man hearkens to 
the Clock, fo let us watch Death. For 
ſudden coming of Death, finding a weak 
ſoul unprepared, makes it deſperate, and 
leaves it miſerable. 


*» 


What death is to be accounted Sudden. 


uUdden death of it ſelf is not therefore 
evil, becauſe it is ſudden ; but becauſe 

it may take us away ſuddenly, our ſouls 
being unprepared. "The good man "_ 
IeS 
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dies unprepared, becauſe his perſeverance 
in goodneſs, is a providence againſt ſudden 
death. 

To a man well prepared, ſudden death 
is but a quicker paſlage ; and 1snot to be ac- 
counted a ſudden death, but aſudden de- 
parture, becauſe it came not unlooked for. 

Though the righteous be prevented by 
Death(faith the Book of #:/edom)yet ſhall 
he be at reſt, becauſe he hath made his 
peace before-hand. His departure is no 
miſery, for his hope is full of Eternity. 
Ezechiel the Prophet (fo often ſtiled Sox of 
Man) to him God ſays, I take away from 
thee the delight of thine eyes, (Which was his 
Wife) with a ſtroke ſuddenly, and yet rhou 
ſhalt not weep. | 

Let not pleaſant pleaſures of life allure, 
nor cares thereof polleſs thee; then can- 
not ſudden death ſurprize thee. 


Mors nullt improviſa, cui ſit provida vita, 

Death can no man ſnap unawares, 

Whoſe life is full of holy cares. 

But if a man do not prepare to die, he 
may live ſeven years in a Conſumption, 
and yet die a ſudden death. For any time 
is ſudden to him that is unprepared. 

They take their mark amiſs, who judge 

a man 
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a man by his outward behaviour in his 
death :If you know the goodneſfsof a man's 
life, mif-judge him not by any ſtrangeneſs 
of his death. | 
Though other men can beſt judgeof our 
aCtions, yet man's heart can beſt judge of 
himſelf. When a man comes tobe judged, 
his life, and not the manner of his death, 
ſhall give theevidence with or againſt him. 
Many that live wickedly, would ſeem to 
die holily, more for fear to be damned in 
the opinion of people, than for any love 
to goodneſs. To theſe men there is, a threc- 
foll evil which remains to thelaſt; Which is, 
Horror im exitu, Dolor in tranſitu, Pudor in 
conſpetu Dei : Fear in their departure, Grief 
in their paſſage, Shame when they come in the 
fig bt of God. It my life pleaſure God, I am 
ſure my death ſhall pleaſe me. Chriſt ne- 
ver leaves any of his at parting. Elyab 
would not leave El;jha,though he put him 
off twice, becauſe he knew there was a 
bleſſing to come, when they parted. Icis 
a:great happineſs to die in eaſe. Thatman's 
end is eaſy, whom death finds with a weak 
body, and a ſtrong Soul. 


O my Lord, it is thou that muſt raiſe up 


this faint and drooping heart of mine, thou 
canſt 
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canſt rid me of this weak and cowardly diſ- 
truſt ; thou that ſendeft for my ſoul, canſt 
prepare me for thy ſelf ; thou only canſt make 
thy meſſenger welcome to me : O that I could 
but ſee thy face through death ! O that Tcould 
ſee death, not as it was, Þy, as thou haſt made 
it ! O that I could heartily pledge thee my Sa 
wiour, in this cup, that ſo I might drink new 
wine with thee in thy Father's Kingdom. 
But alas, O my God ! Natureis ſtrong ana 
weak in me at once, cannot wiſh to overcome 
death, as it s worthy ; when I look for moſt 
courage, I find ſtrongeſt temptations : T [ee 
and confeſs, that when I am my ſelf, thou 
haſt no ſuch coward as I; let me alone, and 1 
fhall ſhame that name of thine, which I have 
profeſſed ; every ſecure Yorldling ſhall laugh 
at my feebleneſs. O God, were thy /Aartyrs 
ths haled totheir ſtakes ? might they not have 
been looſed from their racks, and yet choſe to 
die in thoſe torments ? Let it be no ſhame to 
thy ſervant to take up that complajut which 
thou madeſt of thy better attcudants; [The 
Spirit -is willing, but the Fleſh is weak. | 
O thou God of Spirits, that haſt couplea 
theſe. two together, unite them in a deſire of 
their diſſolution ! Weaken this fleſh, and en- 
courage this Spirit either to deſire, or to con- 
remn death ; and new, as I grow neaver to 
my 
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my home, let me increaſe in the ſenſe of my 
Joys : I am thine ; ſave me, O Lord ; It was 
thou that didjt put ſuch courage into thy ancie 
ent and late Witneſſes, that they either invited 
or challenged death; and held their perſecutors 
their beſt. friends, fot letting them looſe from 
theſe gyves of fleſh. I know thine hand is nat 
Jhortned, neither any of them hath received 
moreproof of thy former mercies ; Oh let thy 
goodneſs enable me to reach them, in the com- 
fortable jFeadineſs of my paſſage : Dobut draw 
this wail alittle, that Imay ſee thy glory; and 
T cannit but be enflamed with the deſire of it. 
It was not I, that either made this body for the 
earth, or this foul for my body, or this heaven 
for my ſoul, or this glory of heaven, or this en- 
trance into glory : All is thine own work ; O 
perfect what thou haſt begun, that thy praiſe 
and my happineſs may be conſummate at once. 
Ariſtotle gives the reaſon, .Why there 
4s ſuch a Conflict in 
wa tunc- vincie Death ; Becauſe then 
8 pon Life either conquers, or 
is conquered. So is it with the ſoul of man, 
2t the point of death. 
Yet a good man doth not always die in 


.. "exerciſe of his goodneſs ; but, as a wile 


man when he ſleeps, loſeth not his know- 


ledge ; no More doth a. good man his 
Traces, 
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graces, though he die in diftemper ; for 

Feabicunes of goodneſs do not then leave 
him, though they cannot then do their 
office for him. 

Burt the vulgar opinion is, if a man die 
quietly, andgo away like a Lamb, (which 
in Conſumprions. and dull diſeaſes moſt 
men do) then ſure he goes to Heaven ; buc 
if he be diſtempered, and of frantick be- 
haviour, (which happens tomany through 
extream inflammarion)chen ſure he goes ro 
Hell This isa judgment from Nature, 
and not of Religion ; and in thiscaſe truſt 
not natural judgment, for it is arted with 
ſubtilties of Phyſick : man works by like'y 
means, God many times by contraries. 

He that can ſhut his eyes every night 
with a quiet conſcience, ſhall meer with 
leaſt diſturbances when death ſhall cloſe 
hiseyes atlaſt; nor will he care who ſhuts 
up his Bodily eyes, when death it ſelf o- 
pens his SouP's eyes, then ſhall we ſee more 
with theſe ſhut eyes, than ever we could 
do open eyed ; Saint Pau! was therefore 
ſtricken blind, that the eyes of his Spirit 
might be opened. 

Serenity, joy and peace, ina dying man, 
is a hopefull behaviour : Yer we lee the 
clear Stars that are ſo delightfullto behold, 
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kring forth their rays by ſparklings and 
dartings, as though they were delivered 
of their light by travel and hard eſflays : 
So good men 1n their death have great va- 
riety of accidents, many languours, many 
azonies, many iterated endeavours; tra- 
velling of death, as in a Child-birth ; ſor- 
rows, torments, pains, being then Death's 
Agents. Bur if the paſllages of the foul lie 
open tou God, without interpoſition of 
wordly cares, then it peaceably makes e- 
greſs with a ſweetneſs, and that without 
diſturbance. 

Natural cauſes will have their operati- 

ons, but it is the God of nature that coin- 
mands them ; itis his property ſometimes 
to work ſupernaturally by nature. Diſpute 
not with God. Give nature leave to ca- 
vil, and we cannot be good Chriſtians. 
* Bur cruſt co this : Believe aright,and live 
as joubelicve, and you cannot but die in ſafe- 
ty. If you would end life quietly, render 
it up wLlingly. 

Ler no contentments of the world fo fix 
vou to the world, as to deſire longer life ; 
Pro'ongation of life is no pleaſure, but fo 
long as it goes well with us. Spe im hoc 
ej/e, bonum eſt, non Dit : To be often in this 
:5 200d, but rct to be long. Snortnels of lite 

| 1s 
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is no-unhappineſs ; It is nothing to the pur: 
poſe whether we die ſoon or late ; but whither 
we die well or 1, 3] 

The Book of wiſdom ſaith, Henoch 1.25" 
ſoon taken away, left it ſhould alter his uner- 
ſtanding, er deceit beguile his ſoul, 

In the beginning of toe world, when men 
lived in greateſt innocency, Goa gave thens 
longer life ; but after, woen the jin of man, 
and the abuſe of time increaſed, they Ged ſhort 
ned their days. The Patriarch Fac ſays, 
Few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and I have mot attained unto the 
days of the years of the life of my Fathers, in 
the days of their Pilgrimage. 

Had preſent death been evil, or long 
life good, Cain had been ſlain, and 4be/ 
had furvived : but death commonly begins 
firſt, where God loves beſt : His /ou!, faith 
the Son of Syrach, pleaſed God, therefore 
haſted he to take him away. 

Seldom is exce)lency in any kind long- 
lived. We ſee the belt men live notlong- 
eft : and indeed it were injurious to with, 
that goodneſs ſhou'd hinder any one from 
happineſs. 

. The beſt cannot be happy, but by dif: 
ſolution, their dying being but a change, 
going from evil to good ; hopes putting in 

i 3 them 
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them ſuch a new life, as they care not to 

change the old. | 

The lives of allcreatures elſe are loſt to 
us, ours but changed to God. 

If the wicked man live long, it is but to 
aggravate his judgment ; if he die ſoon, it 
1s but to haſten it. | 

| One man ſeems to die caſually, another 
viotently ; both, by deſtiny ; all men, by 
decree. 

The end of our preſent life ought tobe 
ſuch, as we deſire the beginning of our 
future life : Nor is the place material 
where we die ſo wedie well. 


Moſes died upon one Hill, Aaron upon 


another Hiii, bur both where they might 
ſee the Land of Promiſe. A happy view ! 

Be as ready to die as Meſes was, when 
there was no more between God and him, 
bur | 3-Loſes, gs up and die.] With ſuch a 
ſociable compellation are good men invi- 
ced unto Geath, as to a Fealt. 


Nec mihi mor grawves eft Poſituro morte dolores, 


Death caunct chuſe but pleaſe 

Them, whoſe griefs by djing ceaſe. 

. But, O my Soul ! what ails thee to be 
thus ſuddenly backward and fearful ? No 
heart hach more freely diſcourſed of death, 

"+ 
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In ſpeculation ; no tongue hath more ex- 
tolled it in abſence. And now "that it is 
come to thy bed ſide, and hath drawn thy 
Curtains, and takes thee by the hand, and 
offers thee ſervi ice, thou ſhrinkeſt inward : 

and by the paleneſs of thy face, and wild- 
neſs of thineeye,bewrayeit an amazement 


_ at the preſence of ſuch a gueſt. "Fhat face 


which was ſo familiar to thy thoughts, is 
now unwelcome to thine eye. 1 am aſha- 
med of this weak irrefolution. W hitherto 
have tended all thy ſerious Meditations ? 
W hat hath Chriſtianity doneto thec,if thy 
fears be ſtil heatheniſh ? Is this thy Imi- 
tation ot 10 many worthy Saints of God, 
whom thou haſt ſeen entertain the violen- 
reſt death with Smiles and Songs ? Is this 
the fruit of thy long and frequent inſtruc- 
tion ? Didſt thou think death wou'd have 
been content with words? Didſtthou hope 
it would ſuffer thee totalk, while all other 
ſuffer 2? Where is thy Faith ? Yea, where 
art thou my ſelf, O my ſoul ? Is Heaven 
worthy of nomore thanks,of no more joy? 
Shall Hereticks, ſhall Pagans give death a 
better welcome than thou? Hath thy Ma- 
ker,and thy Redeemer ſent for thee,and art 
thou loath to go? Hath he ſent for thee, to- 
put thee in potleſlion of that glorious In- 
H 4 heritance, 
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heritance, which thy Wardſhip hath chear- 
fully expected ; and art thou loath to go? 
Hath God, with this Serjeent of his, ſent 
his Angels to fetch thee; and art thouloath 
ro £0f Rouſe up thy ſelf for ſhame, O my 
Soul ! and if ever thou haſt truly believed 
{hake off this Unchriſtian diffidence, and 
addreſs thy felf joyfully for thy glory. 

All motions rend to reſt. Returnthen to 
zby veſt, O my ſcul! for God hath dealt boun- 
riſuily with thee. 


FRE 
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Aſjurance of Life after Death. 

ATE and ſing, fath the Prophet E- 
' A /ay, ye that dwell in duſt ; for,thy dew 
is the dew of Herbs, and the Earth ſhall caſt 
cut her dead. Thy dead men ſball live ; with 

7 bedy ſhall they ariſe, Iſa. 26. 
For a real aflurance to us, that both our 
Budics, and our Souls, ſhall cone day be in 
heaven ; thereare three bodily Inhabitants 
already gone thither : Enecch, before the 
Law ; Elyeh, under the Law; Chrift, un- 
der the Goſpel; yer, for further aſſurance, 
- Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid it; Becauſe I /ive, 
' ye ſhall live alſo. I am the reſurrection and 
rbe life. He that believed in me, though he 
| | were 
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were dead, yet ſhall he live. Although my 
fleſh be eaten with Worms, theſe Worms 
turned to duſt, blown thorow the earth, 
yet after thou haſt turned all to deſftructi- 
on, again thou ſayeſt; Come again, ye chil- 
dren of men. Therefore, O Death, where 
is thy ſting ? O Grave, where 1s thy wiftory ? 
fairh St. Paul, 

Hitherto ſhalt thou come, ſaid Fob, but no 


further : here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed. 


Death ſhall only reach to thy body, but fha'l” 
proceed no further, It ſtands not with Di- 
vinity, nor 1Sit conſonant to Reaſon, that 
man, for whom all rhings ſpring, ſhou'd 
not have his ſpring and riſe again. [ſee 
worms, and flies, and other creatures (that 
ſpend the Winterſeaſon ina kind of death) 
revive 1n the Spring. I fee my ſelf d-ad 
every nighr, and aiive in the- morning: 
doubr not therefore of this: Artic'e.of Be- 
lief, of all moſt comfortable ; I know he 4 
Thave truſted, fairh St. Paul, and-1l am at- 
ſured he 1s able to keep that which 1 have 
committed unto him againſt that day. 
And they ſnall be mine, ſaith God by the 
Prophet Malachy, in that day when Imake _ 
up my Fewels. - W 

What: 1s ita Name that troub!es thee? 
What it Men ſhould call Sleep Death, * 

H6. c: = wore 
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* wouldſt thou be afraid- to cloſe thy eyes ? 
& Whathurrisic then, if he that ſent the firſt 
ſeep upon Man, whilſt he made him an 
Helper, fend this laſt and ſoundeft fleepup- 
on me, while he prepares my ſoul for a 
glorious Spouſe to himſelf? It is but a par- 
ting which we call death, as two Friends 
when they have lead each other on the 
way, ſhake hands, and they return from 
their journey : if either ſhould miſcarry, 
there were cauſe of ſorrow ; now that they 
are more ſure of meeting than of a parture, 
what folly is it, not to be content to re- 
deem the unſpeakable gain of fo dear a 
Friend with a little intermiſſion of enjoy- 
ing bim ? He will return laded with the 
riches of Heaven, and will fetch his old 
partner tothe participation of thisglorious 
wealth. Go then, my Soul, to this ſure 
and gainfull Traffick, and leave my other 
haif in a Harbour as ſafe, though not fo 
bleſſed ; yet ſo ſhalt thou be ſeparated, 
that my very duſt ſhall be united to thee 
{till, and to my Saviour in thee. 
'  Reſurgarn, | ſhall riſe egain, ſaid good 
Biſhop King ; It is now time to awake, fr 
"Y0W 15 cur ſalvation nearer than when we be- 
Leved ; nor will 1 fear how this body of 
mine ſhall appear another day : For lam 
promiſed 
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promiſed by him that will perform,it. ſhall 
not be found naked ; but this covering of 
the fleſh being caſt off, it ſhall be clothed 
with glory, as with another garment. The 
Children of the Reſurrection dieno more, 
for they are equal to the Angels. If thy 
life be bid with Chriſt in God, then, when 
Chriſt, who is thy life ſhall appear, thou ſhalt 
appear in Glory. 

ITgo to my Father, and to your Father ſaith 
Chriſt in the Goſpel : There is great Divi- 
nity in theſe Pronouns,»eum & tuum; Mine 
and Thme ; they are words of afſurance to 
men's ſouls ; though in men's eſtates they. 
are the ground of all controverſies. 1&4: 
char my Redeemer lives, But | do notrhere- 
fore know this, becauſe I will know it: for 
the Will cannot invadethe Underſtanding. 
How then do I know it ? Not by opinion, 
but by faith ; Fides non creditur, ſed cernt- 
tur * Faith is not believed, but perceived. 
Things are not ſo, becauſe we are perſwa- 
ded they are {o ; but, becauſe they be fo, 
therefore we are ſo perſwaded. The wo- 
man with child, knows ſhe is ſo, when ſhe 
feels it ſtir lively : So che Spirit of God at- 
ſures our Spiric, when we livelily feel his 
Spirit in us 

Holy 7b faith, Though after the 5kin, 
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1 worms deſtroy the body, yet in my fleſh I ſhall 


fee God for my ſelf : and mine own eyesſhall 
behold him, and not anothers. 
_ Theſoul, the loſt Pearl (which to find, 


a, Man ſhould have given all he had) ſhall. 


there be found engraven ina body of gold; 
whereas here it was poorly ſet inclay. Let 
_ us learn then, that every child of Gad,at- 


ter his departure out of the World, goeth: 


unto his heavenly Father's Boſom ; where 


all tears are wiped from his eyes,and cares: 
from his heart. He which came with his: 
garments red from Bozra, will cloath usin- 


white.. 


Ir deth not yet appear what we ſhall be, but- 
we know that when Chriſt ſhall appear, we 


ſhall be like him, for ve ſhall ſee. him as hes ; 


faith St. Fohn. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom, prepared for you; and, 


Fear not little fluck, for-it is.your Father's 
Pleaſure to give you the Kingdem, 'Tarry 


but a-litcle while, and he that - ſhall come, 


will come, and wil nit tarry. 
A Man, faith:Chryſoftom, would dwell in 
his Contemplation, and. be loath. to come out 


of it. Nay, faith St; Auguſtine, '4 Man 


© might. age himſelf in.it, and ſooner grow old 


than weary, 
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The Fourth General Diviſion. 


IV. Death approaching, what our laſt 
thoughts ſhould be. 


GH fith,the laſt day judgeth all the 
precedent. The laſt is the beſt; dying 
words are weightieſt, and make deepeſt im- 
preſſions. Our laſt thoughts are readieſt 
to ſpend themſelves upon ſomewhat that 
we loved beſt while we lived. Tezebelat 
laſt was more takenup with ſeeming; fair, 
than being happy. And 
then when even ready to ——Et tunc quo- 
die, ſhe was buſied a- 7 verſus ad ilam. 
bout it, becauſe ſhe loved her. face more 
than her Soul. | 

The ſoul it felf, when it is entring into 
glory, breathes Divine things: Atthis time 
a good mars: tongue is in his breaſt, nor 
in his mouth; his words are then ſo pithy 
and ſo: pectoral, that he cries, O Lord Je- 
ſus, take thing own into thy own cuſtody ! 
Seing 1 am now to leave this life, receive . 
my Spirit at the-hour of my. Death into 
thy Heavenly. habitation. 

Anato- 
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Anatomifts ſay, there are ſtrings in a 
man's tongue, which goto his heart ; when 
theſe break, Man ſpeaks his heart. Ohrthat 
they were wiſe (ſaid Moſes) and would under- 
ſtand, and fore-ſee their latter end ; when he 
was dying. Chrift's laft words in the Bi- 
bleare, Surely I come quickly ; Our anſwer 
is, Amen : Even ſo come Lord TFeſus, &c. 

As in greateſt-extremities good Phyſici- 
ans leave Drugs, and mmiſter only Cordi- 
als ; ſo deal by thy ſoul when Death ap- 
proaches: Lay theedown and fleep in 
peace, caſt away all worldly cares, enter- 
tain only thoughts that will animate thy 
weak body,and refreſh thy thirſty foul,as 
did that Dew of Hermon, falling upon the 
Hill of Sion, When ſickneſs undrelſes man 
for death, then Job's Scio, I know, and Sr. 
Paul's Cupio, 1 ieſire, are the words of 
ſweeteſt comfort. 

Man, ſaith Feremy, puts bis mouth at laſt 
to the duſt, if ſo-bethere may be hope, But 
rely not longer on-the Phyſician ; Earth! 
means are for uſe, they are not for confi- 
dence. God cannot be God, if Nature 
limit him. Happy is the man, whoſe 


''*.. laſt day is his beſt day. 


All the while I lived (faid a good Man ) 
I was going on my journey, in via, in my 
wet £' 
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ay , but not in patria, in my Countrey ; but 
now that Iam dying, I find my ſelf near 
home, I am come to Mount Son, I will 
not therefore ſit down on this ſide Fordan, 
but haſten to the heavenly feruſalem; 
whither when I come, I ſhall there ſee 
my God face to face ; hear my Saviour 
ſay; Well done good Servant, It 4s my Fa- 
ther's will to give thee a Kingdom. 

Is it not enough that my Saviour isgone . 
up to prepare a place for me ? but will he 
eive me a Kingdom ? And ſhall not 1 be - 
glad, when God ſhall come and fetch me, 
to enthrone me in this Kingdom ? If Chrift 
be gone up to prepare a place for me, 
| Lord, let me be prepared for that place. 
Bleſſed Eternity ! Where art thou ? I am 
ſeeking for thee, and I ſee thee coming to- 
wards me. Now, methinks I hear my 
ſoul ſay ; Cur non accedis, Domine ? Quid 
moraris ? O Lord, why art thou ſo far off 2 
why tarrieſt thcu ? 

I have too long dwelt in this Sepulchre 
of Earth. Wee is me, that my pilgrimage is 
ſo prolonged cn Earth! Wee 1s me,that I till 
remain in Meſech, and dwell in the Tents 0 
Kedar ! It is enough, Lord, as Elias ſaid in 
the Wi'derneſs: Take now away my life,for 
I am no better than my Fathers were. My 


ſoul 


180. Contemplations of Death 


ſoul thirſteth for thee : When ſhall I come and 
appear before thee ? Nay,, my ſoul is now 
grown ſo high-minded, that ſhe faith, 7 
am more worti,and born to more worthy things, 
than to be the ſlawe of my own body. Man is 
not quiet, till he be more than Man: Ler 
his condition here civilly be whar it will, 
it will not.content him. Bare Philoſophy 
made ſuch impreſſion in Socrates ; that Jy- 
mg condemned in priſon, he diſcourſed to his 
Scholars concerning the. body, as concerning 
another priſon : counting the body to be a 
worſe priſon to the Soul, than that priſon 
was to him. | . 

Plato, when he ſaw one over-indulgent 
to his body, by high feeding ir, asked whar 
he meant, to make his priſon. ſo ſtrong ?: 

When you pamper the fleſh, you do 
but victual the Enemy. 

The body, at beſt, is but the living Cof- 
fin of the Soul, as the Grave. is the dead 
Coffin of the Body ; it is but a Couch, 
whence our bodies, which have a long time 
ſlept in the grave, ſhall be rouſed up again 
by the ſound of the 'Trumpet, and raiſed 
up by the power. of our Bleſſed. Saviour, 
who died for our ſins, and roſe again for 
our juſtification. 

Thus doth Divine:Contemplation make 

Us - 
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us high in thoughts, rich in expectation ; 
therefore it is but the duty of man,to know 
the dignity of his Soul ; which is fo hea- 
venly ambitious, as it will not let Heaven 
alone, till it may ſee, as it is ſeen. Gravata 
eft anima wea, My ſoul is oppreſſed, my 
Body is a burden to my Soul ; it hath had 
honour enough, tohave been ſolong com- 
panion with it ; wherefore now, as St. 
Hiercm ſaith, Egredere, 6 Anima, egredere : 
Go forth, my ſoul, go forth. : 
What doſt thou longer here on Earth; 
O thou my Heaven-born Soul ? _— 
The Hermite, ſitting on his Turf, ſaid 
to his Soul ; T hou haſt Sexaginta annos ſer- 
ſerved God theſe ſixty viviſfs Deo, & nunc 
years, and art thou now M071 Hmes, 
afraid to die ? Go out of this Ark of fleſh, O 
my ſoul ! for I now (mell the ſawour of reſf ;, 
Haſte it ſelf is flow unto deſire, As Chriſt 
ſaid to his Diſciples; Ler ws ariſe, and go 
hence : So ſay to thy Soul ; Ariſe, my ſoul, 
from the world ; let us go up to Heaven. 
Though my Sou), as a Bird, for neceſſi- 
ty-ſake hath been fainto ftay a while here 
upon Earth ; yet willingly would it be ſoa- 
ring in the skies : but I find that, Thzs /ife 
z5 an tindrance unto that, for whoſe ſake we 
live, Eſpecially when hear my ah 
| ay, 
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ſay, Father, 1 will that thoſe whom thou haſt 


groen me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory. To him that is faithful 
wnto death, I will give a Crown of life. Sy- 
billa before Chriſt, and Plato likewiſe, do 
both agree, that the union of Man's foul 
with God, is that true felicity, which all 
Philoſophy aims at. Therefore, I have car- 
weftly deſired my diſmiſſion from this priſon, 
that I may ſee face'to face, him whom my ſoul 
lowveth ; and be, Lord, where thou enjoy- 
eſt thy ſelf,and glorified Spirits enjoy thee. 
Shew me the father, and it ſufficeth. Sure- 
ly, faith St. Auguſtine, in bis Meditations, 
Domine ercaſti nos O Lord, thou haſt made 
propttr te; & nun- us for thy ſelf, and our 
quam erit cor noſ= hearts can never be quiet 
erum quietum dones untill they come unto thee. 
Prvencree a0. Bleſſed are the dead 
Rev. 14. | which die in the Lord, 
faith St. Fohn ; Tea, ſaith the Spirit, they 
reſt from their lahours, and their works fol- 
low them. O thou ſource of the Springs 
of Libanss, my foul now thirſteth to be 
wih thee, in the twilight ; betwixt the 
day of Life, and night of Death. 
. Certainly, a good Soul thus employing 
it ſelf, in that hour, will not leave the felt- 


City it ſhall have in ſuch an aſſured tranſ- 
migration 
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migration from death to life, for all the 
Joys that life-paſt did ever tender it. - 
Good St. Auguſtine, in an high ſpecula- 

tion, endeavouring to expreſs this heaven- 
ly joy, was asked by a grave old Man, Fa- 
ther Auguſtine, What art thou about to do ? 
A Man may as well draw in all the Air inthe 
World with a breath,as expreſs to the life what 
thou art now about : Not that there is want 
of words, but want in words to expreſs it. 

Therefore this we may do, ſome way 
ſample that which no way we canexpreſs ; 
| In high things, but wiil is held enough; 1n 
ſome things good purpoſes ſupply aCtions. 

Like as a Bird that hath been long en- 
caged, then chants it moſt merrily, whef 
ſhe gets looſe into the open air. 


Nititur in ſylvas queque redire ſuas. 
And every one of that wing d race 
Strives for the wood, their native pace. 
Or asa ſick man that hath wearily toſſed 
and turned himſelf in his bed all the dull 
night long, is then comforted at the ap- 
proach of the day-break, when the Sun- 
beams guild the morning. Job, So am T 
made to poſſeſs months of vanity, and weart- 
ſome nights are appointed to me ; when I lie 
den, I ſayswhen ſhall T ariſe, and — 
-" 


FI 
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be gone ? And Tam full of toſſing to and fro, 


unto the dawning of the day. 
Or as a priſoner that feels his chaims 
heavy upon him, longs for releaſmenr, - 
Liberaque 2 ferris crura futura well, 
And hi; weary limbs would fain, 
Deliver from the Iron Chain : 

So will it be with thy ſou!, when thou 
ſhalr hear thy Saviour ſay, 1 am thy ſalva- 
tion : Come unto me, thou that art weary and 
heavy laden ; and I will refreſh thee. 

The King domof Heaven belongs to Penitents 
and Petitioners: To them that are weary 
of this durance, and ſue for deliverance, 
belongeth the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Wherefore, as a wearied Traveller that 
hath paſſed along journey, though perhaps 
he meet with ſome delights by the way, is 
then gladdeſt when he comes within ken- 
ning of his Countrey ; 


Natale ſolum dulcedine cunctos ; 
Dauctt. 


The native ſoyl invites 
All with its ſweet delights. 


. Even fo thy Soul after many years Pil- 
grimage in the Wilderneſs of this wretched 
World, being come with Moſes ro Mount 
Nebo, 


A 


and Jinmoztality. 135 


Nebo, and beholding the pleaſant Land of 
Canaan, from the top of Piſgah, will then - 
laugh for joy, as doth the Horizon to ſee 
the Son' coming as @ Bridegroom out of his 
Chamber. 

The ſame God, that by the hands ofhis 
Angels, carried up the ſoul of Aoſes to his 
glory, doth alſo by the hands of his Angels 
carry his body down into the valley of o- 
ab, to his Sepulture. Thoſe hands that had 
taken the Law from him, thoſe eyes thar 
had ſeen his preſence, thoſe lips that had 
conferred ſo oft with him, that face that 
did fo ſhine with the beams of his Glory, 
may not be neglefted when the ſoul is 
gone. He that took charge of his birth, 
and preſervation in the Reeds on the water, 
rakescare of his Carriage out of the world. 
The care of God ceaſeth not over his own: 
either in death, or after it. Yea, that Di- 
vine hand which locked up this treaſure, 
and kept the Key of it, brought it forth at- 
terwards glorious. In the transfiguration, 
this body which was hid in the valley of 
Moab, appeared in the hill of Tavor ; that 
we may know, theſe bodies of ours are not 
loft, but laid up ; and ſhall as ſure be rai- 
ſed in glory, asthey are laid down in Cor- 
ruption. He know, that, when be ſhall ap- 

pear, 
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ear, we ſhall alſo appear with him in glory. 
Dales meus kefoe to ad hortum —_ = 
areolam aromatum : My beloved went down 
zo his Garden, to the bed of Spices. 

Of this joy thy dazled eyes might have 
ſome glimpſe, while thou waſt in health ; 
but then, it was as the blind man's viſion in 
the Goſpel, to whoſe firſt ſight, men ſeem- 
ed to walk like trees ; but in this thy new. 
ſtate, thou ſhalt ſee clearly Men and Angels 
ſtand before the Lamb's Throne,and hear 
thy ſelf invited to the Lamb's Supper, 
where thou ſhalt be brought -into the Wine- 
ſeHar, and love will be the banner over thee. 
It is the beſt eloquence to ſpeak to God 
in the ſame language he ſpeaks to us. 

Come then, O Shulamite, tay me with 

Flaggons and comfort me with Apples ; for 1 
am fick of love : Kiſs me with the kiſſes of 
thy mouth, for thy love is better than Wine ; 
Sbew me,O thou whom my ſou! loverh,where 
thou feedeſt, where thou lyeſt at noon. 
_ Thus with Solomon in a Canticle, and 
with Devi4ina Pfalm,let be the Raptures 
of thy ſoul ; which, as in a trance, ſhall be 
caught up to Heaven, as was Philip by 
the Spirit, or Ezekiel by the Angel. 

And with an Heroical alacrity ,tempe- 
rad with a gracious Humility, give up "and 

0. Ou 
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Soul to God,and bid farewell to the world. 
Sing with Deborah, O' my ſoul, thou haſt 
marched waliantly ; and ſay with David, 
Return now, my ſoul, unto thy reſt, for the 
Lord hath rewarded thee. : 

Dying St. Stephen, before his eyes were 
cloſed, had a facial and perſonal ſight of 
his Saviour : He looked ſtedfaſtly into Hea- 
ven, and ſaw the glory of God, and Feſwus 
ſtanding at the right hand of God. Old Sime- 
0u,afrer he had ſeen his Saviour, rejoyced 
then to fay, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
want depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen 
thy [alvation. O ſound that ſweet voice 
in the ears ofmy Soul, which thou ſpakeſt 
unto the penitent Thief on the Croſs,7hz 
day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. Forl, 
O Lord, do with the Apoſtle, (for my 
ſoul ſpeaketh unto thee Jeſus) defrre to be 
diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt. 


THE 
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RAPTURE 


DF THE 
SOUL 
" HE Soul is raviſhed when ſhe contem- 
| plates heavenly things, and is de- 
lighted with that Comemplation. 
This is a kind of Arreption to Heaven ; 
when a Man abſtracts himſelf from Earth, 
and by Contemplation, grows into ac- 
quaintance with God ; tor then he ſeems 
to converſe with God, and become 2 par- 
taker of the Divine Na- 
Divine particeps ture then he ſends forth 
Es ſtrong emanations of di- 
vine Love. Thoſe affe&iones exſtatice, ex- 
atick affetions, are the ſignals ( Amoris 1/- 
quidi) of a melting love : The Soul melteth, 
when ſhe is warmed by Devotion. Such love 


ſuffers not me to be a lover of my ſelf : 
And, What ſhall I call them but Seraphims, 


Wh0/e 
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whoſe hearts are turned into flames of Divine 
lowe? Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes of his 
mouth, ſo begins that Canticum Cantiicorum, 
Song of Songs : And, 'T1s truly a ſweet lan- 
guage, which beginnech with kiſſes. This 
(fru:tivus amor) enjoying love, by Divine 
"Rapture unites me to God : forin Rapture 
a man ſeems to walk with God, as Enoch 
did ; talk with God, as Moſes did ; ſee 
God, as Stephen did. | 
And becauſe ſight increaſes delight ; 
therefore Rapture would fain aſcend to Vi- 
ſion ; but that's a privilege for St. Paul. 
Vidi Dominam, faith Facob, I /aw the Lord 
{x to face, and my {cul was dclivered, Ho- 
y Hierom {wears it ; 1 call God to witneſs, 
zoat after I had done my faſting weeks, me- 
thought I was among the troops of Angels; to 
have private converfation with Quoires of 
Angels. The firſt Chriſtians were raviſhed 
with a greater deſire of knowledge than of 
food; ſometimes lived three days together 
in Contemplation, and never ate. Rapture 
z5 the higheſt degree of Contemplation faith St. 
Auguſtine ; which raiſes in Man towring 
thoughts, irradiates his ſoul with fo high 
apprehenſions; and ſoelevares him to God, 
_ as 1t takes him out of himſelf, tolive above 
himle!f. Said one in bis Rapture, [ am nct 
I able 
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able to underſtand that ſweetneſs, int» which 
thou leadeFi me, O my God ! 

The ſoul being thus powerfully attrac- 
ted by the inducement of fo fair and divine 
delight, ſhe on her part correſponds, and 
with a willing aſſent glides after theſe ar- 
tracts ; and, as a vapour exhaled by the 
. SUN, ſhe goes out of her ſelf, and would 
willingly draw the body with her, but the 
ſubſtance is too ſad ; wherefore ſhe quits 
it as not agil, or ſprightfull enough, to 
ſoar ſo high ; O that my ſoul had wings as 
a Dove, that I might fly away, and be at 
reſt ! ſaith David. 

[t isan admirablething to conſider, that 
the eye ofa man,ſfoweak,ſo tender a piece, 
ſhould look upevery day to Heaven, fo 
wonderfull in height, and yet never be 
tired by the way : by this, I ſee that Hea- 
venly Contemplation(which isthe beſt Op- 
rick) if it be ſtrong enough, and not over: 
clog'd with earthly thoughts, 1s able to 
carry us with eaſe to heavenly ecſtafie. 

The Will takes pleaſure to perceivethe 
Underſtanding (which is the SouF's King) 
raken into rapture; and wien the tacuiries 
both of Will and Uncderitzrding do inter- 
communicate their Raviiſhments, then are 
we ſweetly brought into a divine gcſtacy ; 

In 
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in which ſtate, Man feels nothing of the 
humane ; bur dies in his life, and lives in: , 
his death. 

Of this ſacred ec cſtaſie, the Seraphical 
Divines make three ſorts ; one of under- 


ſftanamg, ea cond of affection, a third of 


action. 

Aion 1s added, becauſe a man is not to 
be above himſelf in Contemplation, and 
under himſelf in Converſation. The firft 
of the three is, in /plendore, in brightneſs ; 
the ſecond, in ferware, in beat ; the third, 
in labore, in labour : The one cauſed by 
admiratum, the other by devotion, the laſt 
by operation. | 

In theſe Raptures, the Fathers, who 
were {tiled Saints, had ſuch a com placency, 
as they ſtrove to act this as the way of a 
new life, ſometimes Lefunk cheir death ; in- 
ſomuch as the Votaries would ſay, Newer | 
was a Saint, but had ecfiaſies, and raviſh- 
ments of life before his death : ; they laboured 
by a liquefaction of their ſouls into God, ' 
to enſou] themſelves in God, to putthem- 
ſelves out of natural comportment of the 
body,and fo to live in Divineecſtaſie with- 
out living in the body. 4 

This made Saint Paul to fay, 1 knew a | 
Man in Chriſt Jnneel years ago, whether 

its 
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:n the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell. 
Some fo lived, as it were doubted whe- 
ther they were living men dead, or dead 
men living. Nay, ſome with fervency of 
ſpirit were tranſported into ſuch ecſtaſie, 
that their ſouls being wholly converſant in 
divine Contemplation, they cared not to 
attord common aſliſtance to nature,and fo 
have died through exinanition and want 
of ſtrength, conceiving there was no uſe 
of any creature, to them that enjoyed the 
Creator. 


Thus did love perform the office of 


death : Lowe is as ſtrong as death, ſaith Solo- 
701 : Nay,with them it wrought more than 
dearth could do; for death only perfor- 
meth by Effect,that which Love operateth 
by Attetion : death did bur ſeparate their 
bodies from their fouls ; but Love ſepara- 
ted their ſouls from their bodies living. 
in ſuch a Trance, they report St. Ba/i/ 
to ſay, That Jacob, when he had faſt hold 
cn God, let him go for a Bleſſing : But the 
Shunamite, my ſoul will not let thee go ſo : 
For ſhe now ſeeks no more benedictions 
of God, but to enjoy the God of Bene- 
.. Cictions. 
St. Hierom was wont to ſay, my Saviour, 


| 654" the die fer love of me? A love more 


dulorous 
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dylorous than death, but to me a death more 
lywely than life it ſelf. I cannot live, and 
love thee, and belonger from thee. 

When Sewerinzrs, the Indian Satnt, was 
recovering from dying ; i is reported ne 
was heard to ſay, O my God, do not for pity 
fo over-joy me . If I muſt ftull live, and have 
ſuch con{clations, take me to heaven, for he 
that hath once taſted this, and thy ſ2vectneſs 
muſt neceſſarily live afterwards m bitterneſs, 

This is the ſtate of love's life in God, 
which giveth a ſuper humane Being unto 
Man, Man being yet on earth. 

Thisardent love engraffing into God by 
her uniting vertue, makes me now ſay, 
Now T live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me, 
My life is hid in Chriſt with God. And now 
merhinks, I ſee him face to face : 1» rhax 
bleſſed viſion,and face of God always revealed. 

By viewing the glory of the Bridegroom, the 
foul is transformed from glory toglory; fo 
thar ſhe dare ſay, Thou ars all fair my lowe. 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, ith 
red Garments from Bozra? I now behold the 
day-ſpring from on high come to wiſit me. Say 
then to the North, Give ; and to the South Re- 
ſtore : And ſo come Lord Feſus, come quickly, .. 


13 MORTIS 
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MORTIS EPILOGUS, 
The Concluſion of Death. 


| gy geath doth attend thee (O my + 
Soul) daily, do thou daily wait for 
death. 

But before thou goeſt hence, conſider 
well thefe four things. 

T. Unde venis, Whence thou comej?. 

2. Luo vadis, Whither thoa goeſt. 

3. Luid es, What thou art. 

4. Luid eris, What thou ſhalt be. 

Upon enquiry, Unde wvenio, Whence I 
come; T am told, that ſinyersbegat me a ſin- 
wer in fm, Miſerable wretches brought 
me a miſerable wretch into this vale of 
miſery. 

My conception was ſin, my birth miſery, 
my life a puniſhment, my death a tor- 
ment; And by how much my life is lon- 
ger, by ſo much is my fin the greater. 

This makes me think, to what end 1s this 
humane life lent unto me? For this only, 
To gain an heavenly life. And this 1s all 
--Givine love aims at; That ſo my lfemay 
ſeem ſhorter, and my labour may be leſs. 


For 
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For my £2uo Vado? Whither go I? 


| is life's, to fade and decay. 7 go, tells 
. re, I am in a paſſing ſtate. Bur 1t re- 
joyceth me tothink that TI go ro my Fathers. 
And this hope comforts, Zhou ſhalt be burt- 
£4 in a good old age. "Therefore it neither 
troubles me to live, nor affrights me to die : 
for death helps to comfort my life. 4nd /0 
TI live in patience, and die in deſire. I ſhall 
therefore a little while bewail my ſorrow; 
and then forgetfull of my baniſhment, 1 
ſhallgo to my Countrey. For when death 
ic {cif ſhall die, life will return to me again. 


Fo expreſs, Luid /um, What I am. 


: x [ HAT ſpeech canunfold? Duſt thou art, 
this I know : and to duſt thouſha!t 


return, this is ſure : "That Man is a ſickly, 
rotten, empty thing ; and that every Man 
ſhall be turned into no Man: This every 
man finds. 

Our meta! is of a moiſt humour : 

And the moid no better ; 72 an unclean 
Wwomy : Condemard ſooner than bora, and 
that's our condition. 

OQur.beſt ſtock is the ſeed of Abraham ; 

| L 4 ſaying. 
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ſaying to corruption, Theu art my Mother : 
And to the worms, You are my Brethren: 
Here is aur great Kindred. 

Our dwelling is amongſt Flies and Fleas, 
Our quality vile, our weight lighter than 
vanity, our worth nathing. What then is 
our Being ? a dream and forrow. It fo, 


Si natus ſum plorans 
Si morior plangens. 
Nolo ego wvivere ridens : 
Hoc tantum wolo, 
Animam meam ornere, que Deo & Angeljs 
Mox preſentanda ef in calis. 


If weeping I he born, and weeping die ; 
Why do I lrve ſo free and pleaſantly ? 
This only I deſire, 
My ſonl to attire, 
Which is to be preſented by and by, 
To God and Angels with all purity. 


_— 


—_ — 


Now for 2uid eris, What thou ſhalt be ? 


This alſo I know. 


2 Know what I am, and therefore know 
4 my feif not to be. Bur yet deſire Loth 
r © 
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to beand know what Iam. For to ſeeGod, 
and to live with God, is to be in God, and 
to have God: and this iseternal ſafety,and 
ſecure eternity. This may be admired, 


' hardly underſtood : Yet better underſtood 


than can be exprelied. Therefore to my 
foul I ſay not, O poor pretty wandring ſoul ! 
Bur, | 

O ſoul, Ennobled with the Image of 
God, Adorned with his likeneſs, Eſpouſed 
to him by Faith, Redeemed by his Blood, 
Endowed with his Spirit, ranked with his 


Ange:s, what haſt thou to do with fleſh ? 


But to Contemplate, 


O what brightneſs, what ſweetneſs, what 


pleaſure remaineth for me in that wiſion, - 


where I ſhall behold Chriſt face to face ! 


O Lord hear my words, conſider my Medi- 
tations, Plal. 5. 


Go not far from me, O God : my God, 
haſt thee ro help me, . ph 


$4 A Pray- 


"__ 
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A Prayer to be uſed by the Sick. 


O give me the comfort of thy help again, and 
ſtabliſh me with thy free Spirit. ; 


O) Eterna), Omnipotent, and Incom- 
prehenſible God, Lord of my Life, 
and determiner of my days: my body 
now is diſſolving into duſt, and my ſoul re- 
zurning 10 thee that gave it, Thou know- 
eſt, Lord, the ſecrets of my heart, ſhut not 
up thy mercifull ears to my prayer, but 
Hear me: O Lord moſt holy, O God moſt 
mighty ; O holy and merciful Saviour,thou 
moſt worthy Judge eternal ; ſuffer me not 
at my laſt hour for any pains of death to fall 
irom thee: drawnear to me,who make haſte 
to come unto thee. Give me a clearer ſight 
of thee, by how much thenearerl am our 
of the dark priſon of my body : Give me 
alſo a quicker raſte of the power of thelife to 
come, that I may more comfortably paſs o- 
ver theſe laſt troubles of this preſent life. O 
Lord, my ſcul is heavy, even unto death ; for 
the weight of-ail my {ins (aggravated by 


the Devil) is at once upon me, and I ſink 
and 
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and faint under this burden,wb1ch is too bea- 
wy for me to bear : neither is thereauy means 
under Heaven to eaſe me of it, but by laying it 
upon him that hath born our iniquities, an 
carried our ſorrows, the Lord Teſus Chriſt : 
thou art the holy Phyſician, heal me ; thou art 
that bleſſed Samaritan, pity me ; thou art the 
Reſurre&ion and Life, quicken me, O Father 
of mercy, and God of all Conſolations. Let 
not the guilt of my ins, or horrour of 
thy judgments, or Satan's ſuggeſtions, or 
the fear of death, or terrours of Hell drive 
me todefperation. I confeſs that for my 
unmindfulneſs of thee. and ungrftefulneis 
to thee all my life, I deſerve that thou 
ſhouldeſt utterly abandon and forfake me 
nowat my death : but ihy thoughts are not 
like our thoughts, nor thy atteCtionslike ours, 
Though a woman ſhould forget the fruit of her 
womb, yet thou wilt uot, nor canſt not for- 
get thoſe that truſt in thee. Thy gifts and 
graces are without repentance, and whom thow 
loveſs, thou loweſt to the end: thou wilt not 
break a bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking 
Flax. Thou halt /everely correfed me in 
this thy fearfull vification ; yet thou haſt 
not, and | ſtedfaſtly believe, thou wilt not 
give me over t6 eternal death. Dear Father, 
ſhew thy ſtrength in my greateſt weakneſs : 

col 


200 Contemplations of Death 


confirm thy mercy to me in my greateſt 
need ; apply thy comfort ro me inthis my 
laſt extremity. Afſſwage the pains of my 
body with ghoſtly comforts; and diminiſh 
zbe fear of death, by the afſured hope of a 
_ betterlife. Call to my mind (whilſt yet E 
breath)all the errors of my Underftanding, 
that I may timely revoke them; all the ſins 
of my Will, that I may heartily bewail 
them; all the teſtimonies of thy Love,that 
I may gratefully acknowledge them ;allthe 
promiſes of thy Goſpel, that I may comfor- 
rably eqgbrace them ; all my holy vows 
and purpoſes, that I may finally confirm 
them: and gracicus Lord, accept the will 
tor the deed. 

Olet me, that am now returning to duff 

and aſves, ſpeak but this once to my Lord,and 
Maker. With all my heart, foul, and 
itrength, I beſfeech thee, by all thar my 
Saviour Fe/: Chriſt hath doneand ſuffer- 
ed for me, 1 entreat thee ſpeak peace to my 
ſoul at her departing ; and /ay unto her, I 
am thy ſalvation, O make my eieCtion 
ſure by wy true repentance, fervent 
charity, aſlured confidence, conſtant pa- 
rience, comfortable perfeverance unto the 
end, and in the end. Amer. 


Ancther 
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Another Prayer to be uſed by the Sick. 


For thou, O Lord God, art the thing that I 
long for : Thou art my hope, even from 
my yonth. O let thine ears conſider well 
the woice of my complaint. 


(0) Moſt glorious Creator, gracious Re- 


deemer, everlaſting Comforter, Lord 
God Almighty,ſend me aid and help from Hea- 
ven, in this my laſt and moſt dreadful con- 
fit with all the powers of Hell and darkneſs. 
Arm me with thy compleat Armoar, and en- 
due me with power from above,to vanquiſh 
Satanand his infernal bands, and to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked, in the blood 
of my Redeemer. 1am thine, O God the 
Father, by the right of Creation : I am 
thine, O God the Son, by the right of thy 
Purchaſe :Iam thine, O Ged the Holy Ghoſt, 
by the right of thine Inhabitation and Poſ- 
ſeſſion : Save me Father, by thy power ; fave 
me Son, by thy merits; fave me Hely Spi- 
rit, by thy grace. O Holy, Bleſſed and 
Glorious Trinity ,whoſe power m0 creature is 
able to reſiſt ; rebuke and confound thinee- 
nemy that goeth about to deface thine Image 


in me, to ſpoil thy workmanſhip, to de- 


{troy 
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ſtroy him for whom thou, O Sox, offeredſt 
thy ſelf on the Croſs by the eternal Spiric 
to the Faiher. O Father, be now to me a 
Father in my greateſt diſtreſs : O Fe/ſzs, be 
to me a Feſws, in my greateſt danger : O 
Comforter, be to me a Comforter in greateſt 
afflictions. Holy end righteous judge eter- 
al,ſuffer not Satan to take any advantage 
of thy Fatherly. chaftiſing me ; he grows 
ſtrong againſt me by this my great weak- 
neſs ; now he rageth moſt furiouſly, be- 
cauſe his time is fhort ; he affuulteth me 
every way: by ſubtil ſuggeſtions, by fear- 
full viſions and apparitions ; he terrifieth 
my fleſh with the ugly ſhape of death; he 
aftrighteth my conſcience with the horrour 
of the laſt judgment, and ſcorcheth my 
ſoul even with flaſhes of Hell-fire. O Fa- 
ther of Spirits deliver not the ſoul of thy Tur- 
tle Dove (that mourneth to thee day and 
night) as a prey unto him. Though never 
ſo deformed, yet I am thy work, O-God 
my Father; though never ſo vile, yet Iam 
thy purchaſe,O Goa my Redeemer ; though 
never ſo polluted, yet I am thy Temple, 
O God my SenG#:ifier. Faithfull Creator, 
_ preſerve the work-of thinehand ; faithfull 
 Redcemer, preſerve the purchaſe of thy 
blood ; faichfull San&-fer, preſerve the 

| temple 
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temple of thine honour. I abhor my ſelf, 
and repent in duſt and aſhes ; and I conceive 
more grief than I am able to expreſs, for 
abuſing thy works, O Father ; thy Word 
and Sacraments, O S-»; thy Gifts and 
Graces, O Spirit, O Father, forgive me 
all ſins of infirmity againft thy power ; O 
Son, forgive me all ſins of 1gnorance againſt 
thy wiſdom ; O Holy Ghoſt, forgive me all 
ſins of malice againſt thy grace. Moſt 
mighty Father, vouchſafe me thy proteCti- 
on: Moft mercifull So», grant me thy 
peace : Moſt gracious Sprrit, give me thy 
comfort, that I may ſafely, peaceably 
and chearfully leave this vale of tears. Fa- 
ther pofleſs me of the Kingdom which 


thou, O Sor, hath purchaſed ; and thoy, 


O Spirit, haſt ſealed unto me. Iuro thy 
hands, O Father, who breathedſt into me the 


{pirit of Tife : Into thy hands, O San, who 


breathedſt out thy Spirit for me : Into 
thy hands, O Holy Spirit, who renewedſff a 
right ſpirit within me, and haſt comforted 
my ſpirit to the laſt gal] P ; 1 now commend 
my foul and body, and all that is within me, 
ro bleſs thy holy Name, Amen. 


A Pr ay- 
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A Prayer at the hour of Death. 


Tam in miſery, and like to him that is at the 
point to die: from my yoath up, thy ter- 
rours, O moſt mighty, have I ſuffered with 


a troubled mind. 


'@ Moſt mighty and glorious Lord God, 
the Father of mercy, the Lord God 
ofthe ſpirits of all fleſh, who haſt made us, 
and haſt appointed us the time ofour com- 
ing into this worid, and having finiſhed 
our Courſe,togo outof the ſame : the num- 
ber of my days which thou haſt determi- 
ned, ſeem now expired, O Lord. Welcome 
bleſled hour, the period of my pilgrimage, 
the term of my bondage, the end. of my 
cares,che cloſe of my ſighs,the bound of my 
travels, the Goal of my Race, and the ila- 
ven of my Hopes. I bave fought a long fight 
in much weakneſs ; Thave finiſhed my courſe, 
though in great faintneſs ; and the Crown 
of my joy is, that through. the ſtrength of 
thy grace, I have kept the true faith, and 
now I die in it. I willingly reſign my ſoul 
and body into thy hands. I will lay me 
down, and take my reſt : 4nd Lord, when 
I awake up, let me be ſatisfied with _ 
(9 
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fence in thy glory, I deſpiſe the world, and I 
defiethe Devil, who hath no partnor ſhare 
in me. And now, whai's my hope ? My 
hope Lord Telns, is even in thee, For I know 
that thou my Redeemer liveſt, and thou wilt 
immediately receive my ſoul, and raiſe up 
my body a'ſo at rhe laſt day, and I ſhall ſee 
thee in my fleſh with theſe eyes, and no other. 
My hears fainteth, my ſtrength faileth, my 
Tongue faltereth : Lord, let thy Spirit of 
comfort help mine infirmities, and make /up- 
plication for me, with ſighs and groans that 
cannot be expreſſed. I ſubmit my ſelf whol- 
ly to thy will : I commit my ſcul to thee, as 
my faithfull Redeemer, who haſt houg bt it with * 
thy moſt precious blood, I profels to all the 
world, 1 know no name under heaven,by which 
1may be ſaved but thine, my Feſzs, my Sa- 
vViour: tarry with me, O bleſled Feſzs /un- 
till the evening of my age, and when the 
night of death approacheth, I will not I-c 
thee go,till thou haſt bleſſed me: I renounce 
all confidence in any merits fave thine : I 
thankfully acknowledge all thy bleſſipgs; I 
unfeignedly bewail all my ſins ; I ſtedfaſtly 
believe all thy promiſes Þ heartily forgive 
all mine enemies ; I willingly leave all my 
friends ; Tutterly loath all my earthly com- 
forts ; I entireiy long for thy coming. O 
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Lamb of God which by thy blood haſt 
taken away the ſins of the world, have 
mercy upon me a finner ; Lord Jeſus re- 
ceive my Spirit, Amen. When ſhall 1 come 
before thy preſence ? In thy preſence is fuineſs 
of joy, and at thy right hand are pleaſures 
for evermore. Ceme, Lord Teſs, come 
quickly ; Lord Teſs receruve my Spirit. 

Is there not an appointed time to man upon 
earth ? are not his days alſolike the days of an 
bireling ? Job. 7. 1. And though after my 5kin, 
worms deſtroy this body ; yet in my fleſh ſhall I 
fee God, whoms Tjhall ſee for my ſelf ; and my 
epes ſhall behold, and not another, though my 
' reins be conſumed within me, Job. 19. 26,27. 
Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender mer- 
cies, and thy loving kindneſs,hich hath been 
ever of old. Oh remember not the ſins and of- 
fences of my youth ; but according tothy mer- 
cies thinkthou upon me, O Lord, for thy good- 
eſs ſake, Pal. 25. 26, 27. But no man may 
deliver his brother, nor make agreement unto 
Ged for him. Fer it coft more to redeers their 
ſeals ; ſo that he muſt let that alone for cver, 
Zea, though be livelons, and ſee not thegrave. 
But God hath delivered my foul from the place 
of Hell ; for he will receive me, Pſal. 49. 7,5, 
9, I5. My ſight faileth for very trouble : 
Lord, I have called daily upon thee; T have 
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| firetched out my hands unto thee ; doſt thou 
| fhew wonders among the dead ? or ſhall the 
dead riſe up again, and praiſe thee ? Shall thy 
loving kindneſs be ſhewed in the grave, or 
iy faithfulneſs in deſtruition ? Plal. $8. 9, 
10, II. 

O Bleſſed Lord, who ſcourgeſ# every ſon 
Hom thou receiveſt, let me not be weary 0 
thy correttion; but give me ſuch aperfedt ſub- 
} jection to thee the Father vf Spirits, that this 
chaſtiſement may be for my profit, that T may 
thereby be partaker of thy holineſs. 

Lord, the Waters are come in, even unto my 
Soul : O, let thy Spirit move upon theſe was 
ters, and make them like the Pool of Betheſ- 
da, that they may cure whatſoever ſpiritual 
diſeaſe thou diſcerneſt in me. 

I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed 
my courſe, T have kept the faith ; henceforth 
rhere ts laid up for me a Crown of righteouſ- 
neſs, which the Lord ſhall give me at the laſs 
day. | | 
| ga thy hands Tcommend niy Spirit, for 

thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of 
Truth, Come, Lord Teſus, come quickly ; 
Amcn, 


A Thought 
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A Thought of Death. 


A on my ſick Bed I languiſh, 
Full of ſorrow, full of anguiſh, 
Fainting, gaſping, tremaling, crying, 
Panting, groaning, ſpeechleſs, dying, 
My Soul juſt now about to take ber flight 
Into the Regions of eternal night ; 
Oh tell me you, 
That have been long beloww, 
| | Whay ſhall T do! 
What ſhall T think, when cruel Death appears, 
That may extenuate my fears ! 
Methinks I kear ſome Gentle Spirit ſay, 
| Be not fearfull, come away ! 
Think with thy ſelf that now thou ſhalt be free, 
And find thy long expeRed liberty, 
Better thou mayeſt, but worſe thou canſt not be, 
Than in this Vale of Tears, and Miſery. 
Like Cxſar, with aſſurance then come on, 
And unamaz'd, attempt the Lawrel Crown, 
That lyes oz th' other fide Death's Rubicon, 


— 


A Dooms-Day Thought. 


Udgment ! zwo /5llables can make 
The haughtieſt Son of adam ſhake, 

is coming, and twill ſurely come 
The dawning to that Day of Doom ; 
O th' morning bluſh of that dread day, 
When Heav'n and Earth ſhall ſteal away, 
Shall in their Priftine Chaos hide, 
Rather than th' angry Judge abide : 
"Tis not far off ; methinks I ſee 
Among the Stars ſome dimmer be ; Some 
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| Strait to the ſame aſtoniſh t Eyes, 
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Some tremble, as their Lamps did fear : 
A Neighbouring Extinguiſher. : 


_ The greater Luminaries fail, 


Their Glories by Eclipſes vail, 
Knowing e're long their borrow'd Light 
Myſt ſink in th Univerſal Night. 


Th' aſcending Clouds do s repreſent, 
A Scene of th' ſmoaking Firmament. 
Oft when I hear a biuſtering Wind 
With a tempsſtuous murmur joyn'd, 
T phancy, Nature in this blaſt, 
Pratices how to breath her Laſt, 
Or ſighs for poor Man's miſery, 
Or pants for fair Eternity. 

Go to the dull Church-yard, and ſee 
Thoje Hillocks of Mortality. 
Where proudeſt Man is only found 
By a ſmall ſwelling in the Ground ; 


What Crouds of Carkaſſes are made 


Slave to the Pickax and the Spaae ! 
Dig but a foot, or two, to make 
A Cold Bed, for thy dead Friends ſake, 
"Tis odds but in that ſcantling room, 
Thou robb'ſt another of his Tomb ; 
Or in the delving ſmit ſt upon 
A S$hin-bone, or a Cranton. 
(hen th' Priſon's full, what next can be 
But the Grand Gaol Delivery ? 
The Great Afize, when the pale Clay 
Shall gape, and render up its Prey ; 
When from the Dungeon of the Grave 
The meager Throng themſelves ſhall heave, 
Shake off their Linnen Chains, and gaze '. 
With wonder, when the world ſhall blaze, 
Thep 
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Then climb the Mountains, ſcale the Rocks, 
Force op'n the Deep's Eternal Locks, 
Beſeech the Clifts to lend an Ear, 
Obdurate they, and will not hear. 

What ? ne're a Cavern, ne're a Grot 

To cover from the common Lot ? 

No quite forgotten Hold, to lye 

Obſcurd, and paſs the reck'ning by ? 
No——Ther's aquick all-piercing Eye 
Can through the Earth's dark Center pry, 
Search into th' bowels of the Sea, 

And comprehend Eternity. 


What ſhall we do then, when the voice 
Of the ſhrill Tramp with ſtrong fierce noiſe 
Shall pierce our Ears, and ſummon all 
To th Univerſe wide Fudgment-Hall ? 

What ſhall we do, we cannot hide, 

Nor yet that ſcrutiny abide : 

When enlarg'd Conſcience loudly ſpeaks, 
And all our boſom-ſecrets breaks ; 

When flames ſurround, and greedy Hell 
Gapes for a Booty, ( who can dwell 

Wirh everlaſting Burnings ! ) when 
Irrevocable words ſhall paſs on Men ; 

Poor naked Men, who ſometimes, thought 
Theſe frights perhaps would come to nought ! 
What ſhall we do | we cannot run 

For Refuge, or the ſtri& Judge ſhun. 


"Tis too late then to think what courſe to take, 


While we live here, we muſt proviſion make. 


Both theſe-incoraparable Poems, by the 4 
ingenious Mr. Thomas Flatman ; taken out of his 


Val. in O&avo, Printed for B, Tooke. 
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Dire&ions for toread often to the ſick theſe 
places of Scripture. 


HE 3 firſt, the7 and 14 Chapters of Fob. 
The 34 Chapter of Deur. 
The two laſt Chapters of J:/hu4. 
T he 17 Chapter of the firſt book of Kings. 
The 38, and 40, and 65th. Chaprers of 1/azah. 
The third Chapter of the Lamentations of Ferem, 
The Hiſtory of the Paſſion of Chritt, 
The 8th. of the Romans. 
The 15th. of the firſt Epiſtle ro the Corinthians. 
The 4th. of the firſt Epiltle ro the Theſſalonians. 
The 5th. ofthe ſecond Epiſtle ro the Corznthians, 
The firſt and laſt Chapters of St. Fames. 
The 11th. and 12th. of the Hebrews. 
The firſt Epitle of St. Peter. | 
The three firſt, and rhree laſt Chapters of the Re- 
Velations. 
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